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·William F:ederick Brooks was elected a. member of ~his body/;
general electlOn of 1918 and served cont111uously untJl his deat
March 19, 1928.

Senator Brooks was a scion of an old English family an offsh8
which settled at Vlatertown, Massachusetts, about 1630.' The des
ants of this family were New Englanders who were prominet
me:cantile, army and political circles.. A branch of the family
whIch Senator Brooks sprang settled 111 Battle Creek, Michigan, W
Senator Brooks was born on March 1, 1863. In his early childhoo
family moved to .Minneapolis. His father became an important fi
in the mercantile world and in 1875 was one of the organizers of
hardware firm of Janney, Brooks & Sons, of which Janney Seth
Hill & Company is the successor. . '

After arriving in Minneapolis young Brooks entered the P1t
schools of the city, graduating in 1880 fro111 Minneapolis Central It
School. His technical education was taken at the Massachusetts
stitute of Technology, vVorcester, Massachusetts, where he received
degree of mechankal engineer. .

Senator Brooks led an unusually busy and useful life. He was
extremely hard working and industrious man. He had 'great initiati
he never shrank from assuming responsibility. He 'was active in nl
cantile life as a manufacturer, a wholesaler and a retailer. He al
served as a director of The Minnesota Loan and Trust Company
lVIinneapolis. In 1916 he retired from active business and from tIl
time until the hour of his death he was a political and civic leader.

His influence in this body is too well known to you who served as h
colleagues to be dwelt upon in this resolution. f!"e was kindly, conside
ate, fair, industrious, painstaking and fearless. vVhile he was an acti
partisan in politics, being a Minnesota member of the National Repu
lican Committee, his partisanship never carried him, beyond the bound
of propriety, and never was manifested in the slightest degree in th
performance of his senatorial duties. .

On January 11, 1888, Mr. Brooks married Caroline Bell Langdon,
daughter of Robert Bruce Langdon, then a railroad builder and capital
ist of Minneapolis, His wife and one son, Robert Langdon, surviv
him.

In civic life, after he retired from business, Senator Brooks was at
the command of his fellow citizens in all associations and activities for
the development and betterment of his city and his state. He was active
in a great number of clubs and organizations, a member of the New
York Mayflower Society and the New England Historical and Gene
alogical Society. He was a Governor for many years of the Minneapolis
Club and at one time served as its President. He was a Governor for
many years of Minikahda Club and was twice elected its President.

He was an advocate of vvholesome sport and pastimes. He was an
ardent golf player and was recognized as an authority on the develop
ment and architecture of golf links and the growing of grasses for
greens. He served as President and Director of the lVIinnesota State
Golf Association, a Director and Vice President of the Trans-.Missis
sippi Golf Association, Vice-President and Director of the vVestern
Golf Association, and was a member of the greens section committee of
the United States Golf Association.
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Be It Resolved, by the Senate of the State of Min
of the Honorable Peter H. VanHoven the State

one of its wise counselors, a devoted servitor, and a
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am a member of the Committee on :Memorials, I have had no
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these men who have finished their work and passed on to

By the memorials here presented we have written in
the record the names of these illustrious members whose
winged their flight to the realm of Peace since our adjourn

1927. The record of each, as written, is a short one. Alas!
for they were good men and true, and words are but helpless

to express one's feelings at such a time.
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to lay its icy hand upon all that was mortal of courteous,
Vlilliam Brooks. He was my seatmate, sitting directly

all of the years that we served together in the Senate. There
interesting incidents that occur during the sessions of the

men comment upon only to those who are near at hand at
occur. The close proximity of our seats made me a

N,nf,,,,",,p with this lovable character. and I quickly grew to
respect his splendid worth. The last conversation I had with

people of the State whom he served so long and so well
remember him for his devotion to their interests, with an

their welfare.

time he shipped on a cattle boat back again for New York.
+i<\ppealed to him and in 1876, Senator VanHoven came to St.
l'e he obtained work in a commission firm, and two years later

1'\ and family came to America and the father and son engaged
eJll1mission, live stock and packing business in St. Paul and
ity, which business continued for many years. In 1886 the
founded the VanHoven Incorporated plant at New Brighton.
he was appointed a member of the St. Paul Board of Public
l1d in 1909 was made president of that Board. The following
'Vas elected to the State Senate and was re-elected in 1914 and
tIring the last few years of his life he devoted all of his time

estate, packing house, by-products and insurance business,
himself and his son.

brief is the history of the life work of Senator VanHoven.
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May we not only treasure their memories 111 our hearts. but from

"Thus pass away the men of might
\iVhose noiseless footsteps stamp the age.

Their thoughts that fill the earth with light
Still flow and blaze on mei11ory's page."

:Members of the Senate, these men have passed away; some of them
months and some of them years before our memorial service here to
day. Those near and dear to them have followed their remains to the
very brink of the grave and poured out an ineffectual libation of grief
to their memory. Our action here today would therefore seem to be an
idle ceremony were we not to leatn something from the lives of men
who have given so largely of their time and of their service in the in
terest of their State.
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him was over the telephone the day before he died. He had called m
to express his appreciation of some resolutions which he knew I ha~
caused to be introduced at the Republican City and County Conventi~n
~n ~~amsey Count):. At the. conclusion o.f the ~onversation I asked him
If ~t .was not possIble .f?r h1111 to l~econslder hl~ expressed intention of
retIrIng from the posItIOn of NatIOnal C01111l11tteeman. He informed
me that there was no such chance, that he had burned all of his bridges
behind him, that he had talked the matter over with his wife and Was
going to California on the morrow, but that upon his return he expected
to send for me and that during the play of a game of golf he would tell
me the whole story. Almost in the twinkle of an eye Death stalked
upon the scene and the pleasure of that promised comradeship was with
drawn. He died too soon. But he lived long enough to impress his
splendid personality not only upon the City and State in which he lived
but more particularly upon this Senate of which he was so conspicuou~
a part. In all his mingling with men he attracted friends and never
lost their friendship; he won respect and honor and never forfeited
either.

Senators Steen, Madigan and Van Hoven were of that quiet type
whose voices were rarely heard in this Senate, but they nevertheless
exercised a large influence in shaping the legislation that has found its
way upon the Statute books of the State. It was my privilege to visit
personally all of these Senators in their respective Cities since the
adjournment in 1927. I can add nothing to the splendid tributes al
ready paid them by the memorials here presented.

It would seem that the Grim Reaper had already made sufficient in
vasion of the Senate and that we might go the balance of the way with
out losing more of our membership. This, however, was not to be the
case, for the Messenger of Death came yet again and took from OUI"

midst one of the oldest of the public men of the State in the person of
Senator Frank A. Day of Fairmont. I shall not attempt to add any
thing to the splendid resolution here presented as a eulogy to him.
Two years ago I made some remarks in the Senate in reference to one
who was near and dear to me. These remarks seemed to make a lasting
impression upon my good friend Day, and he asked me a number at
times if I would not put them in the Jau rna!. Fortunately or un
fortunately they have passed from recollection. \Vere r ahle to re
construct them now I would be more than glad to speak them again
as applicable to his useful life.
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