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Keith, Alexande r Macd onald A. M. "Sandy" Keith, aged 91, died peacefully at his  home on Octob er 3, 2020 . H e was  born on Novembe r 22, 1928 in Rochester, Minneso ta to Dr. Nor man Keit h & Edna Alexande r Keit h. H e graduate d fr om A mherst C ollege and Yale Law School and t hen enlis ted in the U.S. Ma rine Co rps  during the Ko rean war. Afte r boo t camp at Quan tico, Virgi nia he served fo r a year in K orea as  a Firs t Lieutena nt. H e mar ried Marion San ford on Ap ril 29, 1955 in Washingt on, D. C. and th ey moved t o Rocheste r where Sandy wo rked in the legal depar tmen t of the Mayo Clinic. In 1959 he was  el ected to t he Minn esota State Se nate r epresen ting Olmsted Cou nty. H e was  Lieutenant G over nor o f Min nesota fr om 1963 to 1967. Afte r los ing an election for gove rno r in 1966, he retu rned to Rocheste r to p ractice family law at the fi rm D unlap and Seege r tha t earlie r he had help ed fou nd. H e was  appointed to the Minnesota S upre me Cou rt in 198 9 as  an Associate Justice and fr om 1990 to 1998 serve d as  the Chief Justice of t he Minn esota Supr eme Cou rt. I n 2005 he help ed fo rm and lead the Rochest er D owntow n Alliance fo r five years  as  its  firs t executive di recto r. In his  life he served his  hom etown, s ta te and count ry. Sandy was  a public man - the only pe rson in Min nesota's  his tory t o have served in all th ree b ranches  of 
s tate govern ment. H e loved poli tics . H e loved working with peo ple fro m all walks  of life. And he loved wrestling wi th to ugh issues  - at the s tate capi tol, at city hall o r in the cou rt room . H e brough t a tireless  energy, b uoyant spiri t and fea rless  deter mination to imp rove t he lives  of his  clients , his  constituents  and t he people o f Rocheste r and t he s tate of Minneso ta. H e had a unique abili ty to make things  happen, to bri ng the right peo ple toge ther in the rig ht way to ad dress  impor tant is sues . Whethe r it was  helping pare nts  resolve custody and paren ting issues  through mediatio n, breaking d own bar riers  fo r women t o serve as  judges , unifying the s ta te cour t system or revitaliz ing down town Rocheste r, Sandy fo und ways  to wo rk with ot hers  to ge t things  don e. H e was  the firs t p res ident of the local gro up tha t eventually succeeded in b ringing a b ranch of Univers ity o f Minneso ta to R ochester. Sandy love d his  home in t he count ry and every sp ring fo r many years  at temp ted the i mposs ible of coun try living: digging every da ndelion in s ight by ha nd. H e loved his  daily walks  with his  beloved dogs . H e loved skiing in Colorado an d, to t he emba rrassment of his  sons , s inging "Born Free" at t he top his  lungs  while carving tur ns  down the s lopes . H e loved fishing in Cana da with his  sons , grandchild ren and f riends . H e par ticularly enjoyed 
"counseling"  young people about their lives  and t hroug hout his  life was  a prolific lette r writ er. Pe rhaps  mo re than any thing, he love d his  work! H e is  survived by his  wife, Mari on Sanfo rd Keit h, sons  Ian Alexander Keith (G ail) an d Dr . Douglas  Scot t Keith ( Mei) an d grandchild ren Sean Kei th, Ing rid H agen-Keit h, Ingema r H agen-Keith a nd And reas  H agen- Keith. H e was  pre- deceased by infant son P eter San for d Keith, his  pa rents  and s is ters  H elen Keit h Kling and Jan et Keit h Shands . The fa mily thanks  all of the people who walked wi th him alo ng his  path of life . The mem orial service will be annou nced at a fu tu re date. C ondolence m essages  may be sent to Mari on at: kei thclan3@msn.com  
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