New Members. . .

y Paul Wahl

For Rep. Dan Larson (DFL-Bloomington),
the first few days of the legislative session
brought back a flood of memories. Earlier in
his career, he spent four
years as a legislative assis-
tant to former state Sen.
Phil Riveness.

Larson knew the lay of
the land, but one impor-
tant piece of the terrain
had changed. During his
tenure with Riveness,
both the House and Sen-

ate were under DFL control. This session,
Larson will be part of a DFL minority in the
House.

“Theapproach s different,” said the former
Richfield High School star football player and
life-long political activist. “The other party
sets the agenda, and you have a different role
— more of a reactive role.”

Larson said the challenge for him and other
DFLers is to present their own agenda and
have as much impact as possible on the major
_sues before the House.

Larson, 33, is quickly adjusting to the differ-
ence between being a staff member and being
an elected official.

“It’s a huge responsibility making decisions
for such a large number of people rather than
just observing the process,” he said. “Now
there comes a time to make decisions.”

Larson sees some advantages to having ex-
perience at the Capitol prior to serving in
office.

“If you’re involved in community, you’re
prepared on many of the issues,” he said.

Rep. Dan Larson

Larson’s first political involvement came as
a high school student, and he continued to be
active as a student both at Normandale Com-
munity College and at the University of Min-
nesota, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in
history.

He has spent the past four years working in
government affairs with a Minneapolis law
firm.

He also sat on the Bloomington Traffic and
Transportation Advisory Committee, an ex-
perience that will serve him well as a member
of the House Transportation Finance and
House Transportation Policy committees. This
session he’ll also serve on the House Local
Government and Metropolitan Affairs
Committee.

Much of Larson’s district is within earshot
of Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport,
and he said he’ll be working to assure the state
isinvolved in mitigating the cost ofredevelop-
ment in areas impacted by airport expansion.

He’salso concerned about noise at the facil -
ity, although he acknowledges that since flight
paths are determined by the Federal Aviation
Administration, the Legislature has limited
authority in noise control.

He said a long-term solution to the issues
surrounding the airport might require a re-
gional approach — expanding airports in St.
Cloud and Rochester, for instance — to help
lessen theload of daily commercial flights into
the Twin Cities.

Larson also said he plans to work for a fair
tax reduction.

“We also need to reform-the property tax
system but we need to do it in a way that
people feel we're really creating reform,”

ne-time staffer returns to Capitol in new role

Larson said. “Unfortunately, in the past either
they haven’t seen it or it doesn’t realize long-
term reform.” ‘

He supports Gov. Jesse Ventura’s rebate
proposal based on sales tax.

Larson chose to run when former Rep. Mark
Mahon decided not to seek a fourth term in
the House. Larson defeated his Republican
challenger by 357 votes.

Helping guide his campaign as co-chair was
Richfield resident Margaret Severe, who was
Larson’s third-grade teacher and lives five
blocks from where he grew up. Larson said
having your third-grade teacher running your
campaign helps “keep your feet on the ground.”

Larson’s parents also live in the district he
now represents. His father was elected com-
missioner of Minnesota Babe Ruth Baseball
shortly after Larson was elected to the House
in November 1998.

Larson and his wife, Sheila, have two chil-
dren, 4-year-old Joe and 2-year-old Jennifer.

The family enjoys golfand bowling. Larson’s
parentshave owned abowlingalleyin Richfield
for many years. This winter, Larson and his
wife have been teaching their children how to
ice skate.
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