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/ . Cox l‘l his own de(ense declared he was

' ‘never. intoxicated “whilst- sittlng as a
judge upon the bench,"* :

"By AUSTIN C. WEHRWEIN - G -
Of the opinion page staff Judging the Law

—d\ ~ .

: S .-~ J.ithe original charges: were dismissed; on

'+ seven Cox won ncquxttal by a blg margin

* but the verdict was' 'gullty” on the. re-
maining seven, Cox was removed from of

The disbarment and removal of District
Judge Jack F.C. Gillard was the first time
a Minnesota judge suffered that fate at the
hands of the Minnesota Supreme Court..
But it was not the first time a judge in this '
state was bounced off the bench. % 1

The other instance in our recorded histo-
Sylwas the lfnpeachment orf’ Judge E. St.

ulie of St, Peter, a Democrat who
seﬁé%%ﬂxbath the Mmr%%jg_usg_mi_‘
g%%%before he was elected district )udge
in

Alfuble and gemal “damtily dressed"
(in the words of an old account) in a gar
that included a silk top hat and highly pols’
ished shoes, Judge Cox was a forceful p

licf speaker with an entourage of friends ln
both parties. No surprise then, given the
* frontier milley, that he had a taste for al-
- coholic refreshment. Alas, within a few.
weeks after his election to the bench there *
were newspaper stories elleging that) he
was ‘“‘seen in a state of intoxication whrle
attending to his judicial duties,” - . -

-~ This led, In due course, to a petition for .
impeachment from two citizens to the; S
Minnesota House In 1881, The main charge
was drunkenness on the job."Two supple-
mentary charges. of “immoral behavior'..
were brought but ignored. William Watts’
Folwell's: "History of Minnesota” goes no
further ln thati‘ regard What moral stan-

‘fices of honor, trust or prof or_three

years.’ AN i
" “Frurtless objection was made to the d
. qualification from office,”

sota, wrote. But Folwell added. 2 o
“‘Xt is a pleasure here to record’(ln hls

. victlon cast no reflection on the integrity

ruptibility as a judge and because the state
'deigns not to tarnish its escutcheon with
oppression,':. ordered by joint ~resolution
All of The Stars edltors and write that all theé"proceedings of the:House in
want to maintain the highest possible sta
dards of accuracy and fair play. Any i
stances in which we may seem to have vio-;
lated those standards should be called to,
our‘attention, and they will be invesuga )
by senior news editors. ..+
The Star Reader’s Referee was created
'm 1972 to provide a ready avenu2 of a
‘peal fof readers who wish to offer eom
.ments, complaints or suggestlons. .Thu
questions regarding material published in:
“our news columns should be addressed to
The Star Reader's Referee, in care of The:. One of the round-about arguments for ¢
Minneapolis Star, 425 Portland Av., Min=. i, viction was tlhat if Cox was acquitted:
neapolis 55488, Readers may also call 372- - the “moral ; el;nents of 1“‘15 state’,
4141 and ask to be referred to The Star be “aroused beyond all rest
Reader s Referee. . — w7t i would pass a prohibition lay
1f, after mvestxga'ron, it is found that*
The Star has made an error, a clearly la- ;
beled correction will be pubhshed prompt-
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ctu
d - nots begin:tuntil. early 1882, and by. b
arch ‘there was, according to Folwell e
ontinuous stream of oratory that had llt-
‘tle -effect on- the voting that began March
2 :

slgned a petmon in
favor of this;{'impartial and incorruptible .
judge,” Among the. defense witnesses-
were" 10 "saloon keepers and 22 lawyers.
:But when ‘defense witness was asked to
efme i 'drupk®’ he  said: “Well, when
an‘is so' full that he lays in-the street

¥
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. ale,.
* In any event, thls was the y shot Six of‘

fice ang disqualified” “for ali judicial of-

Folwell,;who !
was president of the Unlverslty ‘of Mlnne e

‘history book) that the Legislature, of 1891,
. in’ consideration of the fact'that:the;con::

of Judge Cox as a man nor on:his incors -

73-bounced from bench

framing and presenting articles of |
peachment and all proceedings of the Séu-
. be ‘vacated, canceled and ex-
punged e

 Folwell went on to say that thxs was a‘

onsolation but it left open the question
whether the. conviction was regarded -as

unjust or whether, if it was just, Cox had&
been sufficiently punished. A few ye::u'SwX

" later Cox left. Minnesota and died in Los|

" Angeles in 1898, Folwell didn't speculate|

: whether Cox also found the anesotai

winters too chilling for comfort.

Russell W. Fridley, director of the State
Historlcal Society, assesses Cox as a fron-
tier eccentric, Fridley said Cox was known
to .sleege ore soundly than custom allows
on the bench; he sometimes played the vio-
lin “while hstemng to lawyers argue, and
was known to take convicted defendants
out for a beer before packing them off to
jail. But he wasn’t impeached for those en-
gaging quirks, His house in St. Peter has
been restored and is on the state and na-
tional historical reglsters.




