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Bernie Lieder WWII vet, Minnesota legis lato r  
H e took roads  exper tise to the Capitol, lang uage skills  to war 
By RYAN FAIRCLOTH  • ryan.fai rcloth@star trib une.com  
As  a young man, Be rnie Lieder served i n the Eu ropean theate r of Wo rld War II, helping lib erate G e rman t owns  and camps  afte r the Naz is  fell. 
Several decades  later, af ter a caree r as  a highway engineer in Polk Coun ty, Lieder was  elected t o the Minnesota H ouse of Represen tatives , where h e served fo r 25 years . Af ter the In ters ta te 35W bridge collapsed, t he De mocrat fro m Cro okston helpe d push th rough a maj or t ranspo rtatio n infrast ructu re fu nding bill tha t included the firs t s ta te gas  tax in 20 years . H e was  the las t WWII vet to serve in th e s tate H ouse. Lieder, a wit ness  to his tory who was  known f or his  integ rity and h umility, die d Aug. 23. H e was  97.  
“H is  regard for people a nd how he talked abou t people, I think tha t speaks  volumes ,” said daughter Sue Dundas , of Wells , Min n. She not ed her fathe r was  so well liked among his  legis lative colleagues  that people fro m both parties  wan ted to cam paign doo r to d oor f or him.  
Lieder was  born in 1923 a t his  family’s  far mhouse in G reenwo od Township, Minn. During his  you th, his  paren ts  ran a ba rbershop, butche r shop and a ba r and resta uran t in H anover. A g randson o f G erman im migran ts , Lieder grew u p speaking G erman and p ut it to use late r in the wa r, where h e served as  an unof ficial trans lato r betwee n Allied mili tary of ficials  and G erman citizens  and prisone rs . 
Near the end o f the wa r, Lieder came up on a grueso me scene when re treati ng G ermans  bu rned a ba rn holding 1, 000 prisone rs . 
H e returne d to Eu rope more than a dozen ti mes  and was  honor ed in 2009 a t Is rael’s  H olocaust memorial, Ya d Vashem, whe re he laid a wrea th and o ffe red a salute.  
“There wasn’t a dry eye in the house,” said s tate Rep. F rank H ornstein, DFL- Minneapolis , who a ttende d the cer emony wit h Lieder and a del egation o f s tate lawmake rs . 
Lieder made C rookston his  ho me in the ea rly 1950s , as  a Polk Coun ty highway engineer a fte r the wa r. There he met his  wife, Shi rley, and t hey raised th ree daugh ters .  
The family enjoyed road t rips  — during which Liede r pointe d out highway-rela ted inf rastruc ture — picnics  and even s low-pitch sof tball games . Lieder f ound time to pitch fo r a team in to his  late 60s . H is  daughte r, Dun das , was  the team’s  scorekeepe r.  
Through his  work overseeing Polk Co unty’s  infrast ructu re, Lieder uninte ntionally laid t he grou ndwork for his  fo ray into the s tate Legis latu re, building relatio nships  with locals  and becoming an au thori ty on t ranspor tatio n issues . 
Lieder was  elected to t he Minn esota H ouse at age 61, serving f rom 198 5 until 201 0, when he was  defea ted by Rep ublican Rep. Debra Ki el. H e was  well respected by his  fellow lawmakers  and legis lative s taffe rs , whom he car ed deeply abo ut, said daugh ter H eidi Rahe, o f Rensselaer, Ind.  
“H e would have been miserable if he wo uld have re tired wi th no thing in f ront of him,” Rah e said, adding tha t her fa the r believed “if you have t he ability t o do somet hing, you should wo rk on it.”  
In 2008, Lieder chaire d the H ouse t ranspor tation finance commi ttee an d helped cra ft a $6.6 billio n infrast ructu re plan that p romised be tte r roads  and b ridges . Af ter Republican G ov. Tim Pawlen ty vetoed the bill, Lieder for med a coalition o f ur ban and r ural lawmake rs  that ove rro de the gove rno r’s  decis ion 
“When the annals  of t ranspor tation his tory are menti oned, t here will be a very big mentio n of Be rnie Lieder,” H or nstein said.  
Lieder is  survived by his  daughters : Dundas , Rahe an d Jane Whit ter ; an d 10 grandchil dren.  
A public graves ide service with mili tary hon ors  will be Satu rday at Elmwo od Ceme tery in R ockford.  
Columnist Cu rt B rown con trib uted to this  re por t.  
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