
ariani carries out campaign housing pledge
During the 1990 campaign, Carlos

Mariani said one of his top priOlities as a
state lawmaker would be finding afford
able housing for low- and moderate
income Minnesotans.

Less than five months after his election
to the House, the DFLer is chairing a
House subcommittee on community
revitalization issues, which held its first
hearings this week

Mariani says he intends to capitalize on
the assignment by keeping "people
issues" in the public eye during a political
season when the state's fiscal problems
have monopolized headlines.

Mariani and other subcommittee
members are examining how to use
existing state programs and funds to re
energize older neighborhoods. He says
the state can better target its resources in
those areas to help rebuild crumbling
homes and small businesses, and provide
the social programs designed to keep
residents in the neighborhoods.

"It combines the physical element with
the human element," Mariani says of the
revitalization subcommittee.

He cites community action groups in
north Minneapolis and in his home
district in St. Paul that show how
neighbors can band together to tackle
tough issues such as crime, drugs, racism,
and improving sub-standard housing.

While the state provides some of the

initial resources to get the programs off
the ground, Mariani says it's the neigh
borhood residents who keep them
moving ahead.

"It's the same process that comes up
with the social services," he says. "The
push behind it comes from the people."

Mariani has long been active in
neighborhood causes. The Chicago native
moved to Minnesota 16 years ago and
quickly became involved with the Twin
Cities' Spanish-speaking com)TIunity,
most recently serving as director of
Hispanic Ministries for the Minnesota
Council of Churches.

As one of two Hispanics now serving in
the Legislature (Rep. Edwina Garcia is the
other), Mariani says his election symbol
izes the trend of Spanish-speaking
Minnesotans moving into mainstream
politics.

"It's important for many Hispanics just
to know someone from their community
is there," he says. "It's a feeling of
empowerment. They now have expecta
tions they can have an advocate, a voice
in the Legislature."

But he is qUick to point out that he is
not at the state Capitol only to represent
selected interests from his district, which
covers a large part of the West Seventh
Street neighborhood and portions of
downtown and Crocus Hill. Although
Hispanics comprise a sizable portion of
the District 65B population, they are not
a majority.

"There is a responsibility for people of
color to assume more leadership roles for
all communities," he says. "There's no
one way to do that. All you can do is
keep plugging away, challenging precon
ceptions."
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