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d.e~egat1on on the G~eat Lakes Compaot oommission.

Big" Ben III ~hQm&s J?t'c Welch is fA ms.t1 ot OOl1t!'&stS. No rm.a.lly
qU.1.et apoken. he OfU). rise 'to f1gh'ting--h(1ightr3 In Bentit.te cleba-te" Ris
ord1nElrl1:l g;t\'5tVt1 (let:1ee.nor :f'l~equently ooll{paes;iI)i'Jlar ~.ia aenf1e humor"
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~vel.Maervad. hiB t1rs·t term ill J.9.:39 &tfte1" 14 yeara a8 \:Jrlght oounty
a,t1j()rney. 1)es:p1te S(H'11ori tlf ~ieloh h&s ohOae1l'l tot' -the p.aatt-wo legisla
tive ae$slona to head one of the eomm1 tteo hotspqts....-ths o·tnrui11 ttee e>n
l&bor~ :

Born 1nlowa 51 years ~;.\go, hreloh WS,£.l rsl fled in \JlaEh1ngton "oounty,
'Vlentto St. 1'homas oollege in cit. :Paul ~nd then to the Stlj' P~lul OQllt1ge
of :L&w. He m.Qved to r1en~on to l'/ork. in !!t law office tU1d 1nolc1enta.lly. to
m-ar:ry bie wife ~ LiJ..lian.

10' 1.926 h.e lna.d,e beadllnes as the young proaeout~r in oa.aes 1nvolv1ng
Wright oounty banking sQand€i.lo. itielch ol&lms eonse:tlt'va t10n his hobby and
s1,noe hl~ firet terL'» he h&8 served on th.9it ~~en8.te oommi1~tee. H18 two ~.
ch1ldran a,re gro'lln--lt1s:.;ry 11vlng at 51;. Cloud. 'W'1 th liE)):" KOrfE:B.n 'iar veteran
husbf.l.n€ll f\S he f1nl~hefJ his ecluca tion kl,ncl ~3uzanne. 8. sophomore St.
Benedict college.


