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Gunnar.: B. Biornson 
GUNNAR B. BJORNSON always main• 

tain~d ttout tie!! of afftrtlon with hl1 na
tive Iceland. In t11m Iceland honored hlm 
as a distin~uishrd son. But Mr. Bjornson 
,,·as first of all a dcvottd American who 
brought many mgged qua1itie1 to h!1 
adnptru land. 

Minnrr-;ota camei to know thosf!' quaH
t 1r~ in many ways and found ltselt richer 
brrausc of them. It knew Mr. Bjomsnn 
1111 an rditor, as ft state legislator, e~ I\ 

state tu officia]. as a man who servt.d in 
racl, role with dignity and competence. Jt 
!'>aw him assume a narural and kindly 
kadrrship amon~ Americ.ans and Cana• 
di:,n~ of lcclandir descent. 

lt shared Mr. Bjornson's pride when he 
was singlrd out for honors by the govem~ 
ment of Iceland. H was aware of his drc•p 
relig1ou~ ronvictions and of the srrrnit_v 
of mind that flowed from them. And it 
noted often th'p ~taunch elements of loynl
ty and devotion, the humor, the cam
araderie, the un~rlfishness, that marked 
the Bjornson family. 

Through the years, this ha" h~en om~ or 
Minn~!-iota·~ he~t Jrnown ne...,~paprr fam
i:irs. The 1'·1inne0ta Mc1srn1, which Mr. 
ninrnson owned for nearly half a r<"n• 
tury. ,vas a fruitftll training ground fnr 
Jm: ~on~. It ·would hr. difficult indeed to 
writ<:' the exciting story of jnumali~m in 
Minnesota without affectionate rr.frrence3 
to the Bjornson family. 

Now Gunnar B. Bjornson Is dead but 
Innumerable pleasant memories live lfttr 
him. Minnesota wu fortunate indeed 
that it became the home of this public• 
spirited man from Jceland . 
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