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_ NEWS OBITUARIES

‘Leglslator educator Ka,rl Gnttner dles at 88

o He worked multlple jobsandhada phenomenal
 Memory as heled Se:nate DFLers and four St. Paul schools
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-asa St Paul educator
Grittner, 88, of Maple-

- wood, died of pancreatic can-

 When Rudy Perplch sat
_ next to Karl Grittner in the
Minnesota Senate, he had a

dictionary but kept it tucked
back in his office. When asked
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_in the Minnesota House. He
then switched to the Se nate,

Healso representy ed his na-
e for three terms

high schools in St. Paul af-

: his doctorate in educatlonaliﬂ

administration.
Splitting his time between

the two jobs and schooling

was tough, said his son, Fred-
erlck The legxslai or-educa-
tor had to take a |

Grittner said, ¢

leave dur-
ing legislative sessions, and
the yeatly pay for legislators
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Senate chamber in 1970, an
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, Gnttner, Who
_died March 3,
had a reputa-
- tion for what -
another Senate
colleague, Tony
Perplch descrxbed as
- amazing memory.” That re-
~ call and an enormous work
ethic propelled him both in
 the Senate, where he came to
-head the DFL caucus by the
end of an 18-year legislative
career, and during his 35 years
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Where he rose to Sel.'Ve as mi-

nority leader in a chamber
_that Conservatives, which
is what Repubhcaqs called

accomp11< hment they com-

pleted in1972. As a Ieglsla tor,

he was considered an =xpert,,
on education issues and crit-
icized the then—new sales tax

themselves then, 1ad_ con-

. trolled for 112 years. .
an

Urged to run for gover~
por in the political water-
shed year of 1970, Grittner
opted to retire from the Leg-
islature. Besides leading Sen-
ate DFLers, he also was work-
ing as an administrator for St,
Paul schools and completing
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ing coal to helping publiciz
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to the Capitol once a session

for a day that started at sun- |
rise with ‘committee meet— i

ings and stretchefj long
dark for floor sessions. He

ized a quarterly meetin
of older DFLers and took up
beekeeping in his retirement.
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dure and would take his son
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