New members. . .

Slawik delivers on education finance, crime issues

On Feb. 6, Rep. Nora Slawik (DFL-
Maplewood) was on the House floor listen-
ingto debate on abill to reduce teen smoking.
Four hours later, she gave birth to her own
futureteenager, Victoria
Anne, a healthy, 7-
pound, 9-ounce baby
girl. Two weeks after
that blessed event,
Slawik was back on the
job at the Capitol, de-
vising a study of ambu-
lancerates in Woodbury
and working on a bill to
create a statewide immunization registry for
children.

Taking her child’s birth in stride is just
another way the 34-year-old Slawik reflects
District 57A’s busy working-parent constitu-
ency. In addition to the new baby, she and
her husband, Brien, have a 5-year-old son,
Sean. “My perspective is much the same as
the people I represent,” she said.

Slawik’s family has roots deep in
Minnesota’s public life. Her grandparents
lived in Benson, Minn., where her grand-
father published the local newspaper, The
Swift County Monitor. Slawik, however, was
born in Tucson, Ariz., where her parents had
settled.

After graduating from Arizona State Uni-
versity with a degree in recreation adminis-
tration, Slawik took a management training
position with United Way. She worked for
the organization in Fort Worth, Texas, and
Boulder, Colo., before accepting a fund-rais-
ing position in Minnesota. Here, in addition
to working for United Way, she has helped
raise money for Northwestern College,
United Hospital, and St. Louis Church.
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Rep. Nora Slawik

After moving to Minnesota, she married
Brien Slawik, vice president of Slawik Enter-
prises, a property development and man-
agement firm. Brien’s grandparents, Harold
and Marie, developed Roseville’s Har-Mar
Mall.

Slawik’sinterest in public service grew out
of her work in the nonprofit sector. “As a
professional fundraiser, I’'ve been involved
in the community and helping organiza-
tions to maximize public resources. When
you look at the Legislature, it is a similar
process.”

She also has been active in a number of
community groups, including a charter
board membership with the Southeast Area
YMCA in Woodbury, the League of Women
Voters, and the District 622 Educational
Foundation.

When former Rep. Walter Perlt decided
not to run for re-election last year, another
former DFL House member, Pamela Neary,
asked Slawik to run. Perlt agreed to chair
Slawik’s campaign committee.

Education financing was a bigissue for the
district during the fall campaign. Woodbury
is the fastest growing municipality in the
state and Washington County is the fastest
growing county, Slawik said. “Wedon’thave
a lot of commercial property in the South
Washington County School District, and we
haven’t been able to pass a school bonding
referendum.”

Slawik was one of many co-sponsors of
HF1, already signed into law by the gover-
nor, which repealed the cap on state funding
for K-12 public education. Her position on
the Education Committee’s Familyand Early
Childhood Education Finance Division also
has putherinagood position to keep tabs on

education financing issues that may affect
her district. She recently introduced a bill
(HF1977) to help the South Washington
County School District secure more dollars
for local schools.

“Crime is also a growing concern in the
district,” Slawik said. “We are a first-ring
suburban area, and crime is coming out of
the city toward us.”

Slawik’s approach to crime issues is to
focuson prevention programs. She hassigned
onto a number of anti-crime bills as a co-
sponsor.

In addition to serving on the Commerce,
Tourism and Consumer Affairs and Ways
and Means committees, Slawik, as vice chair
of the Health and Human Services Commit-
tee, has helped shape the state’s response to
federal welfare reform legislation. “It’sa good
fit with my background in nonprofit work,”
she said. “I am pleased to have an opportu-
nity to work on welfare reform. It has been
the committee’s biggest challenge.”

— Steve Compton

District 57A

1996 population: 43,221
Largest city: Maplewood
Counties: Ramsey, Washington
Location: eastern suburbs of St. Paul
Top concern: “My district is big and it is grow-
ing. We have the urban sprawl issue, working
parents, schools bursting at the seams.
Woodbury is one of the fastest growing cities
inthearea. Alotof people are concerned about
the continuous development of the country-
side around them.”

— Rep. Nora Slawik
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