
Friends, colleagues honor Munger

Forty-year House veteran Rep. Willard Munger blows out the candles at aJan. 18 gathe~ng.inthe
House chamber celebrating his 85th birthday. The event was attended by Munger s frien.ds,
colleagues, and politicians past and present. At right is Diane Jensen of Clean Water ActIOn
Alliance, who served as emcee for the salute. Behind is Speaker lrv Anderson.

• provide all addresses from the date of the
offense or alleged offense to the date of the
petition;

• explain why they want their records ex­
punged and specifically ifit is to help them
obtain a job or a license. Many professions

A collection of Minnesota political figures, including congressmen, former gover­
nors, high-ranking state officials, and members of the Legislature gathered in the
House chamber Jan. 18 to celebrate Rep. Willard Munger's 85th birthday.

Munger, a Duluth DFLer serving his 40th year in the House, was praised for his
legislative record, which shows him to be a leader in environmental pro.tectio~; .

"Willard Munger is certainly a Minnesota original, a natural resource hImself, saId
U.S. Rep. Bruce Vento. "... He reminds us again and again of our stewardship
responsibilities." . .

Mungerwas first elected to the House in 1954 and has beenre-elected 19 tImes SInce
then. His only absence came for two years after he lost a bid for the state Senate in the
1960s.

For 21 years he has served as chair of the House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee, and he has played a major role in the development of landmark
environmental legislation.

Vento, Sen. Paul Wellstone, Senate Majority Leader Roger Moe, and House Speaker
Irv Anderson were among the DFLers who recalled Munger's accomplishments and
feisty character.

House Minority Leader Steve Sviggum and Senate Minority Leader Dean Johnson
offered praise from the other side of the aisle.

"When all is said and done, it is not how we cast our votes but how our colleagues
respect us," Johnson said. "...We respect you greatly." .

Lt. Gov. Joanne Benson read a proclamation from Gov. Arne Carlson declanngJan.
18 Willard Munger Day in the state and announced that the Minnesota Natural
Resources Coalition has created a new honor called the Willard M. Munger Environ­
mentalist of the Year Award.

Munger accepted the honors with characteristic wit.
"I feel a little bit guilty for receiving all this praise for what little I've done," he said

humbly. "But let me tell you something - I like it."

Under the bill, an individual would have
to:
• file a petition under oath and pay the

regular civil filing fee;
• provide not only their full legal name but

aliases as well;

Expunging criminal records

Abill to make itmore difficult for people to
conceal an arrest or conviction record is
moving through the House.

People petition the courts to have their
records expunged for a variety of reasons ­
some were arrestedbutnever charged, others
were charged but found not guilty. There are
also caseswhere an individualwho was found
guilty wants the record sealed for personal or
employment reasons.

Law enforcement agencies and prosecu­
tors generally oppose the practice because it
takes records and information out of the
system that could provide leads in current
and future criminal investigations.

Under the bill (HF2215) expungement
would be defined as sealing a record and
opening it only under a court order or statu­
tory authority. It would not include the com­
plete destruction of arrest or conviction
records or their return to the defendant.

Currently, there is no definition on the
books and the bill tries to address some
existing case law that allows judges to return
records to defendants orhave themdestroyed.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Phil Carruth­
ers (DFL-Brooklyn Center), was heard in the
House Judiciary Committee Jan. 17 and was
held over for further discussion.

Carruthers, a prosecutor, called himself a
"conservative" on expungements and said
that while it may not be constitutionally
possible to prohibit expungements, it is pos­
sible to limit them.

His bill would set out a uniform procedure
for people who petition to have their records
sealed. Currently, procedures differ depend­
ing on the judicial district.
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ports. Novak suggested contacting local air­
lines to look into the matter.

Buthe and Markusonemphasized the need
to deal with the motor coach issue, especially
in light of their plan to greatly expand efforts
to market Minnesota domestically and inter­
nationally.

Markuson said there are plans under way
to lure Japanese, European, and other inter­
national travelers to Minnesota. He saidNorth­
westAirlines recent announcement of a non­
stop flight from the Twin Cities to Beijing is
one big step in the right direction.

"Our single biggest impediment to our
ability to grow international tourism is the
lack ofnon-stop air service to those markets,"
he said.

j.

I

I

•

I
1

January 19, 1996/ SESSION WEEKLY 5


