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‘King Jake’ relgned in Lac qu1 Parle

CURT BROWN

Of all the cool old photo-
graphs in all the small-town
Minnesota history museums,
1 have a new favorite. That is,
if you can call a 131-year-old,
black-and-white image “new."”

The picture hangs in a
simple frame on the “Time-
line Wall" of the Lac qui Pagle
County History Center in
Madison — 165 miles west
of Minneapolis. It's also on
the cover of a book titled:
“Norwegians on the Prairie”
(tinyarl.com,/Madizonhinn).

Snappedin November 1884,
the photo shows work horses
interspersed with a few dozen
Morwegian immigrants, bun-
dled inthick coats and hatsbya

white wooden frame building,

High above the crowd,
Jacob F.Jacobsonstraddles the
steep roof's apex — holding an

Born on a Worwegian fjord
in184% Jacobson was a 37-year-
old farm implement dealer
when he climbed the rooftop.
Hewould go ontoa prominent
career in the Legislature, fore-
ing powerful railroad compa-
nies to pay more taxes.

In 1908, he won the Repub-
lican nomination for governor
but failed tounseat fohn A. John-
son in a campaign that pitted a
MNorwegianchallenger againsta
son of Swedes, Jacobson's anti-
aleohol stance might have cost
him the race when the so-called
“wets® backed Johnson

By the time Jacobson died
in 1938, at 89, the Minneapo-
liz Star called him “one of the
most colorful figures in Min-
nesota public life.” And his
hometown newspaper, the
Madison Independent Press,
said: “ Take,” as he was known
to his friends, was a fighter

.. and was called the Lac qui
Ps.ﬂe Cwnty ‘wa.rhorsa dur-

omne of Jacobson’s first climbs
into the public fray. When Lac
qui Parle County formed in

1871, a village by the same name
served as the county seat. But
‘when the railroad bypassed the
village, nearby Dawson and
Madison tangled over where
to move the county seat along
the naw rail line,

TJacobson led a group of 150
men and 40 horse-drawn wag-
ons, hauling the courthouse
15 miles through a November
blizzard froom Lac qui Parle Vil-
lage to Madison.

“In. Lac qui Parle County,
people refer to Jacob E Jacob-
son as King Jake'"” the St. Paul
Dispatch said in 1926. “On the
day that citizens dragged the
old courthouse 15 miles cross

Lae gui Parle County History Center (above); Minnesota Historical Society (oght)
JACOB JACOBSON 1849-1938

Jacobson stood on the reof of the courthouse he helped move in Lac qui Parle County in 1286,
He was known for advocating for railroad taxes at the Capitalin hisloud, high-pitched veice.

country to Madison it was ‘Eing.

Dr. Eristin Benson, a
recently retived pediatrician
from Minnetonka, is Jacobson's
great-great miece. Her family
research took her to Morway
in 2001, and she rode a fishing
boat through the steep-cliff
fiords of Tacobson's childhood.

According to that research,
Tacob Jacobson was 8 years
old — the seventh of nine chil-
dren — when the family emi-
grated in 1857 to Dover, Towa.
Afrer some schooling there,
he joined three brothers in a

caravan of 22 covered wagons
heading for western Minne-
sota in 18367

They settled in Lac qui Parle
Village —aFrench translationof
what the Dakota called “the lake
that speals” The area housed a
fur-trading post creared in 1826
and a mission that converted

Dakota people to Christianity

before it closed in1854.
Jacobson and his brother
spent months living in a cov-
ered wagon while building
their first shelter. By 1872,
Jacobson was serving as
county auditor and he would
spent the next 64 years on the
county’s fair board. He was

Jacob E Tacobson

JAKE’S ROADSIDE
PARK

Along Hwy. 75 in the west-
em Minnesota town of
Madison, you'Tl find a fiber-
glass cod fish named Lou T
Fisk in a park named after
1F.{Take} Jacobson. In 1972,
town elders re-christened
‘Wayside Parle to honar
Jarobson, a Norwegian
émigré who founded the
towmn, sold farm mple-
mernts, served as auditor
and fair commissioner and
represented the area at the
Legislature for 14 years
beginning in 1888,

The parkis adjacent to the
Lac qui Parle County His-
tory Center, open 10. 8.
to 4 pumweeeldays and 10
am to 3 prnoon Saturdays
through October,

first elected to the Legislanare
in 1888 and spent 14 years rep-
resenting western Minnesota
at the Capitol.

“This stalwart native of
MNorway was self-educated,
crude in manner and speach.
Fet he had a genius for leg-
islative leadership,” his con-
temporary, political reporter
Charles B. Cheney, wrote in
the Minneapolis Tribune,
loaking back in' 1946

Jacobson's voice was leg-
endary in the old state Cap-
itol, where the Senate and
House chambers were r_lose
together.

“Tacobson had 2 hlg}l-
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pitched, strident voice, and |
when he got going in debate |

. it woke the neighborhood” !

Cheney wrote, "Over in the -
senatechambertheywouldsay:
“There goes the alarm clock'
There would be a rush across |
the Little corridor to the house _,
side, to hear the burning words. !
of the man from Lac qui Parle
Jacobson's biggest fights~t
came against the powerful
railroad men. As chairman of
the appropriations committes -
in the state House, he pushed |
through many tax measures. .|
and “fought vainly to stem the
craze of drainage ufmus]ieg .
swamps,” Cheney said. s
His personal life m:r:omd :
his political struggles. He was. -

. married three times. His first™

two wives and first two chil-
dren died before he did. _'-‘ .
When he died in 1938 in
Madison, the B.-ﬁnmaapo];s =
Sta.rsm.dhewaslmownas“l]:e- o
Commoner”inthe Legislaturs. ©
and “led progressives in the |
fight for railroad taxation” |
Hewassunrivedb}']:isﬂﬁrd_:
wife, a daughter from the secs 3
ond marriage and 2 son and "
daughter from his third wife. -
Maling it to 89 meant he l:rut-
lived by 27 years the avmgc '
U.S. male in 1938,
“Upuntil a year or twoagg _
he had been in good health™
and carried his yvears in &
manmer that would have been

+ a credit to a much younger

man,” his hometown news-
paper said.

“During his years of life in
this county he made a host of
friends whom he won by his
honest, courageous manner.”

After all, it takes courage to
climb up on the roofof a court-
house you just moved 15 miles
through Movember snow.
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