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%\G es Weaven was recently appolnted vt

ov.:l}linetobechalrmmlmfthe SR A . N A : i
opolitan Council. He was Inter- . . N - . A reg HRA and we |
Vietod by Chartes Whiing o Tho Sar's | . e are the soplotal HRA wnd we |
Ol}inlonl’agestaff g : B ‘and are a pass-through for the funds. W an;

3 A have about 2,300 units now. I think '
‘that's terribly important and I very .
strongly support that. On thé other han
-some time ago we applied for 50 units ofi
large-family housing. And the proposal

" at one time was to build those houses' aml
the council would operate them, rent k
them, maintain them. I don't think that’s

. the council’s function. I think thereisa

" need for large-family housing in the re-'

* gion. T don’t think we ought to be the
‘ones to build, malntam and operate those

" Ynits.

' Q. But you think it shonld still be done
jbysomeoneelse? Ve

e o You've had about a month now to v
ge ‘'settled into your new job'as council v
'chairman; Have you decided yet what
changes, if any, you are going to make in-
the council’s pollcles or.the way lt
operates? e

5

A: Oh, there are some changes inter-"
nally. For example, I have elected to ap-
point an executive director as opposed to- .
John Boland’s (the previous council
chairman) format of pretty much operat-
ing as his own executive director. Which,
in turn, has meant some other lnternal
changes.

i ,», ] e
Wlut then do you see as yom- re-

sponslblllﬂes as chalrman but not ag taff

director?

* Yes. One of the other pmblems :
with the housing is that there are a lot of |
-folks out there who, from day one, have
‘'sald the Metropolitan Council is pretty
soon going to start operating and taking
‘over the functions of the local units of

A: First:of all, one of my‘sti;engahs is
not personnel management. I intend to- %

work'very closely with the staff butI.- ‘ g]?: gﬁﬂ%’gﬁgﬁ;ﬁigg ggf)totcllng;lx:m
feel very strongly that the council is: R4 4880 ¢ hat maybe they were right. The feeling ;
working for local units of government '~ chairmanship. o ! that meypeo ley;n the metropolitan area ‘
and I think'it's my responsibility to make: ‘ ) et of Tomal ey wa.nf the Metropolitan Council is *
sure that relationship is very, very

and that the needs of the local units : S ; : to the, T t’&?ﬁ?&ﬁ;ﬁ% the continued o
8- :

can do great things in the development of
-the region as long'as we have the trust of

ences that are; goln 'to take.place,.L.c
-, tainly have my own'prio
:lutely essential to.develop'a:strong’

¢ity in order for the'’metropolitan ar:

Q: Yonfgay working for the local units
of government. Isn’t there a conflict be-

tween thatperception and the fact thatj.: D€ strong, T comes.up in el iCany Aouli . trust mex’:ﬂ:::;ez?:n?m&?
council miembers are appo‘iln(t.ed,?n‘ 2 one 8ys, whether: lt 's'the stadiumol \ A1d.8a; % with state government—the Leglslature
man, one-vote basis, which implies that : : : 5 ¢ - ’
they represent the people of the area? maintain the vitality of Minneapol A i the governor who appointed you to this -
, _ _ Paul. Then the other tremendous chal , el oV at loast have not been terribl
A' Well, certainly they represent the ‘lenge that welve got is making io { ave to’ ' lose to theoperations of the council v
s ‘Well, certalnly they represent the.. = opment guide work.’ My.feel ‘ca y e’have to ] - ¢ pe !

people of the area but those people elect- - speak for John Boland—but certainly ' - What's your l'ehﬁonﬂllp with Gov, Q‘lie
ed their local officers to handle the af- * feeling is that we have to be flexible. oing to be )

fairs of that particular community and That's critical and I think perhaps in

those are the people that the council t sometimes we haven't been. = i s .
members deal with most of the time and s \ lss 8. DAT her.e ’g: m&&x&aﬁxﬁﬁ;ﬂfm‘;ﬁ

they're responsible to their constituents. g -
to make sure their local unit ls running Q' ‘You're talklng about the counc ;ﬁﬁﬂ%}"&,ﬁ°{ﬁf&“ggﬂfyﬁ

wer to review-local comprehensive
properly . C c :ohm to ensure that they n?e in conto portant and that was obvious in the way

Q. I believe you have said in the pést ‘

that you are opposed to an elected coun- :

cll. I'would gather that’s why you sé’e the A. That s rlght In-the next conple of .

council representing the local units rath- - years, those local plans will be coming

er than the people directly. ‘ and we have to put those together:
. = = manner to preserve the integrity of the

_ing and had some knowledge of local af-
.- fairs, He'put great emphasis on the in- .

development guide and yet in full coop " puts of the local elected officials and the

A: Yeah, there are a couple of rea- - - ' . A lot of our stuff just.
sons. First of alli we don't have taxing .eration Of the lo’cal units of governmen sn’t very much fun to read about, We've -
power. If we did, I would be absolutely
for an elected council:because any body Q Are you hanK any dlme““ wi
that has the power to tax must be elected -any community on the prepars ation o

" by the people. There’s one other consid--~ ~ those local l"‘“"‘? i
eration that isn’t talked about very much g
and that's the ability, provided you have' " A Wenavea ot of communities, : ;
a good process for the appointments, t0' " the rural areas particularly, that: just do;- right. Thos thlngs are low-prom . Ve e .
structure the Metropolitan Council to’ . “not have planning expertise.and:plannin less,'but nevertheless extremely impor. ot very much. Certainly we're -
make sure that all segments of the popu-, " staff or the resources to go out and get : Is,

to wark with

ke FROTSS talklngaboutabﬂlthatwouldhelpusto
lation are, in fact, represented. AndI . | them, Although we make grants to: those preserve agricultural land. We're in-
th’  ast governors have done that and, = communities; sometimes we're way - S volved now in an investment framework
ce ¥, Gov. Quie has done that. We' ' ghort, And we’ve created some problems and I-think that’s another terribly impor-
hav. « very well-balanced council with " : for them, too, because we haven’t-been; tant thing: and: ‘verylow key. But it will
f_lilpg esf;; {ZT parts of the populatxon .+~ in some areas, definitive enough: Some be a very important tool. The purpose js

- them are very concerned about spending
a lot of money to.develop a plan and the






