Franz May Be,s
Pro Tém Leader

in State Senate

Sen, Walter J. Franz,
Mountain Lake Conservative,
will be elected president pro
tem of the
Minnesota
senate shortly
after it cons
venes today.

Franz will
ldefeat the
DFL tandi-
date, Sen
Harold Kalina
of Minneap-
olis. Conserv-
atives control the body, 451
to 22. .

Franz, 61, is a general store
owner who has served in the
Senate since 1955. He is a
former Cottonwood. County
commissioner.  + .

Each caucus usually, nomi-
nates its senior member who
has not been previously nom-
inated for the job. While the
position is largely honorary,

the president pro tem pre-
sides over,the Senate in the
absence of the lieutenant
governor and;’' on occasion,
has assumed that office.

The last time that hap-
pened was in 1954 when Sen.
Donald O. Wright, Minneap-
Jolis Conservative, serve d!

|briefly as lieutenant gover-
nor after Ancher Nelsen re-
signed to become director of
the U.S. Rural Electrification,
Administration. !
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