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*'since -1976, died Tuesday-afternoon
~“at the age of 54.His district:includes *
- -most; of Roseville:and all of Falcon
_,HeightS“La derdale:and St.”
QZHe ‘had: filed for re-election and had .

“*No one else filed for the IR nomina-":

‘who was recruited-tecently 'by- the -

, She apparently w1li be elected to the
“seat automatically unless some ‘way
: +ig'found for the Repubhcans to get a

The dcatho state: e J nRos of i ndrdate mto the contest
“Roseville a few. hours belore Tilings"
“closed for the next election has left.
“the ' Independent-Republican - party

without a candidate for the 'seat and

-has .sent state ‘officials’ in-'searchof
laws to. guxde them on handhng the

By Gregor W, Pinne:
Staff Writer

?a Attorney General Hubert Humphrey
III has been asked for an opinion by
‘the' secretary of state’s -office, said -
Elaine: Voss,. députy ' secretary of ;

Tom Durand * ‘said - they: could not

a s1m11ﬁ' s1t2t1;n &

nees' from: both ‘major ' parties, "said

o- - that before a primary election, which
“.this year will be held Sept. 13. In-
deed; said Durand, there seems to be .
‘no’ clear method for takmg Roses

- been endorsed by: the.local IR party. - s

‘tion in“the - September primary,-The *- If' the ‘dea had OCcurred fafter the
- only other candidate: for the office is =~ primary, the vacancy ‘could be filled
~Mary-Jo. McGulre of Falcon Heights, i by a.“nomination ‘certificate” from .
‘ the party; according to state law. Pre-
sumably;:-the- party- ‘would hold -an -
endorsin onventlon and ‘put the -
“endorsée’s’ name :on  the certificate, -

DFL. Party and filed:Tuesday. after~ !
noon for the DFL nomination. .

/

she'adtied. '

“On a separate matter, Voss and Dur-
- “and also said that state law seems to

- contradict an Independent-Republi-

“state. Voss,and Operations ‘Director

“Voss, but it’is not clear how to do -

can senator, who is protesting the
‘holding of a special election for a
soon-to-be vacant senate seat

trlct 37. /

-poned as State Sen. Fritz' Knaack of

‘_White Bear Lake would like, Inde-
‘pendent-Republicans probably would -

have a better chance. The election,
"instead, has been called by DFL Gov.

Rudy Perplch for Nov. 8, the same -

'time as the biennial general election.
“DFLers, according’ to conventional
. wisdom, fare better in-general elec-
tlons where turnouts are b1gger o

That date is 111ega1 sald Knaack be-
‘cause a special election can’t be held
~until -a seat is actually vacant, which
“won’t occur until Jan. 1 when incum-
"~bent DFL Sen. Darril Wegsheid’s res-

kcall the electlon for Nov 8.

o Independent—Repubhcans mxght :
v _‘the matter to court satd Knaac
"-The seat is in a pohtlcal swing areain /
“the Apple Valley section- of Dakota

: ++ County and, if the election were post-
The law seems designed to get noml-

ignation becomes effective. He !cons

" ceded, however, that the law does'not;

make a, drstmctlon between an .ex-

fpected vacancy and an actual vacans
‘cy. He nevertheless called it “bagk-

door, political slime” for Perprc

Durand and Voss said, howeve d
a 1987 change in the law says resxgnei‘-«
tions can be:made to become effec-:
tive at a later date, meaning: thaty
special ‘elections .can be held’ beforé,
the vacancy -occurs. That might ha\fe'

Knaack, but it did not succeed. » -

A letter from Chief Deputy Attorney.‘
~General ‘John Tunheim two' weeks

ago supported Perpich’s authority to-

call the election before the vacancy

occurs because of a statutory entreaty
for elections “at the earliest possible
time” and before the next legislative:

. session, which begins Jan. 3.





