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 Delores  J. 'Dee' (McCo mber) K naak 

Knaak (nee McCo mbe r), Del ores  "Dee" J. Fo rmer Ramsey Coun ty Com miss ioner, State Sena to r and Min nesota Public Utilities  Co mmiss ioner and l ong- ti me White Bea r Lake res ident, die d peacefully on Feb ruary 9, 2 020, in Ma plewood, Minnesota a t the age o f 90. Bo rn July 13, 1 929, in H ibbing, Mi nnesota, t o Fred J r. and Nellie McC ombe r, she was  a proud da ughte r of t he Iron Range, grad uating f rom H ibbing H igh School and H ibbing Jr. C ollege. She obtai ned a teaching deg ree f rom St. Cloud Sta te and was  the h older o f the ve ry firs t Nu rsery School license issued in Minnesota. H er fi rs t pass ion was  teaching young children an d she taught i n public and pa rochial schools  (St. Pius ) fo r nearly 20 yea rs . Always  an energetic com munity membe r she was  involved in many comm unity o rganizations  and activities  in t he White Bea r Ar ea. From that, she becam e actively involved in Repu blican politics  in the White Bear ar ea. At a time when wo men we re s till relatively ra rely seen in elective politics , De e became a pionee ring woma n politician in Minnesota, firs t by being ap pointe d as  a Ramsey County C ommiss ioner, then whe n elected, in 197 7, in a special election to the Min nesota Sta te Senate, to become o nly the third wo man elected to tha t body. In the Senat e, she pioneer ed legis lation fo r gifte d and talen ted child ren, amo ng 
other ini tiatives . H er public caree r culminate d with t he appoin tmen t by G overno r Carlson to the Minneso ta Public Utilities  Com miss ion, where she served one ter m until h er re tire ment. She is  p receded in dea th by her fathe r and m othe r, as  well as  her bro ther Alfre d McCo mber. She is  survived by he r loving childre n, Ma rci (Carl H or nfeldt ) and Fri tz , as  well as  her grandchildre n, Benjami n Knaak, An drew Knaak, J oseph Knaak, Paul K naak, Mary K naak, Daniel H or nfeldt (Kyrs ten ) and Alina H o rnfeld t (Felix Buckley-Jo nes). A b rief me morial service will be held a t 4:30P M on Ma rch 12, at the M ueller Mor tuary , 4738 Bald Eagle Ave., White Bear Lake. A celeb ration of life will follow u ntil 8P M. A Mass  and interm ent will occur a t 10A M on Friday, March 13, a t St. J ohn's  Abbey Univers ity in C ollegeville. In lieu of fl owers , mem orials  are p refe rred to the Minneso ta H umane Society. Mueller Memo rial.com 651 -429-4 944  
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