Rep.Ron Kraus . . .

‘House member returns home to create‘meaningful jobs’

By Matt Wetzel

After the regular 1998 Legislative Session,
Rep. Ron Kraus (R-Albert Lea) stopped to
assess things.

When he ran in 1994, Kraus said he would
stay in office only for two or three terms, and
last week he paused to consider running for a
third term. He decided the answer is no.

“My business has grown and with the help
of my family and friends I came to the deci-
sion,” he said. The decision was reached over
several days following the end of the session.

Kraus, 41, owns Kraus Foods, which oper-
ates Dairy Queenrestaurants and convenience
stores in lowa and Minnesota. He said that on
occasion, he’ll even take his turn at dishing up
the soft-serve.

“My family isimportant to me and I want to
spend more time with them and mybusiness,”
Kraus said. “Although it feels really good to
help people by serving them in the Legislature,
there is no better feeling than the one I get
creating real, meaningful jobs here at home.
That’s where I'm going to focus my
%((’tention.”

“ Successfullegislation Kraus carried includes
alaw thatrequires school superintendent can-
didates to tell the hiring school board if they
had ever been bought out of a previous job
contract. He also was able to get $800,000 for
the Blazing Star Trail, $250,000 for Albert Lea
schools to develop a unique kindergarten and
first-grade pilot program, and a $250,000
“Mighty Ducks” grant for a second ice sheetin
Albert Lea, Minn.

Kraus served on several House committees
— Education, Taxes, Agriculture, and Local
Governmentand Metropolitan Affairs— dur-
ing his legislative career.

He said his favorite was the Taxes Commit-
tee, which was particularly busy this past ses-

sion, having to deal with a pro-
jected $1.9 billion surplus in state
coffers.

“In my two years [on that com-
mittee], I was proud of the way we
did some reductions in commer-
cial and industrial [property] tax
rates,” Kraus said. “I think the
[propertytax] rebates werea good
idea. I would like to have gone
deeper. When you compromise
with the committee as a whole, I
think both sides achieve some
good things.”

The 1998 omnibus tax bill,
which Gov. Arne Carlson has in-
dicated he willsign, includes $500
million in property tax rebates
and cuts in commercial and in-
dustrial tax rates. Krausand other
Republicans fought for deeper
cuts.

Kraus said he is leaving with-
out regrets, despite the fact that
he was in the minority caucus
throughout his time in office.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity
to serve people. I would encour-
age anybody to serve this way. 1
don’tleave with anybad feelings,”
he said.

Kraus said he will miss his fellow legislators,
and after he made his announcement early on
April 16, he got “pages of responses from . . .
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.

“Tleave feeling I have good friends on both
sides of the aisle,” he said.

Out of gratitude to his constituents, Kraus
and his wife, Kathy, have pledged $5,000 to the
Youth in Government Program at the YMCA
in Albert Lea.

Rep. Ron Kraus is leaving the House after two terms.

“Wewantyoungpeople to know that public
service is something thatis good,” Kraus said.

One tradition Kraus is determined to keep
alive is the annual Dilly Bar Day in the Legis-
lature, Asan owner of Dairy Queen franchises,
he was able to supply his colleagues with the
popular treat on the designated day —and he
did it for four years.

Next year, he said, he’ll encourage his suc-
cessor to adhere to the same tradition.

Secretary of the Senate

231 Capitol i 296-0271
Voice mall/order bI”S i 296-2343
Chief Clerk of the House

21:1.Capitol ... s 296-2314

Frequently called numbers
Index, Senate

110 Capitol iiiiiiiiinmivinn., 2962887
Index, House

211 Capitol ciiiiiaiiiniiu.. 296-6646
Information, Senate

231 Capitol i, 296-0504

Information;, House

175 State Office Building:.......... 296-2146
TYY®, Senate .....cnivinines 296-0250
Toll free i 1-888-234-1112
TYY*, HOUSE iovivcivuisirmiiivmniveinisins 296-9896

Toll free .. 1 800 657-3550

DT

April 17,1998 / SESSION WEEKLY 35



