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Gulf War bonuses

The Minnesota Legislature has paid out bo
nuses to Minnesota veterans of every major
war "since the beginningoftime," according to
Rep. Mike Osskopp (R-Lake City). This ses
sion, Minnesota's Persian Gulf War veterans
came a step closer to receiving theirs.

Osskopp and Rep. Betty McCollum (DFL
North St. Paul) are sponsoring a bill that
would spend $17.3 million to paybonuses to
44,000 Minnesota GulfWar veterans. It was
approved by both the House General Legis
lation, Veterans Affairs and Elections Com
mittee and the House Government
Operations Committee Feb. 24 and Feb. 25,
respectively.

Last November, voters overwhelmingly
approved a constitutional amendment to
allow the state to appropriate money to pay
the bonuses. The bill, HF444, outlines how
to distribute the money.

In addition to the $17.3 million, another
$250,000 would be spent on the administra
tive costs of advertising the bonuses' avail
ability, the application process, and issuing
the checks.

Among the first women to erve in the
Minnesota House ofRepresentatives was
a twenty omething "flapper" whose ide
alism and determination thwarted at
tempts to clismiss her.

Dubbed- by the press as the "flapper
legislator," Myrtle Cain, a women's labor
union activist from Minneapolis. drew
national attention by introducing legis
lation to combat the Ku Klux Klan, and
she led an early attempt to pass equal
rights legi lation.

Historical documents are unclearabout
Cain's precise age when, in 1923, he
joined thrce other womell in being the
first females to enter the tate House.
Most records estimate she was born
around the turn ofcentury and was in her
early 20s when she carne to the Capitol.

Cain wa rai ed in a working-class Min
neapolis household and worked for the
Telephone Operators Union, where she
was a leader in its first strike i.n 1918. She
also was active in the Women's Trade
Union League of Minneapolis and the
National Woman's Party.

In the wake of the success of the
women's suffrage movement, Cain fell
compelled to seek public office. A pro-

The bill would apportion bonuses at three
levels. About 13,200 veterans who are eli
gible for the Southwest Asia Service Medal
- essentially those who served within the
war zone - would each receive $600. An
other 30,500 veterans who were preparing to
be shipped overseas would receive $300 each.
The families 0 fnineMinnesotasoldiers killed
in the war would receive $2,000 each.

The bonuses are identical to those paid to
veterans of the Vietnam War with one ex
ception - families who lost a loved one
during that war received $1,000.

Only Minnesota veterans who served be
tween Aug. 2,1990, and July31, 1991, would
be eligible for the bonus money. Applica
tions would be accepted from Nov. 1, 1997,
to June 30, 1999. The program would be
administered by the Minnesota Department
ofVeterans Affairs, which would make ap
plications available through local service
organizations, such as Veterans of Foreign
Wars and American Legion groups.

Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) sought
assurance that the bonus money could not
be taken from homeless veterans to satisfy
liens. The bill stipulates that the payments
are tax-free and are not "subject to garnish
ment, attachment, or levy of execution."

M)'Tlle Cain, among the firstwomen to serve
in the Minnesota House ofRepresentatives,
was a twenty something "flapper" WllO

introduced legislation to combat the Ku
K1ux K1an and led an early attempt to pass
equal rights legislation.
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union platform won her election in 1922
from a labor stronghold in Minneapoli .

Cain's youth, good looks, and liberal
ideas brought her the "flapper legislator"
and "working girl legislator" tags and pro
vided grist for those clinging to the notion

Wejcman and several other committee
members also questioned how to handle
payments to veterans in mental health, sub
stance abuse, or other treatment programs.

Jeff Olson, deputy commissioner for the
Department of Veterans Affairs, said that
further study is required to determine if the
bonus money could be withheld until pro
gram completion.

The timing of the bill's passage from the
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and
Elections Committee coincided with the six
year anniversary ofthe first day ofGulfWar
ground action, according to Rep. Bill Haas
(R-Champlin).

HF444 now moves to the House floor.

Speaking in support of a bill requiring
rural cities and counties to work with the
state on land-use planning, Glenn Dorfman
of the Minnesota Association of Realtors
said, "As a New York transplant to Minne
sota, I think anything we can do to get pas
sive-aggressive Minnesotans to talk to each
other should be supported."

that politic ought to be solely a man's
game.

However, bel' work in the Legislature
demonstrated th°at she belonged. Cain
authored an anti-Ku Klux Klan mea
sure making it illegal to appear in public
with a masked face. Fifteen states imi
tated Cai.n's idea. (The Minnesota law
was altered in 1995 to allow concealed
faces for religiou rea ons and for pro
tection from weather.)

After the 1923 session, Theodore
Ch.r.istianson, who served with Cain in
the Legislature and latcr became gover
nor, describedCain as "a quietaud pains
taking worker who hunned the
limelight consistently.»

In 1924, Cain, along with the three
other female incumbents and six female
newcomers, sought election to the
House. Eight of the women lost that
year, including Cain, who fell to a male
opponent by a margin of39 votes.

Cain was never again elected to public
office, butshe returned to the Capitol in
1973 tospeak in favoroftbeEqualRighls
Amendment, a national proposal simi
lar to the measure she sponsored on the
state level 50 years earlier.
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