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Knuth, Dan Age 75, of New Brigh ton, f orme rly of Mabel, MN passed away peacefully Octobe r 5, 2020 due to complicati ons  of Alzheime r's  disease after a 6-yea r decline faced wit h dignity and g race. Raised by a s ingle mothe r, Lois , and several aunts  af ter his  fat her die d young, Da n was  a feminis t who wo rked fo r Planned Paren thood w hile in gradua te school. H e was  an environmen talis t who pa rticipate d in the fi rs t Ear th Day. Dan gra duated fro m Mabel H igh School, ea rned a B A fro m Ma nkato Sta te and a Ph D in Phys ical G eography and G eology f rom In diana Univers ity. H e s tarted his  career in Minnesota , working as  a hydrologis t at the M PCA, a p rofessor a t Macalester, a nd as  an environ mental consul tant. Dan served in the Min nesota H ouse of Rep resenta tives , represen ting the cities  o f New Bright on and Mounds  View f rom 1982-198 7. H e was  proud to have helped secure o ngoing t reatm ent f or New Brigh ton's  wate r tha t was  polluted by activities  at T CAA P. H e autho red legis lation crea ting the Of fice of Pipeline Saf ety. Da n was  the direct or o f the Office o f Solid Waste Manage ment and he worked i n public affai rs  at 3M f or many yea rs . H e finished his  career as  a lobbyis t, working for cri minal justice ref orm and the pr omo tion of trans it an d biking befo re re tiring in 2 014. Dan always  th ought o f himself as  a "boy fro m 
Mabel"  while living a big life of adven ture an d travel. H e and his  wife, Joann, traveled t o all 7 continen ts  and also loved family t rips  to the Nort h Shore of Lake Superio r and the Min nesota D riftl ess  Area he cons idere d home. Dan was  an Eagle Scout and a lifel ong Scoute r. H e worked at Camp H ok-s i-a in Lake City and a t Philmo nt Scout Ranch in NM. Dan helped s ta rt a Cu b Scout Pack, Boy Scout T roop , and Ven turi ng Crew in New B righto n. H e served on the Board of Nort hern S tar Co uncil and was  a Council Com miss ioner. H e valued serving on t he Me trop olitan Sta te Foun dation B oard. Dan loved con necti ng with people. H e knew peo ple everywhe re and joked that he was  "on th e s treets"  doo rknocking every year for local campaigns . One of Dan's  grea t joys  was  helping young people. H e served ma ny kids  in scouting. Dan was  a ment or t o young lob byis ts  at the s tate capi tol, wher e he was  known fo r being kind, et hical, and good- humo red. H is  legacy lives  on through his  impact o n countless  commu nity leaders  across  Min nesota and beyo nd. M ost of all, Da n loved his  family. H e and Joa nn shared a loving and a ffectio nate ma rriage o f 45 years . H e was  deeply proud of his  children, John and Kate, and was  a h ands-on dad. H e enth us iastically supported his  childre n's  careers , working on Kate's  campaigns  and becoming a n avid 
collector of J ohn's  artw ork. Da n will be deeply missed by many. H e is  preceded in dea th by his  pare nts  Lloyd and Lois  Knuth; Aun ts  Stella, Mild red, and I rene ( James); and ne phew Ma rk. H e is  survived by his  wife Joann, childre n John (Taylor) a nd Kate (Sam), gra ndchildre n Mat eo and Maud, his  in-laws  G ordon a nd Linda Backlund, niece Melanie (Clyde ) Klauman n and th eir childre n. A p rivate fu neral will be held. A mem orial service to b ring Da n's  expans ive community t ogethe r and t o hono r his  life will be held when i t is  safe to gathe r. In lieu of flowers , me morials  to No rthe rn Sta r Council, BS A or Cli mate G eneration: a Will Stege r Legacy are much app reciated.  
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