Sam Solon, 29-year
‘tate senator_, dles at 70
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State Sen. Sam Solon, 70 a soft-spoken
DFLer from Duluth and the second-most sen-
ior member of the Senate; dred Friday after- B
noon ofliver cancer. :

Solon, known by- imost constltuents infor- -
mally a5 “Sam,” served one two-year term in
the House before entering the Senate in 1973, -
He won eight subsequent elections-and  State Sen, ]
earned a reputation as alegislator who could - Sam Solon - i
get state dollars for his working-class city, . . ;
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The only senator with more [

seniority was-Majority Leader |
Roger Moe, DFL-Erskine, who |!
began his tenure in 1971, i
: “All of Minnesota has lost a |
- 'yery good friend in the Honor-
" able Sari Solon,” Moe saxd ina}
statement Friday..

Rep. Mary Murphy; ‘DFL-
Hermantown, a' longtime
friend, said Solon “touched
hundreds and thousands of.

.. lives in all the years he did pub-
lic service, whether it was'
through his teaching or his leg-
islative career. !

“He was loved by many peo-
ple, aid was very well known,

- He was always willing to listen,
‘and people from- all over town
- knew him and thought of !

him as afriend.

“There will be a great void

* for northeastern Minnegota.at’ .
the Legislature now that he is |
gone,’ " Murphy said. |

Solon’s liver cancer was dis-
" covered earlythis year whenhe |
went to an emergency room for't
a pain in his sidé that §
thought might be a brm d rib
or muscle pull.

“When you first he ‘
you have cancer, it knocks you-
right over,” he told the Duluth -

" News Tribune at the time..“As '
time goes on, you start saymg
‘OK, I'm going to fight.’ You
want to Keep yourself in that i
positive focus and not get |
vourse]f down : {

" luth region was prodigious

" Minnesota: the Dnector'y n

He was speaking from éxpe- -,

rience, Solon had had a patch
of skin-cancer on his back and
lymph nodes on the right side
of his body removed in 1984,
He had been without symp-
toms until doctors told him/
that a magnetic resonance im-

. age showed a cancerous lesron

-on his liver,

“His big thing in life was hls -

love for Duluth and his passion
for the city,” said Sen. James
Metzen, DFL-South St. Paul,

prabably Solon’s closest friend

and confidant in the Senate,
“His ﬁngerprmts are on ev-

ery public building in the town.

In his soff quiet manner, hé got

~ things'done,” Metzen said. - .
Solon considered binging f

home projects that-would gen-
erate growth and jobs'to be his
obligation’as a: Iegxslator, Met-
zensaid:”

Salon was. Chan:man of- thc‘
Coinmerce Commlttee and, ;
becaise of his seniorit}, sat on |
key fundmg committees where
he was in a position tq help
steer economic development -
funds and projects to his part..

- of'the state,

Lobbyist and fnend RonJer- -
ich said Solon’s ability to get
funding for projects in the Du-

“They [voters] sent
down [to the Capitol]
home the bacon -an
brought home the whole og,” ,
Jerich said.

A description of Solon leg
islative prowess, in the’ s
2002 edition of “Politits

said:
“Of his economic develop-

-ment achievements, Solon is
-especially proud of the North-

west Airlines legrslatlon that
brought facilities to northeast- -
ern Minnesota and Duluth,’
along with.success in getting
bonding projects such as ‘theé :
Duluth Entertainment :and:
Convention Center, the. Great’
Lakes Aquarium, Lake Supérior
Zoo, the Depot, the:Goyérn-"
ment Services Center, the (In-:
terstate Hwy.] 35 expansion’
and buildings on the Universi- -
ty of Minnesota-Duluth and
Lake Supenor College car fpusé

' Duluth natwe son

. Solon, the son of poor Greek'-
immigrants; went to- Duluth:
Central High School and- grad-"
uated in 1958 from the Univer--
sity ‘of Minnesota-Duluth |
(UMD) with a teaching degree.:
He taught socral studies:and
physical educatxon in Duduth’s
junior and senidr high schools,
i Charles, Westin, a boyhood
friend and later a lobbylst
grew up with Solonin the same

. Duluth neighborhood. “I'loved

. He was. Iike' a-brother 'to
me,” said Westin"who was a-
fewyears junior to Solon. .

“When we were kids, he was
like the policeman for the
neighborhsod. It was-a tough, -
tough neighborhood. He made’
sure we did things right.”

Solon attended-a Greek Or-
thodox church, and’ could
speak, write and read Greek..'
‘He served 18 months in the

Army as a Greek language ins
erpreter, © 0 0 '
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. ‘Honored at UMD . _
i “Barlier this year, the senator
! ‘was recognized by his alma
* ‘mater when UMD fenamed‘a
student services buﬂdmg the
Solon; Campus Center. Fitting- |
ly; it was a building for which |

- hehad helped secure funding.

* To'thie' 300 or so people who |

attendéd that day, Solon said:
“I know" that from now ‘on,

when I'm-driving by the cam-
pus, I'll sneak by this way to .’

make sure the name is still up
there,” |

Solan’s nnpnmatur is on
other buildings and programs’
at UMD, He sat on the Higher
Education Budget Division and
was instrumental in getting
funds.for the UMD ‘medical
“school, hbrary and music hall
and to tfain rural doctors, " '

T "We grew up pretty poot, on-
i welfare ‘relief.. Thankfully-

-there’s places to go like UMD,”.

mg
With'a s1gnature crown of

‘ whtte hait, Solon had the cén-
-tral- -casting appearance-of a
_ legislator, -or solon, His namé, .

after the Athenian legxslator,

| English has come to meanwise ’

. lawgiver.-He was old-school

. polite.and had a reputatlon for

seeking compromrses -among.
competing interests. “I've been
around for 20 yeéars andhe- ‘was
always courteous even if he

~coul 'thelp you,” Jerich said:

His legislative career was
_notwithout blemishes. .

In 1993 Solon admitted giv- giv-

ing his state long-distance tele-
phone aceess code to four peo=
. ple, including a lobbyist who
was alongtime friend, and a St.
Paul businessman, The lobby-
ist used the code to-make per+
-sonial ¢alls. The bisinessman
‘made business calls to- South
Afnca and the VirginTslands, -
Solon’ reimbursed the. state
for all.the calls, about ,$3;000.
! He:was officially réprimanded
" by the Senate,: apparenﬂy
- marking, the first time in Min--
* nesota history that senators
““took disciplinary action against

.-one of their own. Rising on the

: Senate floor, Solon apologized'
to-his colleagues “for any mis-
. takes thatmay have made and
. ‘any embarrassment] may have,
+ caused you and to this institu-
‘tionwhich I .so profoundly re-
spect ”, B v‘ ..‘\'v

“The. issue: resurfaced in
1995 ‘when'it was' discovered
‘that; Solon’s s ex-wife ‘also had
used the access code. Solon
pleaded guilty to ‘a’misde-
meanormRamsey County Dis-
trict Court and paid restitution.

-“The events did not affect his
ele(:tabihty In ‘the 1996 elec-.
tion; Solon captured 65 per-
cent of the vote.’And in the
12000 ‘election, he recexved al-
most- 88" percent. He. had
‘planhed to runiagain in' 2002,
“He was' looking forwatd to.
commgback " Metzen said.

Solon is survived by. his'
Wlfe, Yvorine, and’ four ‘adult
children by a'previeus mar-
. riage; thtee brothersanda sis-
‘ter; and his' mother, Demltra
Ehopoul : Solon, Semces are’
: pending.
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