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core mission of schools?

By RUTH DUNN
hat's a school district to do in the
21st Century? With dollars stretched
and resources limited, should a
school district stop trying to do everything
and focus on academics? Or, should school
districts continue to educate the whole child
including athletics and the fine arts along
with academics?
Committee chair Rep. Mark Buesgens (R-Jordan) and Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville)
posed those questions with the introduction
of HF1090 in the House Education Policy and
Reform Committee March 10. Buesgens is the
chief sponsor and Greiling is a co-sponsor.
Although the bill was tabled until next session, the sponsors hope to keep the discussion
alive.
They're asking the legislative auditor to
evaluate the financial costs and educational
benefits of high school sports and fine arts
activities. Results of the research would
"help policy makers decide on the relative
importance ofsports and fine arts activities in
light of their impact on students' educational
performance and the reality of increasingly
constrained and stretched school revenues,"
the bill's sponsors wrote in a letter to Legislative Auditor James Nobles.
The bill would shift responsibility for noncurricular athletic and fine arts activities from
school districts to local governments. The
transfer would allow school districts to focus
on academics, said Buesgens. Programs would
remain the same, but paychecks to coaches,
advisors and athletic directors would come
from cities instead of school districts.
"We're not proposing eliminating co-curricular activities, we just want to explore the
governance so all kids have the opportunities," said Greiling. "We would never propose
getting rid of these opportunities for kids."
The bill would affect noncurricular (sometimes called extra-curricular and co-curricular) activities regulated by the Minnesota State
High School League, including sports, debate
and speech.
Buesgens said he and Greiling introduced
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the bill to start a discussion about the mission
ofschools - should schools specifically focus
on academics or have a wider focus on the
whole child.
Since it began meeting in January, Buesgens
said the House Education Policy and Reform
Committee has heard testimony from several
people who have studied the current education system. "We have seen data on how the
educational system is serving young men and
women; about how society itself is changing,"

and activities director at Henry Sibley High
School. "If you take [co-curricular activities]
out of the schools you miss an opportunity to
educate the whole child."
"Co-curricular activities enrich classroom
academics," said Kraft. They are an extension
ofthe classroom and allow students to experience the reality of many lessons they learn in
the classroom.
"The core missions don't match," said Rich
Dippel, activities director at South St. Paul
High School, who used to work in city recreation. The core mission of cities is to provide
public services like roads, water, sewer and
police and fire protection. "The core mission
of schools is to provide for students and help
them become strong, young adults."
City recreation departments operate on
shoestring budgets, he said. Some rural cities

lillie moves from city to

By MATT WETZEL
After a decade on the city council, Rep.
Leon Lillie (DFL-North St. Paul) saw an opportunity to take his experience to the state
level.
"I wanted to make
sure we kept a strong
voice for the area," he
said.
And his campaign
for the House seat was a
family affair. "My wife
and the rest of my famRep. Leon Lillie
ily got involved. It was
a fun thing to do that. Getting out there and
being with them," he said.
A major issue in District 55A, which includes
Maplewood and North St. Paul, is education.
"It's important to the people in my area that
higher education is affordable," Lillie said. "You
n't want to see where the less affluent won't
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have access to higher education."
Health care is also a concern. "I would try to
make health care available to everyone. How
we get there, obviously, that's the sticking
point," he said.
Transportation is on the minds of his constituents, also. "The need (for new roads) is
very great," he said.
But again, the key issue is funding. Lillie said
that raising the gas tax one-half cent and then
dedicating the proceeds to roads is an option.
"I'm comfortable with making the choices,"
he said. "I think there's support out there and
I'm willing to ask"
If he could have sponsored the first bill of
the session, it would have been the bonding
bill. "That was important. Voters are disappointed with us for the work (the Legislature)
did last session."
Lillie, who defeated former Rep. Scott
Wasiluk in the primary, said he wants to work

Peterson takes on new role to serve familiar constituency

2002 population: 36,753

Largest city: Maplewood
County: Ramsey
Top concerns: Education, health care,
transportation and jobs

flPeople needdecentjobs. Irealize
businesses need to be viable. Quality
oflife is kind ofwhat I'm all about.
fI
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Rep. Leon Lillie

with his colleagues on both sides of the aisle.
''I'm trying to build friendships. I realize by
working together, hopefully we can keep that
perspective," he said.
Lillie is a union man, and he believes jobs
are important. "People need decent jobs. I
realize businesses need to be viable. Quality
of life is kind of what I'm all about."
A member of the International Association of Machinists, Local 1833, Lillie works
as a ramp agent for Northwest Airlines at
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.

2002 population: 36,523

Largest city: Bloomington
County: Hennepin
Top concern: Transportation
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Jeffell Tate from Roosevelt High School in Minneapolis, from left, Emma Paskewitz from Southwest
High School in Minneapolis and Keegan Connor and Amanda Nisleit from Woodbury High School
testify March 10 before the House Education Policy and Reform Committee on a bill that would transfer
noncurricular athletic and fine arts activities for youth from school districts to local governments.
Behind them are Rep. Mark Buesgens and Rep. Mindy Greiling, two of the bill's sponsors.

he said. "Those who spoke have alluded to
concerns as to whether or not the [educational]
system we created almost 100 years ago can
now serve the needs that we as society and we
as politicians have placed on the system."
Buesgens said he passionatelybelieves in the
benefit of noncurricular activities for young
men and women. "I just don't see how one can
make the case that the only place for those
lessons to be learned is inside school walls,"
he said. "Learning happens all over the place
in our daily lives."
Co-curricular activities are a huge and vital
part ofhis school's core mission ofeducating the
whole child, said Matt Kraft, associate principal

don't even have them.
Amanda Nisleit, who plays on the basketball and volleyball teams at Woodbury High
School, said she's participated on summer
non-school teams and the players never got
close. "It's all about the camaraderie of the
team," she said. School teams are very close
and share team goals and attitudes. She worries that she'd lose that closeness if school
teams are moved to city ones and that school
spirit would diminish.
A companion bill (SF1381), sponsored
Sen. Sandra 1. Pappas (DFL-St. Paul), await
action in the Senate Education Committee.
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By LEE ANN SCHUTZ
Bow ties.
Rep. Neil W. Peterson (R-Bloomington)
wears them for a reason. "You remember me,
don't you?"
It's not that he's trying to draw attention
to himself; the ties are
more ofa personal statement. It's his way of
saying the stereotypical
life of a retiree is not for
him - he's living life
Rep. Neil W. Peterson his way. And that is to
continue a life of public service.
Representing a portion of Bloomington is
a continuation of his long years of service to
t constituency. He served three terms as the
y's mayor, and four terms as a city councilor.
During some of that time, he steered the city
through the opening of the Mall of America.
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Peterson had very little time to make his
decision to run for the House. Six-term representative Alice Seagren was appointed commissioner of education by Gov. Tim Pawlenty
on the last day candidates could file to run for
the Legislature.
"My wife suggested I run, and so did an acquaintance. So I jumped in, and here I am."
Now that he's at the Capitol, he's exercising
patience with the process. "I don't have an
agenda. Good governance is important, and
I think that means not opening your mouth
first, but instead, observe what is going on and
listen to your constituency and instincts."
Although his district covers the western
portion of Bloomington, if, on the east side
of the city, a casino becomes part of any Mall
of America expansion, it would impact his
constituents. He explained that the hospitality
industry, with more than 8,000 hotel rooms
along Interstate 494, has a huge impact on the

fli don't have an agenda. Good
governance is important, and I
think thatmeans not opening your
mouth first, butinstead, observe
whatis going on andlisten to your
constituency andinstincts."
Rep. Neil W. Peterson

local economy.
His sense is that the people there do not
want a casino, nor is he in favor of balancing
the state budget on gambling revenue.
Peterson describes his district, which
also includes a portion of Edina, as mature,
second-ring suburbs with a population that
is older and high income. He sees good connecting roads as one of the area's greatest
concerns.
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