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family' bearing that name. Shortly after his birth, his family moved
to western New York, residing there until 1882, when they moved to
the then Territory of Dakota. He attended Fargo high school and the
old Fargo college. In 1892, he entered Princeton University and a year
later transferred to the University of Minnesota, where he studied
Greek, Latin, mathematics, ;;tnd the other subjects then required for his
academic degree, which he received in 1896.

While at the University of Minnesota, he interested himself in
athletics, as well as his scholastic subjects, and was a member of the
football teams of 1893, 1894 and 1895, playing the positions of quarter­
back and halfback at a time when the rules of' the game required two
45-minute halves, and a player once taken out was not permitted to
return to the game. It is said by his team mates that he was strong
and active, but cool and collected in action, and that with him the game
was never over until the final whistle was blown. He manifested these
qualities and possessed an extraordinary capacity for work throughout
his lifetime.

While at the University of Minnesota, he was a member of the Phi
Delta Theta Fraternity and regularly attended the First Congregational
Church in Minneapolis. Upon his graduation, he served as Superin­
tendent of Schools in Granite Falls until 1898, when he re-entered the
University of Minnesota Law School, graduating therefrom in 1900,
when he moved to Duluth and engaged in a general practice of law.

Shortly after his arrival in Duluth, he united with the Pilgrim Con­
gregational Church of that city, of which he always remained a loyal,
constant and devout member.

In 1902, he married Grace Mabel Tennant, of Minneapolis, and she,
and a son John and two daughters, Elizabeth Adams Hale and Mary,
now survive him.

On April 8, 1911, he was appointed special counsel for St. Louis
County, for whose cause 'he incessantly fought and to whose manifold
problems he gave most of his time and strength.

In 1914, he was elected to the State Senate, from the Fifty-Seventh
District, and was always re-elected by his constituency.

In 1929, his colleagues in the Senate unanimously elected him as
President pro-tem, and from June, 1929, to 1931, on the resignation
of W. I. Nolan, he became Acting Lieutenant Governor of his state.

His long and useful service in this Chamber and the committee rooms
adjoining it has left its imperishable contribution to the useful statutes
of this state. Early he advocated the trunk highway system, he aided
materially in the enactment of the constitutional amendment making it
possible, and, as Chairman of the Highways Committee and a member
of the Motor Vehicles Committee, he used his influence and force to
make it a reality. His knowledge of tax laws was extraordinary and
a distinct contribution to any debate on that troublesome subject. As
a member of the Education and University Committees, he bent his
efforts to aid in the increase and dissemination of learning, not only
in higher education but by making learning more available and universal
throughout the state. He was always loyal to his Alma Mater and
solicitous of her welfare. In his other committee assignments he was
a regular attendant and carefully studied all bills before he would sanc­
tion their enactment into law.
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Respectfully submitted,
HENRY A. LARSON, Chairman.
OSCAR A. SWENSON
A. A. HAHN
'ANCHER NELSEN
C. A. DAHLE

Special Committee on Memorials.

Floyd B. Olson was born Novemb~r 13, 1891. He was the son of
Paul A. Olson and Ida Marie Nelson. Both of his parents were immi­
grants, the father coming from Trondhjem, Norway, while a mere
youth, and the mother coming as a young girl from Varmland, Swe­
den. Both were poor, and came to Minneapolis to make an honest
living in this land of opportunity.

Floyd Olson attended the grade school nearest his humble home in
North Minneapolis and later graduated from the North Minneapolis
high school. Thereafter, he began the study of law, first in the Uni­
versity of Minnesota, and later in the Northwestern College of Law,
from which he graduated in 1915.

While attending high school, he sold newspapers on the streets of
North Minneapolis and he had a regular paper: route in order to make
enough money to pay for' his books, clothing and other necessities.
While attending law school, he worked in the harvest fields of South
Dakota and Western Minnesota during his summer vacations, and
also spent a part of his time after school opened in the fall in the rail­
road yards of Minneapolis.

Governor Olson was rather fond of telling about his experiences in
Canada while he was studying law. Having been told that he could
make a small fortune by selling farm machinery in Manitoba during

As a citizen, Senator Adams interested himself in community service.
He was a member of the St. Louis County Historical Society, the
Duluth Chamber of Commerce, the Scottish Rite Masons, and was a
trustee of the Young Women's Christian ?ssociation. He gave un~

selfishly of his time and efforts in these activities, as well as other activ­
ities, not only for the benefit and betterment of his city and county, but
of the entire region of northeastern Minnesota.

As an attorney, his work as special counsel for St. Louis County was
outstanding. His opinions to the County Board and County Officials
were legally sound, morally right, and were inevitably sustained by the
courts whenever questioned, which was seldom indeed. He never com­
promised a matter, when he knew he was right, even though expediency
or political advantage might otherwise tempt him to do so. So, in his
private practice he was true to the finest traditions of the Bar, pains­
taking, honest and conscientious.

Previous to his death, the increasing demands upon his time in the
service of the public were such that, notwithstanding his rugged con­
stitution and exemplary living, he was unable to carryon, and, after a
short illness, died on October 6, 1936, in line of duty. His death was
a distinct loss to us who survive him in this body, but he has left to us
the record of the faithful and efficient public servant and a high minded
citizen.
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