
flMany unemployedpeople were
counting onjobs from the

bonding bill. When thatdidn't
happen they were upset.fI

- Rep. Tina Liebling

flKids have got to be given every
advantage they can be given

in education.fI

- Rep. Jeanne Poppe

2002 population: 36,591
Largest city: Rochester
County: Olmsted
Top concerns: Economy, health care,
education

2002 population: 36,857
Largest city: Austin
Counties: Fillmore and Mower
Top concern: Substantial rural economic
growth

"I think about how is it going to impact
my mother who's living on Social Security
and has medical needs. I also think about
how it's going to impact my teenagers and
future grandchildren," she said. "We have to
think more long-term. We need more than a
temporary fix; we need to solve problems."

Poppe serves on three House committees:
Environment and Natural Resources, Lo­
cal Government, and Rules and Legislative
Administration.

in 2002 when she first ran for office. She is now
associatedwith another lawpractice. She spends
a lot of time now in St. Paul and it's hard for
her to be away from her two younger children
Hannah, 16, and Samuel, 11. The oldest child,
David, is a college freshman.

But still, she said, "It feels good to be here,
like it's the right thing to do. I always want to
learn new things and face challenges. I know
that's going to happen here. It already has."

activities

Poppe sees herself as a good listener and
problem solver, which she attributes to her
background as an educator. She is a career
counselor on leave from Riverland Commu­
nity College in Albert Lea.

"To be a good counselor, you have to be
a good listener," she said. "You have to help
people see what they might be missing by
helping them see all sides."

One of Poppe's priorities is making sure
the bonding bill passes to provide reliefto her
district hit hard by a September 2004 flood
where two people lost their lives. Some con­
stituents need help relocating and preventing
future flood damage. Poppe is also focused
on making sure all children receive a quality
education from pre-school through college.

"Kids have got to be given every advantage
they can be given in education," she said. A
mother of three, Poppe considers how each
legislative decision will affect her family.

and a physician husband with a busy career of
his own, when she was urged to run for office,
she took the chance.

Gridlock at the Legislature - especially
failure to pass a bonding bill - was a key
factor in her victory in 2004, she believes.
"Many unemployed people were counting on
jobs from the bonding bill. When that didn't
happen they were upset."

That bill included two key projects in the
Rochester area - a laboratory for the genom­
ics partnership between the Mayo Clinic and
the University of Minnesota, and a nurses
training facility at the community college.

Education is also a key issue in her district
with many highly educated people who don't
want public schools to be second rate, she
explains. Health care, of course, is also an
important issue for her constituents.

Liebling gave up her criminal defense practice

........ Ir"'~L..ll see s results in bonding and education

By RUTH DUNN

Some people may have been surprised
when Rep. Tina Liebling (DFL-Rochester) was
elected to the House, but she wasn't.

In a three-way race
in 2002, Liebling and
an Independence Par­
ty candidate together
gathered more votes
than Republican Carla
Nelson.

"I was optimistic I
could win a two-way

Rep. Tina Liebling race," she said.

Rochester, once a Republican stronghold,
tends to be a swing area now, says Liebling. "The
area has changedwith lots ofpoliticalmoderates
moving in who are liberal on social issues."

Although her life was filled with a law prac­
tice, community involvement, three children

By BRETT MARTIN

Rep. Jeanne Poppe (DFL-Austin) didn't ex­
actly follow in her father's footsteps. Sure, they
both have a background in politics and civic

involvement, but she is
a DFLer and her father
was a Republican.

"I am involved in
politics because I had
my dad as a role model,"
Poppe said. "Perhaps
the one thing he taught
me is to stand up for

Rep. Jeanne Poppe what I believe."

After losing a close House race two years ago
to JeffAnderson, Poppe reversed the results in
the last election. She said her district, like the
country, is divided over issues and she intends

heal the division.
"I want to bridge that divide," she said.

"We need more communication and more
listening."

Indians, according to Christine Carlson, a
photographer and historian from the area.

Biauswah died around 1710, after another
tribe attacked his village. The enemywarriors
were going to kill Biauswah's son, but Biau
wah offered himselfas a sacrifice instead. TH
son took his father's name, and became a hero
in his own right, according to Carlson.

A companion, SF181, sponsored by Sen.
Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick), has been re­
ferred to the Senate Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.

page, making it easier to move between the
sections.
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A companion bill (SF374) sponsored by Sen.
Keith Langseth (R-Glyndon), has been referred
to the Senate Transportation Committee.

A third bill would honor a 17th century
American Indian and modern day American
Indian military veterans. Sponsored by Rep.
Bill Hilty (DFL-Finlayson), HF59 would des­
ignate the bridge on Trunk Highway 23 that
crosses the St. Louis River Biauswah Bridge in
honor of Native American veterans.

Biauswah is considered heroic as both
a warrior and peacemaker by American

Read all about it
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The editors atSession Weekly have faced aconun­
drum in recent years: what to do when legislative
activity heats up and produces interesting stories
beyond the 24 printed pages to which the news­
magazine is bound?

The Session Weekly EXTRA, that's what. The
EXTRA (www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hinfo/swx.
asp) is a place on the House Web site where read­
ers can find expanded content and additional
highlights.
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Roads continued from page 15

veterans groups in the Red River Valley to
bring a proposal to cities in the area, and
ultimately to Rep. Morrie Lanning (R-Moor­
head), to designate the new Trunk Highway
10 bridge as Veterans Memorial Bridge. "This
bridge is a wonderful thing," said Leo Joe Bak­
er, a member of the American Legion post in
Moorhead. A similar bill has to pass the North
Dakota Legislature, which meets only in
odd-numbered years.
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