Address delivered to 19th Century Club, Owatonna, Minnesota, by W. R. Kinyon in
May, 1906:

I have been requested by one of your members to relate some reminiscences of
Owatonna. If I correctly interpret this request it is desired that I tell you some-
thing of the experience of thoao who made the first settlement on the site of our city
and in its vicinity. lty"._a&.ory will contain no thrilling events, no wondrous escapes
from great dangers, nor even relate cases of extreme want and suffering. But if it
correctly represents ¢onditions it will describe earnest, energetic and persevering
men and womea who had left their New York and New England homes with all their comfprts
&nd conveniences and come to a new and unsettled region to make homes for themselves,

In place of the comforts and conveniences they had left, there were many of them com-
pelled to erect the log csbin or board shack while living in their wagons, to furmish
them with a chair or two made from an old barrel, if they chanced to have cne, a table
and cupboard made from the boxes in which their goods were packed, beds of slough grass
placed on poles or boughs, such were their homes, Probably the first they had ever
been able -to really call their own. Erightened by love, ambition and hope for the fu-
ture, may we not aafely_ conclude that the hay roof of some of these little homes cov-
ered as much rezl happiness as rests under the gilded roof of the wealthy? In the
summer of 1854 a small party set out from Winon# prospecting for homes, Their objec-
tive point was the Minnesota River near Mankato. They camped one night on the banks
of the Ona.tum; River at this point. So well were A. B, Cornell and W. F., Pettit pleased
with the surroundings that they determined to stick their stake here. B8oon after Mr.
Cornell built = log cabin near where the residence of G. F, Albertus now stands. Mr.
Pettit built a2 small one story frame house where the main building of Pillsbury Academy
now stands,

In the spring of 1855 a few came, among them My, & Mrs, Winship., Mr. Winship com—
menced &t once to haul logs for a hotel and erected one 16 feet wide and 20 feet in
length, It wass not quite as pretentious as "The Owatonna", In that hotel the kitchenm,
dining room, office and parlor were all in the same room, Guest chambers in the attic |
under the rafters where the guests soon learmed to stoop low and to roll out of bed in-
chealjat) siitag:an Swir: Socts ' Yo Simt oF & ek Siemiln Dbk i nesl a6/ et e
and even the adjacent lots cutside. The hearty welcome extended by Mr. & Mrs, Winship
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to all their guests, the watchful care for their comfort, their kindness, sympathy
and even aid, when needed, made the Winship House a pleasant remembrance for years
after to all who enjoyed its hospitality.

Many came in 1856, mostly young men locking for speculative snaps. The town site
had been plattedd it made & bezutiful city on paper. So well did the town proprietors
portray its advantages and this future great eity of the west, that these young men
blew their money into town lots at fabulous prices. Many of the purchasers resold in
the next two years at one-fourth the price paid and left the country. The latter part
of 1857 was a period of great financial loss and distress in the older states and es-
pecially was this true in the West. Nearly all the banks in Illinois, Iowa and Wis-
consin failed, The money in circulation was the notes of these banks. They became
worthless and many lost their all. Those who had money found themselves as poor as
those who had none,

. May 11, 1858 Minnesota was admitted as a state. About the same time the people
voted to loan bonds of the state in the sum of §5,000,000 to certain railroad companies
to induce them to build their roads at once. These acts attracted the attention of
people farther east ahd especially of those who had lost their all the year before.

It appeared »s though -Einnesota would have a boom, that it was the place to retrieve
one's fortunes and many came, among them young mén seeking a place to begin their life
work, I became a citizen of Owatonna in that same month of May and the population of
the county was materially increased that season., Owatonna at that time had about =
dozen shacks, mostly on Bridge Street, On the North side wa.:::larsha Drug Store, Mor-
ford and Odell Grocery, Hunewill Hardware and Joel Wilson Blacksmith Shop., On the
South, Hall & Rawson Office (building still standing), Goodwin & Dresser Tailor Shop,
George Howe Saloon and Coburn Store, alsc a small office building occupied by M. A.
Dailey as a law office., Dailey also held all the county offices except sheriff, be-
ing deputy for most of them. The sheriff's office was held by David Lindesmith. Where
the First National Bank now stands was an office 14 x 20 and § feet high., This build-
ing was secured by myself and Frank Babcock as an office and the Post Office, County
Treasury 0ffice, Law Office and Abstract Office were all in this Lirilding at the same
time, On Main Street was Deacon Stoughton's Store and Dr. Horehouse's office. HNear

the corner of Cedar Street and Broadway the Eureka House, This for style im. archi-
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tectnrs was unique and without & parsllei. At lesst it has naver been my fortune to
see anything zncisnt or modern resenbling it. Tt was all wings., My first view of this
structure brovpht bteck to me o mental pdeture 1 had ence formed ef Darius Green's fly-
ing machine and I alwayas felt whea 18 it as though the thing might rise up and soar
away with me. The propristors mere ¥, & Mrs. B. L. Arneld. He wes good netured and
fovial, rother entertain his guestsa with a pood story or & joke than split wood for
the cook stove. She was & typleal Englich woman torm in the tight ldittle 1sle. She
aixed up her H's in & bewildering manner, If one ever eseapbd 1t Was sure to lind in
the wrong place. But she looked after her business closely and Amold too when he
neaded it, visited and carsd for the sick, provided for the needy and slwayes had a kind
r:::n_';_i_-_.:-gzccurdgir_g woerd for 211. No one wes mora kindly remachersd by tha E&I;lj' natilay:
in aftar years,than Mra, B. L, Amold, These bulldings with a few temporary dweilings
and & small log school honse comprised Owatoona as I saw it for the first time. I
sust admit that the prospect of sequiring weelth and fame there did not seem to me ex-
ceodingly brilllsnt, but as financial condibione prohibited my golng farther ar aven
gottiong back from whenee I esme, I wes obligsd to resain, Mast of thone who came thia
spring were in search of land, In fact land was about the only thing to be found hers
witlch hus=mdty could utilisze. & few the year before had plogghed scme of the prairia,
This wrs sewn to wheat, Those ecaing this yezr broke the prairle sod and planted po-
tatoes pnd sod corn. There was a preapect that the inhsbitants weould ralse food sul-
felent for thelr wants, Excassive rainz commenced in June, terrific tlhnmder sterms
came daily, toildings were struck, scae killed and othors injured by lightning. The
ficlds wers flocded, the roads almost dwmpassable. Straipht River beeczme 2 rushing,
fosming terrent extending froz the hill on this side well up that on the other, The
bridge was swept away, two porsens were drosmed in attempting to eross. People "Going
Wagt® wers cemped aleng 4ts banlkes until David Lindesmith with s smell flast bottomed
boat established & ferry. MHe carried the wagons cver a plece nt 2 time, then the people.
The horses towed bBehind the beat were cocpelled to swlm, The curront was strong and
he frequsttly landed 1/2 mile below his cbjective point. The rains snd flood destroyed
mest of the crops. &hout the middle of August ceme & terrlfic heil storm which des-—
troyed the bzlance except potatoss mnd smashed nearly all the windews in town. Glass
to rapair them had te be procgred at Hastings, 3hoze that had money procured and set

new glape, those that had none bosrded up the windows, Winter came, it was sovere,



desp eoow =nd cold, It found =any =mithoul food exsept potators and perhaps a Iiitle
corn pnt without comey. Mhat flour wo Mad was tlack stuff. It ceze Trom Iowa and

cost 4 per pound, Mang families lived on potstood und calt, Some could not even buy
the palt and tock their potatoes clesr. Those that hed com ground It in o coffee
=t1l, =ix=d it Witk sater; baked the slxtore spd had a feast, Nelghbes divided with
oelghbtor L1711 there wes but little left. Spring ease amd the grezt guestion was ssed,
Thiz was finally cbtained. The crop of 1859 was an abmndant cne and nevor since thal
$ime has thero been a short food supply in thiz loeality. The inhsbitante of Owatcona
&t thls tice vers mostly younpg married people. Mpeag all the pleaseras and ampsements
of the=s dsys, one would supposs that such 2 winter smomgy mich surroundings mmst have
Lees &', lonely, dreary, On the cenirary, it was enjoyed and hes ever been re—e=hared
with pleceurs by most of us. e wisited and had cur litile card patties, Soze af ma
would menage to plck up an extrs dise, would tur & whole guart of =zolasses, call iz our
frisnds an2 have a candy pull., In fact thiz wasz the hightoned and fashionable enter—
toaioment of those dayo. We had a fiddler in our cirele and dancing was freqqent.

Thoze who had Rever danced Lefore s=nt &t it with a vis, oooe of this siow langoid
salicing or faney dascing, but good cld time =queare dances ending =itk = jig. Wa Ters

a hilariscs and happy crowd and I cSoobt Lf the care :i.a&.du-dfﬁﬂf-l:ndﬂ.'u!td:y
kas as =uch real enjoyo=mt.

The population of the town and wleinity increased in*59 and '60. Owuytonns oot on
village airs. New buildings, sopecially Uwellinge, wers esrected. The bulldings of all
kinds were south of Ercadway. No-th of Hroadway wis a wheat field sxtending nesrly to
Yaple Creck, Iz the spring of 1855 J. B, Morfiord erected a two story frame bullding
shers Eccsbroecks' Foymitore Stors now stands. It w=s 40 fest leng &=d the =osti pre-
tentlcus Duilding dn 217 the coomty. & sbtore roco on the DSrst Jlecos and ¢ publie
hall above. Church services on the Sabbath, ces, [estivala, shows and legturma
kepl 1t hot during the woek. Marford's Hall was the popular ehureh, the Opand Opera
houze, the Lesture room and Tows Hell of the little vill=ge and served its purpose
woll. The emergstie and patriotie p2ople arranged lor & proper sals=ratlon of July Lth,
1855. Greased plgs, pole elishing, zalc oo the [ife by Darid linda=gith and ecsticg
Ly Hires Shestt snd Eingon. They sessed Lo think 4t would sequire two of vs to ==ke
en erater and Lell all the ploricus things the ccoasion dema ded. Such was our program.

Evorybody was invited Lo eome, bring thelr owm dinner, catch the pig if they could,
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Thhoop T=r Up® fer the Aoeriesn Epzle and have a Jolly good tize, The day ca=n znd

=0 did the pesple froo oiles arcend. The soming wes de—p and cold, tut the whife
dresses and s=—er pants our Foomg people Bad prepared for the ocsasicn, had to serve,
It w== Hopicins chadee. 1Y) w=re hopeful that as the day sdvenced wurmth would come.
Tocle Lindy blew hls fife, the norithwest wind blew stronger zond calder, Flosries of
=now come and that wind wiistled threugh thosfe m——er gar—eots withont the lssst con—
sideraticn for the oc=fort of ithe wearers. Cur seabs and plstfor= under tho caks were
ahandoned. We renderod our progrsm in Morford's new builiding which wao enclosed, but
oot coopleted. People found the warmest place posaible to eat thelr cold victuals,
enjored the athletie sports as well as shiverlhg humanity could, and the day has since
been remeshered as the goldest 4th of July ever imown.d In 1261 war eame. The long
struggle betwean the north and south for supresecy in the governsent of tho nation
passed from the Forum to the Fiegld of Battle. A large progortien of our pecpls wersm
natives of New York mnd Xew Fopleand and were Inbued with that hatsed ageinst slavery
which characterized their zncestors. The sxeltezsnt was Intensal The shrill notes
ef "inele Lindy's® fifs rescunded throuph our streeis al=o=t daily, Our young e
and stroog oen resfinded to tha call of Uncle Abe. So rapidiy 4id they enlist that
ths mafority of cur farme wers cuitivsted the next yesr by the wooen and childrenm,
For four years felllwing the tidinga of evory loportant batile were acco—manied by
+idinze that sooe loved &nd respected citizen and friend who ad gone forth In his
strens=th had 1aid hiz 147e cn the zltar of Kz country., Safness and couming pre-
vailed. Sympathy for the widow and fathorloss was extended by £11, The products of
the commumity wore groatly curtoiled by tho scarcity of labor to t111 the Tlelds and
btusineszs was eonfined to a struggle for the necessuries of 1life. These ware dark days
througheut all tha nerthern states, byt new seltlementa like ours bors much the heavier
burden,

During the winter of 1851 and 1842 Indians, who had saldeo been seen in our streeis,
bBaca=s pmtemercus. Soth Sioux and Winnsbago had ca=ps on the hanks of Maple Creel and
in the tisher scuth of tomn. They glided stealthily sbout along the backways wherever
they could be hidden from vies. They asver imocked or asiad per=issich Lo wnter, but
womld pop arcend the bouse corper ans, Af they Biond & door mnfastensd, pop izto ths

Bozss with an UOH which s=ie the averags white wommn speechless and belpless at ones.



Then they would ask for everything in adight. The frightencd hounsewifo dared oot Te—
fuge, Socon sverythimg eatable had been psten, Then the sguaws would ask for clothes,
sgmatimes for those on the persan and carry them off, The squawa were the worst of
tho gang. Tho Indias would steal iato the hous2, =it down with the stove between
hia legs, oal swerything in sight and wtieriy refuss o pove till men came to Lhrow
tim out. “As an oxample of theee conditione there were three families living near
togather, Mr, Wadsworth, Mpr. Ramasey and =yaelf in Phelps 4dditicn. Hamsey wes dbtew
coot of the time, Wodsworth and mysell st our pleces of businsas, Uur wives as soon
23 their work woeuld permit, gathersd in cume of the houses, fastened the doors end
trepnled, but it was nosessary fo open a door ecccasisnalivy. This was done alter core—
fully seanning the surroundings, yetoan Indlan would pop out fiom behind o tree or
around the houzs cormer, push - the wemen swoy and toke posgession. @2 wers szent for
thrae tises in pgra day by teamsters passing to come and gpet the brutes oot ef the
bhouze. The third tice wa tock otiher help with us, We found them in Eu.':z*e:rj& hause,
hegy had saten svarything ecztakle and nearly stripped hes of clething. MWrs. Kinyon
had made & Tiying lsap with her boby George, landed in her own house; lseked the door
end Mled upetairs while = rusher of the brutes were trying ths doors sgeﬁicj.r:g in the
windsws. They ecattered quickly ss we appesred. The first Indian buck we same to in
Bamsay!s bouse weat head flrst into -z smow benk. The belgnes of thes, equews and 11,
mare Histled out by vigorous action, thelr slunder taken fros theo and they were not

ta eams there again.  They 4id not trevble our lecality =mcoh after this but remeired
r

terrer and annmoyence of the women and children, Jn
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August of that year, the Sioux Indians suddenly com=enced an indlserimimate alaughter

of ths gettlers in ths wastern pari of the stale. The news ecame like a thunderbolt.
Burning btuildings, murder, rapine znd fiendish erueliy marked thelir petimey. Yothers,
children and babes were tortured end killed. Mosk of our gble bodied men were in the
army and far away acuth. The whole eff our stils seemed at the zercy of the treachersus
fiends, The Virmobago reservatico was betwesn us znd Menkots sbout twenty piles distant,
Un it were & large nomber of Indians. Heportis came from thers aimost hourly that Lhey
wera restleos and threatening to Joln the Siocux. U1d men end beyz gethering such arms
a5 they could find made all haste te the resorvetion. Rochester; Hentorville and other

townz sent like forces, In & dey or

3

two encugh had gatbhered therse Lo bold them in check
and koep them onm their reservaticn, The excitemant was intense. Reperts came continu-

ally of the =uecess of the Sieux and their rapid opprogeh. They swept the eountry for



ona hundrad miles without cch opposition,; the settlers fleeing for thelr lives, Some
hig im the tall grass till the Indfams and wntil storeation had meoarly dene its werlk.
Others who had more timely notleo hitched up their teams, loaded their wives and children
and started oo a race fer 1ife, zany times lighted by the blage of their burning homes,

Thon the Indians reachod Sow Ulm they found poople detormined to defend their hooos,

volunteers from ¥ankato and other places had joined. In the business part of this

“

illzge wore a mumbsr of stome buildings. The womon, ehildren and delenseless took
rafuge in these. Tho Indians 1n lerge numbers surrounded the town; tmrned the frame
tulldings on the outskdrts and pitaeked tho defondera, but the stone wells werd inper-
vious to Indisn tWullebe end meny of the rad skins bit the dust., After a threo days
sleza, thay were beaten bacgk and abendoned the fown. At Birch Coules end Fort Ridgely
severs betilss wera foupht and tha Indizns defeztod, Nany of those refugees contireed
thedis f1ight to Ovatonna.  Mankato wes throstened and even Owstomna was much agitated
by Lrequent reporta of advanelng Indiann. Those refagees weres wilthoul soney, food and
claothing. Ezeh ey added to- their mmbers wrtll our town plat w=s well covered with
Ltents ond wegons. Our people used overy affort te provide ithem wlth shelter and food,
Althouph axpoetine that thoy too would have to flee at any time. These refugoos grod-
uelly dizsppesred mostly roturning to the older states,

At no time since the setcloment of Owatonna has thare beon such fear snd consternatien
zmonp ito people sy during the firet days of the Indian ¥Massacre of 1862. An aroy was
raized, one or morg ropiments wero penabt Lo our assistence Trom Wlaconsine  The Imdiang
woro dofested and overcoma, Many of thoo were captured and afterwards thirty-elght of

thom wore hanged at oms time on tho 1lows at Harkato.

In 1850 I tock the genmus in Etecle County ond visited pyvery family therein, I

found many in log shocke without floora, but hopeful and arbiticus. Thera were zbout
gix hundred pecple in the tomship, sne-kall of theae in the willage. In April 1655
the war ended and those of eur eitizens who had survived the conflict roturned to their
homes, These added zaterlally to the preductive crpacliy el the commnity. Affelra
assuced A more prosperous cendition. About Sepit. lat, 1866 the Winonn-o & &, Peler
HEsilroad was cocpleted Crom Winena te Uwatonna, Thie: Mlwsukee & St. Paul from St. Paul
o Owatonna, beth reeds running thelr [irst traina here on the same doy. The populstion
inercased frem 600 fo 2,030 during the sumner. Owatcnna wes mo longer o frentier fpwn,
bustling eity with two reilroadse., The pioneers became & smal]l cfhority

fn the vigercua =nd enterprising comsunity, The days of pleneering in Owatcuna cane to

a1 end anmd oy story eods alsee. .
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