
AClI1reSS Clel.1Tered to ~9th Century Club, o..atcnna, M1.nnesota, by W. R. Kinyon in

I have been requested. by one of your meobers to relate some rePl1niecencea of

Owat.onna. If I correct3.y interpret this request it 18 desired that I till yOU l!IOIlI&-

thing of the experience of those who made the first settl~t on the site of our cit.y

and in its rlcinit,... My stol'7 will cOlIta.1n no tbrl..l.l.in& e.-ents, no wondrous escapes

trtllll great ~ers, nor even reate cases of extreme want and aufferir-s. But if it

cOJ:;'rectly represents conditione it will describe eamest, energetic and persevering

men and lfomeD who had lett their New York and New Engl811d homes nth all their com!Drte

and conveniences and Ca:Je to a new and unsettled reston to make homes for themselves.

In place ot the c:omforts and eonTen1ences they had lett. there were IC&Jl¥ of thelll COD-

palled. to erect the log cabin or board aback while living in thdr wagons, to fUrnish

th_ with • chair or tao lIade tn.I an old ba.rrti, if the,.. chanced to have oo.e, a tab~e

and cupbo.rd .IIlllde frcGI the bo:es in which their goods _re packod, bede of slough gran

placed on poles or boughs, such were their homes. Probably tha first they had ever

been able ·to really oall. their O'llll.. Brightened by love, ambition and hope for the 1'u­

ture, may we not sa!'ely conclude that tha hay roof of some of these lit.tle homes eov-

ered &.5 l:lUch real happiness &tI rests under the gUded root of the weutJv? In the

su:::::m.er of 1854 a amall party set out l!"OlII 1I1noo; prospecting for hOllle8. Their objec­

tbe point was the Kinneaot& River near Ua.okato. 1'h8J" camped one night on the banks

of the Owatonna River at this point. So well were A. B. Comell and W. F. Pettit pleaeed

with the surroundings that they determined to stick their stake here. Soon atter Mr.

Cornell built a log cabin near where the l""ee1dence of G. P. Albertue now stands. Mr.

Pettit built a s:uJ.l ane Stol'7 frame house when the main building ot Pillebury- ACadelQ"

now etNl.d8.

In the spring of IBSS a f_ CMliIl, acong tbl!llllllr. II Mrs. Winship. llr. Winship Call-

menced at once to hau1 loge tor a hotel. and erected one 16 f ••t wide and 20 feet in

length. It was not quite as pretentious as --:he Owatonna". In tha.t hotel the kitchen,

dining room, office and parlor wers all in the s&l'lle room. Ouest ch8lllbers in the attic

under the ratters when the gue8ts soon learned to stoop low and to roll out of bed in­
~

stead of rising on their teet.. In timl! of • rush the main noor wall uaed aa/guest bhaIIlber

and lITen the adjacent lots outside. the hearty wel.CC88 extended by air. II llrs. Winship
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to all their guests. the watchful care for their comfort. their kindness. sympathy

and even aid, when needed, IllAde the Winship House a pleasant retnechrance for yea.rs

after to all who enjoyed its hospitality.

l!an)' came in 1856, mostly young mlllD looking for speculative snaps. The town site

had been plAtted4- it mad. a b85Ut1..1'ul. city on paper. So well c11d the town proprietors

portray it.s ad'r8Z1~. and. this future great c:ity of the _at, that these young men

bleW their IIlOne;y into tollD lots at fabulous prices. KanT ot the purchasers resold in

t.he next. two years at on_fourth the price paid and lett the count.ry. The latter part.

of 1857 lias a period of gnat financial 10s8 and d,1etrees in the older states and es­

pecially was this true in the West. NearlT all t.be banks in Illinois, Iowa and Wia-

conain tailed. The motley in circulation was the notes of these banks. They became

worth1eas and many lost their all. rhose who had money found themselves .. poor as

those who had non8•

. Kay 11, 1858 Kinnesote was ad.1dtted as a state. About the S8i:le time the peo;ue

voted to loan bonds of the state in the sum of $5,000,000 to certain railroad companies

to induce them to build their roads at once. These acts attracted the attention of

people farther &ast and especially of those who had lost. their all the year before.

It app"a~ ~.a though lfinne80ta would have a boom, that it was the place to retrieva

one l s fortunes and lllllllY came, 300Ilg the:Jl young man seeking a place to begi.D their life

werle. I became oS cithen of OwatOMa in that sUle month ot Mq and 'the population of

the count)' was IlLILterlally increased that seaaon. Owatonna at that the had about a
....<

dozen shacks, mostly on Bridee Street. On the North side was..Harsh& Drug Store, Kor-

ford and Odell Grocery, Hunewin Hardware and Joel Wilson Blacklllll1th Shop. On the

South, Hall &: Rawson Office (building still 8t.anding), Goodwin &: Dresser Tailor Shop,

George Howe Saloon and Coburn Store, abo a ama1.l offiee building occupied by M. A.

Dalley as a law office. Dailey alae held all the county offices e~e?t sharitt, b~

1n& deputT for ~st of them.. The sheriff' 8 office was helcl by David Linda3m1tb. Where

the Firat Rational Bank no" standa was an oftice 14 x 20 and ~ faet high. This build­

ing "all 8ecureO. by myselt and Frank Babcock as an otfice and the Post Olfice, County

Treasury Office, Law Offiee and Abstract Oftiee ware all in this l.dldir.8 at the same

title. On Main street was Deacon stoughton's Store and Dr. Morehouse's office. ~ear

tha comer of Cedar Street and Broadway the Eureka House. This for style in a.rehi-
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