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WILLIAIVI DREvV vVASHBURN.
vVilliam Drew vVashburn is a member of
the celebrated vVashburn family of l\1aine, a family whose members have included a secretary of
state, two governors, four members of congress,
a member of the United States senate, a majorgeneral in the army, two foreign ministers, two
statc legislators, one surveyor gcncral and o,nc
sccond in command in thc Unitcd S~atcs navya family of, which three members, from thrcc
different states, \vere in congress at the same
time. But vVilliam Drew does not owe his claim
to distinction to the attainments of his brothcr~.
He has made his own record. His birthplacc
was Livermore, Androscoggin County, 1\1aine,
where he ",vas .born January 14, 1831. I-Iis early
advantages, though limited compared with those
enjoyed by the SOl1S of parents in ordinary dr··
cumstances in these days, ",vere after all favorable
to his development along the line which he
afterward followed.
I-Ie attended the district
school and had for his tcachcrs Timothy O. IIowc,
afterwards Unitcd Statcs scnator from vVisconsill,
and Leonard Swctt, af~rward a promincnt lav\'_'="
yer in Chicago, and the man who nominated
Lincoln for president in the convention of 1860.
H,c also attcndcd the high school in ,Jhc village
and finally prepa~ed for collegc at Farmington,
IVlaine. fCe entered Bowdoin College in the fall ,
of 1850. Upon the completion of his college
course he began the study of law in the office
of his brother Israel, and from there he went
into the officc of Honorable John A.
Peters, in Bangor, present chief justice
It was
of the supreme court of lVIaine.
in the winter of 1856 and 1857 that lVIr. Washburn dctermincd to, go vVcst. He selected as
his location St. Anthony Falls, and reached that
villagc 1\1ay I, 1857. Hc opcncd a law office,
but pursued his profcssion only about two years.
In thc mcantime he had pcrccived that there werc
bcttcr opportunities in other lincs of effort, and
in the fall of 1857 he was electcd agent of the
:Minneapolis 1\/Iill Company and began improving
the Falls of St. Anthony on the west side' of the
river.
I-Ie served in that capacity for ten
years. About this time he cngaged in the lumbering business and built the Lincoln saw mill
on the falls, and also an extensive mill at Anoka.
He also became interested extensively in the

manufacture of flour, and was the principal owner
of Houring mills which were afterwards incorporated with the Pillsbury properties and consolidated under the name of the Pillsbury-Washburn Milling Company.
lVIr. vVashburn has
always been active in the promotion of important
public enterprises, and it was due to his energy
and enterprise that the :Minneapolis & St. Louis
Railroad was built, commencing in 1869.
:Mr.
VVashburn was made president of the, road, and
retained that position for a number of ')rears; But,
perhaps, the most conspicuous example of his
services to the public in that direction was projecting and const1~ucting the l\iinneapolis, St.
Paul & Sault Ste. l\1arie Railroad, built originally
from Minneapolis to Sault Ste. lVIarie, where it
connected with the Canadian Pacific, forming an
independent compctitive line to New York and
New England, and rendering a service of incaIcuable benefit to the whole Northwest by the great
reduction in rates which it secured on all traffic
betwecn lVlinneapolis and the Atlantic Coast. This
road was completed on the 1st of January, 1888.
It has sincc been extended westward to a connection with the Canadian Pacific, near Rcgina,
and constitutes an important link in the transcontinental Canadian Pacific system.. 1\11'. Washburn has always been an active and consistent
Republican, and has served his city and state
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in various important positions. He was elected thony, and by which an enormous water power
to the l\!linnesota state legislature in 1858 will be developed. The inauguration of this enand again in 1871. President Lincoln se- terprise is due to Senator \tVashburn, the approlected him for surveyor general of the district of priations for the initiaf work having been obl\1innesota in 1861. In 1878 he was ele~ted to tained by him during his term in the senate. This.
Congress, and again in 1880 and in 1882, serving important public work is .now in progress of consix consecutive years. :He took high ral).k in struction. Although well advancec1 in years, .Mr.
that body, and was regarded as one of its most Washburn is a well preserved man, and is still
influential and successful members. After his in possession of all his factl1ties, and in the enjoyretirement from Congress he devoted his time for 'ment of the most perfect physical health, with the
a number of years to the diligent prosecution prospect of many years of usefnlncss yet to come.
of his extensive private lH1siness" and it was dur- lVIr. vVashburn was married April 19, 1859, to
iilg this time that the road to the "Soo" was :Miss Lizzie :Muzzy, dang-hter of I-Ion. Franklin
built, with NIr. Washburn serving as president Muzzy, a promin~nt citizen ~f 1\Taine. He has.
of the company, and managing the finances of provided for his family of sons and daughters
that important enterprise. In 1888 he was elected an elegant home in the city of l\Jinneapolis. l'he
to the United States senate, and served SiX years house is one of the most stately and imposing in
in that capacity. His previotls experience, in tIle country, and occupies a commanding site near
nationallGgislation, his w'ide acquaintanc~ and his 'the center of the city, where it is the pleasnre ancl
grasp of affairs, soon secured for hin'1 rC'cognition privilege of his hospitable wife to entertain, liber- .
as one of the half dozen leading members of that ally and gracefnlly, their many friends. Tvlr. and
body. ' He was made chairman of"v"c committee .:1\1rs. vVashburn are members of the Church of
on the im'prov'ement of the lVIississippi river, and the Redeemer, Uiliversalist, and are liberal ill.
was thus enabled to exercise an important influ- their public anti private charities.
ence in the proted:i<;m' al;d completion of an' important work undertaken by him when a member
CHARLES ARNETTE TO\\rNE.
of the lower, l~ouse. It was \vhile he was a member of the house that he secured appropriations
l\!Jr. Towne is the representative in Congress.
for the construction of reservoirs at the head of of, the Sixth District of i\Iinnesota. Until the
the IVlississippi river, a piece of public worJe which adoption of the money plank of the platfoffil at
has contributed enormously to the improvement St. Louis, Jnne 18, 1896, he was an ardent Repubof navigation and'the preve~ltion of the disastrous 'lican, cherishing as one of the proudest events in
floods v,rhich, for many years, wrought such havoc his fami1 y history that his father cast his first ballot
alo~lg the line of that great river. Probably no 'in 1856 for Frem:ont and Dayton~ the first standman has served his state in a public capacity who ard bearers of the Republican party. lVlr. Towne
has more to show for his effort~ in the public be- was born November 21, 1858, on a farm' in Oakhalf than has W. D. Washburn. Always among land County, l\/Iichigan, the son of Charles Judthe foremost in the promotion of every kind 'of son To\'~ne and Laura Ann Fargo (Towne). His..
enterprise tending to benefit his city and state, father was a farmer, whose life was uneventful
the three most conspicuous monuments to his and devoted to the rearing of his family and the
sagacity and public spirit are the l\!Iinneapolis & faithful performance of his duties as a citizen.
S1. Louis Railroad, the IVfinneapolis, S1. Panl & The American line of thc 'rowne family is traced' .
Sault Ste. Marie Railroad and the reservoirs at to John \iVilliam and Joanna Blessing Towne"
the head waters of the Mississippi. Another who landc(l. at Salem, l\/fassachusetts, in 1636.
enterprise which promises to be of equal im- Among their numerous descenc1antshave been
portance with any of these, if not greater, is the Salem Towne, the author of school text books
construction of government dams an~l locks at in , general use a generation or two ago, and'
IVleeker Island, between IVIinneapolis and S1. Paul, , Henrv IV1. and A. N. Towne, both of whom 'beby which the river is to be made navigable for came' 'prominent in the present generation as.
the largest river boats to the' Falls of St. An- railroad men. On the 'mother's side the ancestry"

