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Its time’ Mumcsota scnously C(msxducd qwxlchmg to .5
e Sen !

Ic; says stato

its advantages.

“The most compelling
reasons for the change,
Milton " said, are that it
would simplify govern-
ment and 1mprovc its ac-
countability.

The avemge cntzcn is
represented hy so many
persons that it is difficult 7
for him to comprehend who does whaL and whcre Lo go
in time of necd, Milton said. ’

P B4

The enmphcxty of a onec-house leg:slature should make

povernment more dccessible to the average citizen, pin-

point responsibility and make legxs]atms more vlsmle,‘

Milton argues, -

It also would tend to reduce the game-playing that -
"where the. buck
never slops, but bounces mtcrmnuently from body to’

goes on under the bicameral system,

bOdy,“hcswys v I

Pay increases for legislators ou’ght not to be con- ,'
sidered until the role, purpose and hasic responsibil-
ity of legislators is decided, he said.

veral bills in the 197of
session to set up a unicameral’ 1cglslaturc ‘réncwed hxs“:.,
proposal yesterday with the releasc of a study stressmgU ‘

L. senator urges one- house

"'Ihat ()ug,ht to be the last quostxon—not the first.
’Ihcn you would have a better idea of what kind of sala-

LTy 18 adcquate to attract the best candxd'ites for the ]ob "
Chesald. i :

- Milton $aid he would like to havc a loo—person unida- -
meml legislature, with each member representing about

- 40,000 persons. This would mean slightly larger districts -

than the 134 House members now represent 'md slightly
smaller districts than the 67 senators have. -

¢ The change would require a constitutional amend- .
ment, It-should become effective at the 1982 election,
Milton said, - The next federal census is in 1980, and the
legislature probably will have to be redistricted anyhow,
he said. M /s. S-fa_p = 1r-1974
Legislators would be less afrald of 'oslng their

. seats if the change is put ahead that far and more :

- willing to put the proposed amendment on thc bal- '
> Iot, Milton said. -

v

+ The study .sponsored by Milton was oone by intern
Linda Thompson, North St Paul a I-Iarnhne University’
graduate. C

The study. dleputed a main argument m favor of two

legislature

the report "W'\stmg time thh bad legxsl'xtxon whllc thal

time and encrgy could. be used to stidy other bxllsmoxe
.-y closely is a very inefficient government."

xi,

Milton said there still would be chec ks and bahnces

“The governor would fot have to sign "absurd" legisla-

s tion, and the Supreme Court could throw out unconstitu-

' tlonal legislation,. he said. If a committec knows it is the

.last oné to tonsider a bill before it rcaches the floor,
"then you would thiik a little more about it," he said.

" The study suggests tﬁat eliminating one-half
of the Ieglslature would drastically reduce costs.
Minnesota's 1973-75 Icgislative budget is $23.3 mil-

H

.+ lion, nearly double that for 1971-73,

Txmc “wasted on the multitude of bills mtroduced
th’lt ‘never expect or deserve a hearing' could be re-

"duced under unicameralism, says the study. In Minneso-
‘ta, 7,323 bills were introduced in the 1973-74 sessions, the '

rcport said, and 1,364, or 19 percent, were passed.

. Nebraska, which changed to a unicameral Legislature
vin 1937, cut its costs by half the {irst session afterward,
~the report said, It also reduced by 43 percent the number

. of bills introduced, and the number passed went from 20 '

Bpuses—that the second house-js necded to check bad , pernent to 50 percent, the report said.

Acgislation passed by the first, house and that some bills
are deliberately treated hghtly in one house on the theo-
ry they will be studied more thoroughly in the other.

"This is hardly the w§y to run state government," said

L cgwhtors tend to consider a unicameral legislature "

.t joke," Milton said, "but I find talking to pcople they are :
very favorable to the idea of a smaller, onc-housc legis-

lature.“

v




