Nelson political genes span four generations

Many people around the Capitol say
they have politics in their blood. But
when Rep. Syd Nelson (DFL-Sebeka)
makes that claim, it really rings true.

His great grandfather represented the
same region in the House back in 1898.
That marked the beginning of public
service for the Nelson clan, which has
continued ever since for four generations.

Before Nelson edged former Rep. Don
Richter in the November election, he had
served as a Wadena County commis-
sioner.

But alter serving 14 years on the board,
Nelson, who first considered running for
the House eight years ago, decided it was
time for a change.

“New blood is always good,” says
Nelson. “I have always felt that time
limits should be placed on elected
offices.”

Nelson says he hopes his years of
service as a county commissioner will
serve as a guide for his role as a legislator.
Like many county commissioners, Nelson
says he believes state government
imposes too many mandates — without

providing funding — on local units of
government.

“We thought it was unfair that the
Legislature would tell local units of
government how to tax their people,” he
says. One of his primary goals is to
eliminate the levy limits the Legislature
recently has placed on county govern-
ments, he adds.

Other issues of importance include
health care and economic development.
Health care for the uninsured is particu-
larly important in his district because

some wages are very low and many
businesses don’t offer health insurance,
he says.

Nelson is also concerned that the
economy in his region, based heavily on
the lumber and dairy industries, is
“stagnant,” and he feels steps need to be
taken to increase economic development.

Although Nelson is anticipating an
arduous session, he hopes maintaining a
sense of humor will help pull him
through.
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