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/The Aug: 31 article on.,>.4k~M!nne~
/t-onka, aegess failed:'. to; 'report",wna!\
every close .pbserver{)f the,la~e .has \
seen foc' decades:The.pupIi9i~ using I
the lake in. puinberS so" large a~. to bel

~:af:~~~;USr.sO~~e~r;t~ii;1
The, b\lrning. issue, in_ St~i Pauliif re-~
Cent years is' not really whether the
public' can l~unch',enough:,boats, on
Lake Minnetonka~,~t's wllethet,the
Department of Natural Resources is
or is not a sponsor of a large public

launch~ng si:" •.~ fi '1'";;;,;«,,,:",
This alir1%Pizarre desire to'a~d one
more ,large':sCa1e access. f()rlaun.9hing
bo~ts wa~ highlighted at~Il'~J(ecllti"e
council'J.t;1~eti!1g. two y~~' agq'!h~n
DNR ,CommIssIoner Joe.i\l~x~nder ;
presented his departmeht's!raW>,nale I
for pushing more boats on.th~ lake.
;The governor interjected h.isvi~ws by
:saying that he had been 0n.th~ lake
~hat summer and could' h~r4Iy, wait
ito get off, that lake activityr,eminded
'Ihim of a German autobahn and that

"1~e6t~~l!l~~t!t~1~~~3f~~¢-

Everyone using the lake' on_ ahtiSy",
summer day gets the same impres­
sion. The question is not whether
additional boat access is needed. It's
whether the existing access opportu­
nities can be so managed as to pre­
serve the natural resource qualities of
the lake before it's too late. The DNR
should be devoting itself to that goal,
not hastening, the deterioration of
such a fine natural asset. ..-"'1lobert L.
Seartes, Wayzata.




