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Richard O'Dea, former state legiSlator I

" ' J

Richard O'Dea, aJormer state
representative from Washington
County, died of cancer Saturday
at the age ofB!.

O'Dea, who was born in St.
Paw and later moved to Mahto­
medi;. served in the Minnesota
House of Representatives from
1952 to 1972. . '

He had a 41-year career at the
Whirlpool plant inSt.:,~aul,and

, -I,

served as mayor'of Willernie,
north of St. Paul, before being
elected to the House. O'Dea was
in the minority during a time, of
Republican control in the House,
and winning control for the DFL­
ers "was always onhi~ Christmas
wish list," ~aid his .daughter,
Sharon Zweber. He,was active' on
the Education DODlmittee and
workedori'schoolissue~irithe
growing subUrban ~~'a'he'i'epre- '
sented~,1 ,,>', "~"l":::;! "

:Jnaddlti()D to;Zweber; O'Dea
is sUrvived'~yhis\Vife;,L,ucille, of
Mahtolliedifi,' sons 'Richard ,of
~endot~1!e,~ghtsmi~'thqni~of
Stillwater; ~,(faug1l~er,Sandra 01­
s~n ofLargo,.,Fla.~.14 gr~dchil­
dren, ann"five 'great-grand­
children.Services 'were' held ,
Wednes~~y. ,I
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