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G. E. FLANDRAU 
DIES IN ST. PAUL 

] 

e n Thtrd street as the Junior half Or Blge• ot 
low & F landrn.u. The following year. con- 1' 
vlnced that Rock Bent.1, now St. Peter, Ir< 
wan going to outgrow St. Pnul, Mr. Flan• 
drn.u opcupled tho nrs t house In tho new ~ 
eettlement. A tew months later he was 8 
made deputy clerk of the d l!!! t rtot court 
4nd was than elected d istr ict attorney n1 
tor Nicollet county. He was sen t to the h 

Pioneer of :Minnesota. a.nd a. Member l! 

of First Supreme Court 

terrltortnl counCll In 1855. but r Mlgned 
after one yenr's service. His next ottlce c, 
w an that o! United States agent for the :; 
81,oux ot the ?i-·Ilsslsflllppl. In 1857 he served Ir 
11.s dcmocra.ttc member o f the state con- dl 
atttutlonnl convention. Q 

Passes Awa.y. 

lie lia.d Been Ill for About Two E 

.Yea.rs With Kidney 

Trouble. 

Wu a President of First Minneap­

olis lloa.i·d of Trade and 

11 City Attorney. 

Judge Charles El. Flandra.u died at his 
n sldence. 385 Pleasant n \'llllUe, St. Paul, 
a t 8 o'clock thui morning. For two year s 

Member of Supreme Court. b, 

Whlle a. momber of the convention he ~ 

::!e a:J'Po~;~eed c~~!~~lai;o j:e~~c~hl~r P~~~ t 
until 186•1. While on the supreme bench 
ho Lm1tltuted lllany reforms In the organl• 
za.tton or the judlclnry and the S)•stem or o. 
p racllce, and acquired a deserved reputa.• 0 
tlon Cor sagacity and high principle. 11 

It was during the Stou:-c outbreak or 8 

1862 that Judge Flnndrnu added military g 
Juetre to his ctvlc reputation. As com• 0 
mo.nder ot the volunteers detendlng the 0 
town or New Ulm. Judge Flandrau con- t 
ducted o. norce Oght that lneto<l forty ,. 
h our!IJ, saved the town, nnd reaoued many d 
w omen and chtldren' from massacre. 

City Attorney C1f Mlnneapollo, 
p 
8 

After a. brief absence tn Carson Clly, 
N ev .. Judge Flandrau retur ned to l',11nne• 0 

eot.a and formed a. law pa.rtnerahlp with 
J udge Js.no.c Atwater ot this c ity. In 1867 
J udge Fln.ndrnu was elected city attor• e 
n ey ot ?.Unneo.polls. H e wae also chosen 
president ot the first board or tmde or• h<' had been sutterlng trom a kidney a il­

ment, w hic h slowly undermined his v ig­
orous constitution, a.nd ln the past week 
his Illness took so serious a turn that his 
end was known to bo a matter of a fe.w 
days. All the m embers ot his fu mlly were 

J go.nlzed here. and repreBented that board 
at the Important comme rc ial convention 
hold In St. L<,uls, In 1868, to ndvnncc the 
interests or nn.vlgatlon on the upper Mls• 
al•slppl. 

at his bed,.lde " 'hen the end came. 
The state thus loses a prominent cltl­

s cn and n. p ioneer settler w ho was closely 1 

connected with many o r the st irring In­
cidents In the te rrltol'lal and early s tate ­
hood history ot Minnesota. 

Born In 1828, 
.ludge Flandrau was born July 15, 1828, 

In New York c ity. His rather, Charles H. 
Flr.ndrau, was tor many years a Jaw 
partner ot Aaron Burr . T ho Judge's 
m other was the daughter ot General Alex­
ander l\1acomb. 

Atter atte nding school In Georgetowa 
a nd ,vashlngton young Charles E. Flan­
dro.u ran away lo eea at the age or 13 
antI passed three year s before the mast. 
'When 19 he began the study or lnw In 
his father 's otrlce at ,Vhttesbor o, N. Y. 
Ho was admitted to practice In 1851. Com­
Ing to St. Paul In 1863 with liorace E. 
B igelow. h e hung hla banner to the b reeze 

Two yen.rs afterwards, Judge Flandrnu, 
going aga in t o St. Paul e n tered t he firm 
ot Bigelow, Flandrau & Clark, and be• 
mmc subsequently the hea d ot t he reor• 
pnlzed :trm of Flo.ndrau, Squires & 
Cutcheon. Ot late yea.rs Judge Flandrau , 
has prac;tloed atone. He did not finally 
r e Uro frdm his p rotesslon u ntll six month! 
ago. 

Rpn for Governor In 1867, 

itJdge Flandrau w&s Always an lnf\uen• 
tto.l democrat. Ho rnn ,us an unsuccessful 
candtontO for governor In 1867 and, In 1 

1889, he was named chairman ot the .date 
central oommlttee and delegate to the nn • 
tloMI convontlon. He advocated h i• , 
party's princ iples tor a short lime a s I 
edltor •ln .. chlef of tho St. Paul Globe. H e 
w u a. cho.trmnn o! tho commission that I 
f ramed the present city chnrtCr of St. 
Pn11I, 

The flrst wife ot Judge Flandrnu was 
~Ilsa I sabeJlo. R. Dlnamore, whom he mar• 
rled In 18~9. They had two daughtera, 
Mra. T. R. 9 :Jlmes nnd Mn. F . W. M. 
Cutcheon. The second wire was ?.In. 
Rebecca B. Biddle, w edded In 1871. Her 
aon ts now promlnPnt tn the dlplomatlc 
■ervlce, The children of this second mar• 
rlago were Charle• M. F landrnu and WII­
Jlam Blair ~IoC. Fln.ndrnu, both of St. 
Paul. 

Judge Atwater'■ T r ibute. 

"I am g-rea-tly surprised. for I had no 
Id.ea. tha.t Judge Flandro.u's cond ition waa 
.a eerlous.' •~aid Judge Isaac At,v,'8.ter, 
when intormed this afternoon ot Judgo 
Flandrau's death. 

"It was ont yt'hree m onths ago that he 
~ 1as In here to s ee m e and whfle he was 
a.ccompa.nled b)· an attendant tor safety's 
11ake, he was feeling pertecllyl well and 
I did not look to Bee his death some so 
aoon." 

"He wae one ot the finest me n I "-'B.S 

ever acquainted w ith," said Juage FJan• 
4'rau·s one~tlme colleague on the stat,, 
aupremc court.. "J nn1t knew him tn 1853, 
Md he waa one of the be!!lt and ablest 
la.wyers we had ln tha.t early day. HG 
wa■ In e,•ery respect a. most true and 

j 
w orthy mn.n and h!e word could a lways 
be relied upon t o the las t extremity . 

.. Atter wo left the bench we practiced 
t osether l\t Carson City, Nev .. &nd later 
here In Minneapolis, and he wae one of 
t he most popular and 11ucceaatul la wyen 
before and after lea.vlng the bench that 
the 11tate ever knew. He wae al,ways as 

CHARLE8-,,E,, FLAND'FIAU. - ____ c_o_o_UD_ u_e<1_ 00_ 8ecoo'1 Ji"q9. 



Reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN). 

 

I • 

·t. E. FLANDRAU 
DIES IN ST. PIUl 

(Continued from First Page.) 

popular as he was successful as a lawyer 
and maintained this character up to the 
time of his death. • 

'I t'hink he was the oldest practitioner 
in the state at the hine CY! his deathft, 
aJtho. I am a llttle older than he was,e.nd 
he wm probably be more mis:1ed and la­
mented than any other member of the bar 

. of the state of Minnesota. 
"There is no omember of the. bar at 

least that I am acquainted wlth, whose 
death I shall more deeply regret than that 
of Judge Flandrau, and I think every 
member of the bar here will feel the same 
as ·1 do in -regard to· him." 

Judge Atwater, who is now in his 
eighty-sixth year, and Judge Lafayette 
Emmett, acting librarian of the territory 
of New Mexico, were with Judge Flandrau 
on the supreme bench, .Judge Emmett as 
chief justice. . Altho Judge Atwater suf­
fered a stroke of paralysis several years 
ago, which rendered him almost helpless, 
his mind is st111 as clear and his grip as 
strong as ever. 

Judge Lochren's Tribute. 
Judge Wllliam Lochren of the United 

States court had known Judse Flandrau 
for nearly half a century. : "I first met 
him;" said Judge Lochren to-day, "in 
1856, and I always held him in the high­
est esteem. It was he who opened the 
first term of the district court of Hen­
nepin county, at the old courthouse, in 
the fall of 1857. His ability was manifest 
from the start. He proved, ·in the general 
estimation o! the bar, one o! the ablest 
m en who ever presided in the conrt. He 
made himself equally influential as asso­
ciate justice of the supreme court of the 
state during the early sixties. He did 
much towards forming the judicial depart-· 
m ent, and by his acumen, accurate knowl­
edge and fine sense of ' equity, h e was 
enabled to correct abuses ' lhcldent to · legal 
practice in a frontier state. Judge Flan­
drau wlll be remembered by all who knew 
him personally ·as a striking example of 
the thoro cul tui-e and the high character­
that characterized so many residents of 
Minnesota in the earliest days." 
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