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Arnold ' Arnie' G ruys  
G ruys , Arnold "A rnie"  Age 92, o f Annan dale, died Thu rsday, Decem ber 17, 20 20 at th e St. Clou d H ospital due to co mplications  fr om being in fected wit h the COV ID-1 9 virus . Ar nold Donald G ruys  was  born o n May 1, 1928 , the you ngest of fo ur childr en of H er man and Doro thy (Va nderg on) G ruys . A rnie grew up on the farm in Silve r Creek Tow nship, atte nded t he county school, Dis trict 16, 1/ 2 mile fro m the h omestead. H e grad uated from Annan dale H igh School in 1946. Sept embe r of tha t same year f ound hi m in the U.S. A rmy. A fte r bas ic training at Fo rt B ragg, he was  s tatione d in Sout hern Ja pan as  part of the US Occupational Force. H e achieved th e rank of Se rgeant befo re his  honora ble discharge in July o f 1948. H e gradua ted f rom the Univers ity of Minnesota i n June o f 1951 wit h a degree in Bus iness  Adminis tra tion- Accounting. Afte r receiving his  CPA ce rtificat e and license, he purchased the public accounti ng practice o f his  brot her-i n-law, Ker mit Lunde en; he ope rate d the p ractice as  senior par tner o f G ruys , Bor den, Carlson & Associates , Inc. Arnie conti nued t o serve clients  in his  reti remen t for many years  afte r t ransfer ring owne rship to pa rtne rs , Rick Borde n and Bo b Carlson. Duri ng his  lifetime he served his  community, his  p rofess ion, his  s tate, and his  coun try actively. H e was  a lifelong membe r of the Am erican 
Institute o f CPAs  and the Mi nnesota Society o f CPAs . H e served as  a board membe r and of ficer of the Mi nnesota Society as  well as  in many of t he society's  profess ional commi ttees . A rnie served as  an active boa rd mem ber an d officer i n Kiwanis  and Lions  Club Inte rnati onal in An nandale, as  well as  the Anna ndale Cham ber o f Com merce. H e was  especially appreciative of having t he oppo rtu nity to serve o n the b oard o f Camp F riendship, now T rue Frie nds , and to see it g row fr om a camp on the shor es  of Clearwa ter Lake near Annan dale, to include cam ps  on Cedar Lake in Maple Lake, Camp G eo rge in Lake G eorge and Camp E den Wood in Ede n Prai rie. These camps  serve individuals  with diverse disabilities . A rnie really enj oyed the outd oors  and no rth w oods , hence it was  natu ral fo r him t o be an advisory me mber of Cam p Men ogyn in the BWC A of the Min neapolis  YMC A. A rnie was  elected to the MN H ouse of Represen tatives  in 1966 and served two te rms  befo re re tiring fro m the s ta te legis lature. Arnie's  personal li fe revolved a round his  family and church. Arnie met Ru th Osterg ren in 1948 a nd they we re mar ried by he r fat her, Rev. James  Ostergre n, in Decem ber o f 1950. They we re fo rtuna te to spen d over 69 years  toge ther. F our child ren blessed thei r household alo ng with a wond erful sup ply of gran dchildren an d great 
grandchildre n. They were the real love o f his  life and he o ften exp ressed how for tuna te he was  to have a loving fa mily. H e was  also grateful to have bee n raised by par ents  who ta ught and showe d him abo ut th e love of Ch ris t. A rnie would show his  acquain tances  that love, which led him to b e an active boar d mem ber and officer a t Rejoice Luthe ran Ch urch in Clea rwate r and St. John's  Luthe ran Chu rch in An nandale. A rnie is  survived by his  wife, Ru th of A nnandale; child ren, Douglas  of Blo omingt on, Kenne th ( Julie) of T ruckee, CA a nd Br uce (Denise) o f Maple G rove; gran dchildren, David, Natalie, Ma tt, B r itt, H olly, Kjers tin, H anna, Pe ter, G abby and Nina; g reat gra ndchildre n, Eli, Noah, Carol, Jer ry, Oskar and Sylvan; and many nieces , nephews, fa mily and frie nds . H e was  preceded in death by his  parents ; daug hte r, Carol Miller; an d s is ters  and bro the r, Evelyn, Robe rt and Marga ret. A mem orial service to celeb rate A rnie will be held i n the sum mer o f 2021 at S t. John's  Luthe ran Ch urch in Annandale. I nter ment will take place at Min nesota Sta te Vete rans  Ceme tery at Camp Ri pley, near Lit tle Falls . Memo rials  would be pre fer red to the chari ty of you r choice, True F riends , or the St. J ohn's  Luthe ran Founda tion . dingmannfu neral.com  
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