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remote locations.
The foundation has a Broadband Initiative
Board that encourages businesses to consider
broadband. Committee Chair Rep. Bob GunBroadening broadband use could help productivity
ther (R-Fairmont) is a member. "There are very
many small towns in Greater Minnesota where
you couldn't be an auto dealer ifyou didn't have
By MATT WETZEL
Sponsored by Rep. Andrew "Andy" high-speed Internet," he said.
"Can you imagine a dial-up (connection)
broadband Internet connection means Westerberg (R-Blaine), HF1197 was heard
more than surfing the Web quickly March 1 by the House Jobs and Economic downloading a book report?" Gunther asked.
without tying up your phone line. It also Opportunity Policy and Finance Committee, If broadband allows businesses to grow, they
and held over for possible inclusion in the could add employees, and that makes broadhelps businesses operate more efficiently.
band an effective economic development tool,
One example is WindLogics, Inc. Based in committee's omnibus bill.
"I believe broadband is a necessary tool for he said.
St. Paul, and with a Grand Rapids operation,
Even so, according to a 2004 study by the
the company provides long-term weather and continued development in rural Minnesota,"
Center for Rural Policy and Development,
wind variability reports to utilities and wind Westerberg said.
based in St. Peter, only
farm developers. "All of our products are
Broadband became
Expanding
broadband
wouldnotonly
21 percent of people
delivered on the Web. You couldn't really do available to the general
help businesses, butschools could
in Greater Minnesota
it without broadband," said Mark Ahlstrom, public about five years
ago, after the Internet
chief executive officer.
place courses on the Web for students use broadband, even
though 85 percent have
Lee Alnes, vice president of marketing with had become popular.
atremote locations.
access to it.
WindLogics, saidthe companyhas more than 100 Internet access at the
Gunther said people have to be convinced of
computers in Grand Rapids that transmit massive time was primarily achieved by dial-up,
amounts of data to the St. Paul office every day. which had its limitations. Broadband offered the importance ofhigh-speed Internet access.
"Somebody has to tell people about it. It's a
Transmitting that data by dial-up connection a quicker, more varied choice.
educational
tool."
would probably take more than a day.
Broadband is a high capacity, high-speed
And the Blandin Foundation is trying to
"It would be too expensive to bother driv- transmission channel carried on cables that
ing them down. Our need for information is have a wider b~ndwidth than the telephone take the ball and run with it. "We are trying
pretty much real time," he said. "It changes lines. Broadband channels can carry video, to show people why they need it," he said.
Cost could be an issue, according to the
your life when you can look up something voice and data simultaneously, so the transreport.
The average price ofa home broadband
instantaneously. I don't have a phone book mission of movies and videotapes is a lot
in rural Minnesota dropped from
connection
in my home anymore."
easier.
Simply put, broadband does what dial-up
"Whether you're a business, or school, or $40.90 in 2003 to $37.45 in 2004. That's still
connections do, only a lot faster, and you government or health care organization, it $13 higher than the average monthly dial-up
can connect without occupying your phone allows you to operate more efficiently and connection, according to the report. Prices
line. Alas, broadband
productively," said for businesses would be comparable, Fields
According
to
a2004
studyby
the
Center
for
Internet access costs
Gary Fields, project said.
"The cost of broadband continues to come
more.
Rural Policy and Development, basedin consultant for the
down
as people use it. As people understand
The Blandin Founfoundation.
St. Peter, only 21 percent ofpeople in
dation in Grand Rap"There are many the value it delivers, they usually spend the
GreaterMinnesota use broadband, even areas where we are less money for it," Fields said.
ids recognizes the
Gunther said it's an investment that some
though 85 percenthave access to it.
efficiency of broadcompetitive. We have
band technology, so
to take every oppor- companies will have to make. "You can't take
it's trying to raise $1 million for a Broadband tunity. Broadband technology allows us to do the time in today's business using what dial-up
Development Fund. The foundation will put that," he said. "Many companies sell on the offers you. You've got to be fast," he said.
A companion bill (SF1120), sponsored by
up $250,000, and is seeking $250,000 from Internet. Broadband is a great way to identify
Sen. Dallas C. Sams (DFL-Staples), awaits
the state, with the remainder to come from who they (customers) are."
other sources. The money must be used to
One use for businesses is to place catalogs action in the Senate Finance Committee.
increase the use of broadband technology by on the Internet for downloading and schools
businesses, schools, health care, government can place courses on the Web for students at
organizations and the general public.
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Hansen's background perfect for diverse constituency

By LEE ANN SCHUTZ

The day before the legislative session was
to begin, Rep. Rick Hansen (DFL-South
St. Paul) sat at his desk, studying last year's
bonding bill. Ifhe could
have introduced the first
bill of the session, that
would have been it, he
said. "It is unfinished
business, and at least to
the people I represent, it
is important."
But when it comes to
Rep. Rick Hansen
concerns in his district,
the bonding bill is outranked by concerns
over affordable health care and maintaining a quality public education system. This
shouldn't come as too much of a surprise,
Hansen said. For his district, that includes
Lilydale, Mendota, Mendota Heights, West St.
aul and parts of Eagan, and South St. Paul,

I

is diverse in economics, ethnicity and age.
The district has a large number of seniors,
with whom the cost of health care is an immediate concern. But there is an equally
large number of what he calls the "sandwich
generation" - adult children taking care of
their children and elderly parents.
Hansen knows all about these struggles. He
is a new father and recently had to deal with
making decisions about nursing homes and
assisted care facilities for his own parents. He
has introduced legislation asking for a study
on how public and private institutions and
workplaces are dealing with the issue.
From his farming roots in rural Freeborn
County and his work with the Department
ofAgriculture, to his new ventures in e-commerce selling Amish-made furniture, Hansen
believes he is well suited to represent his constituency. He was drawn to the idea ofrunning
for the House because of his dedication to

Rep. Diane Loeffler (DFL-Mpls) has spent a
good part ofher career working with budgets,
and in one instance, it had a very interesting
outcome.
Several years ago,
when the Minnesota
Board ofEnvironmental
Education was facing
budget woes, it held an
auction to raise money.
Loeffler bid, sight unseen, on help to perform
Rep. Diane Loeffler
some home improvements. The board member who offered the
service is now her husband.
"Demanding times can sometimes result in
creative solutions," she said of the auction.
Loeffler has an eclectic background. She
erned at the Department of Administration, which used to handle state budgeting.
She has worked in education policy research,
local government, employment, human serMarch 4, 2005

Largest city: Eagan
County: Dakota
Top concerns: Affordable health care,
quality education

Hansen has introducedlegislation
asking for astudyon howpublicand
private institutions and workplaces
are dealing with issues faced by the
"sandwich generation."
public service and feels honored to have been
elected.
On the day that Hansen was sworn in, he
resigned from a job at the Department of
Agriculture where he worked for 17 years on
pesticide issues. Hansen could have retained
his position, but felt that ethically he could
not vote on legislation that affected the department. "But I won't forget my work in
public service, and I bring that to the table,"
he said.
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A culmination of experience led Loeffler to the House
By BRETT MARTIN

2002 population: 36,532

vices and health care, focusing primarily on
budgets and analyzing policy. This all served
as a catalyst to run for the House seat.
"One of the things I bring to the job is experience on a wide range of issues," she said,
adding that her background will be invaluable
on her committees: Commerce and Financial
Institutions and its Technology, Bioscience
and Medical Products Division; Governmental Operations and Veterans Affairs; and Rules
and Legislative Administration.
Loeffler would like to see more funding in
education.
"We need to increase the state investment in
education - in pre-k through university education," she said. "The state has to assure that
every child, no matter where he or she is born,
receives a quality, publicly paid education."
If she could have introduced the first bill of
the session, it would have been equal quality
education for all children in the state.
"Ifyou look at what the state is responsible
for providing, education is a key responsibil-

2002 Population: 36,715

Largest city: Minneapolis
County: Hennepin
Top concerns: Adequately funded
education, health care needs

'7he state has to assure that every
child, no matter where he orshe is
born, receives aquality, publiclypaid
education."
- Rep. Diane Loeffler
ity," Loeffler said. "Education is a core Minnesota value. If you have a good education, it
opens up so many doors later in life."
She is also concerned with keeping a lid on
property tax increases.
"There are a lot ofyoung homeowners and
elderly people on fixed incomes who are being strangled by property tax increases," she
said.
Having spent part ofher career in the health
care field, she realizes the importance of affordable health care.
"I want to ensure quality health care is
available for everyone," she said.
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