
George Perpi ch 

Perpich, George of Shoreview, MN die d at Johanna Shores long term care facility from Parkinson's disease on Septe mber 2 6, 2018 . He was pre cede d in deat h by his pare nts, Anton a nd Mary Vukelich Perpich, his brothers Rudy and Tony and hi s wife Conni e Motherway Per pich. He is survived by hi s for mer wife Ella Johnson Per pich, a son Greg ory Perpi ch, a da ughter Betty Lynn Perpi ch, a grandson George Mea dos and a brother Dr. Joe Perpi ch. He was born i n Carson Lake (Hibbi ng), M N, on Se ptember 2, 193 3. A graduate of Hibbi ng high school and t he University of MN, Dul uth, he then went on to serv e in the United States navy at the Great Lakes Naval Base fr om 1955 to 1 957. He re ceived hi s degree in dentistry from the University of Minnesota dental school in 1961 a nd opene d his dental practi ce in Chisholm, M N and conti nued his pra ctice until 1987. From 197 1 to 1980 he served in t he Minne sota  state senate succee ding his brother Rudy who held the senate seat from 1962 t o 1970 a nd was ele cted MN lie utenant governor in 197 0. He joi ned hi s brother T ony a reside nt of Virginia, MN, w ho repre sente d the adjoi ning se nate district to that of 
George. In January 1971 all three took te mporary leave fr om their dental practi ces and ca me to St Paul. As lieute nant governor, Rudy preside d over the se nate at the time in whi ch hi s two brothers served. G eorge Per pich served as chair of the Senate Health, Welfare and Corre ctions Committee from 19 77-19 80. Among Ge orge's legislative priorities were increasing services to those in state me ntal and penal institutions and in the transition for their retur n to their communities; state support for home health care for the el derly; a sliding scale for child care to make it easier for low - and moderate-income mothers to w ork and state aid to subsidi ze adoptions for hard to pla ce handica pped childre n. Ge orge retired from the state se nate in 198 0 and, a s John Watson Milton wrote in his book on the hig h tide of liberalism i n the MN legislature i n the 197 0's, it broug ht to a close "a col orful career, the last of the three br others who had burst on the Capit ol sce ne and never missed a chance to make a difference." Foll owing his retire ment fr om the state senate, Ge orge was involved in the 1982 a nd 19 86 success ful gubernatorial ca mpaigns of his 

brother Rudy to serve as gover nor of MN. He sold hi s dental pra ctice in 1 987 and moved to St. Paul. He beca me a lobbyist for Iron Range muni cipalities and the Minnesota Power Compa ny of D uluth a mong his ma ny clients until his retirement in the late 199 0's. In a new s article on a n assessment of the political careers of the Perpi ch br others there was a judgment expresse d that one could fa ult them on a variety of positions taken a nd de cisions made in their political lives, but none would fault the m for not having their hearts in the right place. It is a fitting epitaph for the w ork and lives of George a nd that of his two older brot hers. Me mber s of the Perpi ch fa mily woul d like to thank James M cGrory of Home Instead caregivers for his great compani onship to keep G eorge socially and intelle ctually engaged the past two years; for Judy Pal mer and the nursi ng staff at Joha nna Shores long term care facilit y for their steadfast support and care of Ge orge in the last year of hi s life, and for Julie Daine, hospi ce nur se, and t he Optage H ospi ce care tea m for their devote d service in the la st days of George's life. Private family services will be hel d at Fort 
Snelling ce metery where his wi fe Connie Perpich is burie d. A me morial service will be held later in the fall. The fa mily invites contributions in Ge orge's memory to Planne d Parent hood of Minne sota for serving patients in t heir greater Minnesota clinics (planne dpare nthood.org/… - parent hood-minnesota -north- dakota -south-dakota) a nd to the Center for Victims of T orture of St. Pa ul, MN for their progra ms to serve victi ms of torture worldwi de (cvt.org/). George's late wife Connie Motherway Perpich served for 26 years as chie f lobbyist for Pla nne d Parenthood of Mi nnesota. Governor Rudy Perpi ch was  instrume ntal in the creation of the Ce nter for Victi ms of Torture, one of his proudest achieveme nts. Roseville Me morial Cha pel 651 -63 1-2 727  



 

Reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN). 


