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NEWS OBITUARIES

Robert Jensen

o Dunng the subu:rb S boom years, h
~ council member coun‘cy com is:

By ERIC ROPER
eric. roper@startnbune com

~There was no stﬁ ping do

.: the urban sprawl that

,  that trans- ther
formed the rural Dakota
County landscape into the
bustling suburb of Lakeville.

- But people like Robert “Bob”

Jensen made it work.

Jensen, whose career in
local government and at the
Legislature helped shape the

modern Minnesota suburb
died Nov. 27 of colon cancer
at a hospice in Burnsvﬂle He
:Was 83,

A farmer nearly lns entlre
~ adult life, Jensen joined lo-
- cal government in Lakeville

~ in 1960, when the area was
~ still largely rural separated i

into a township of just over

2,000 people and a village of

- less than 1,000, The suburban
i populatmn boom was quick-
_ Iy heading south, and the two
entities would have to merge
to keep up with the growth.
“Yowve got 36 square
miles,” recalled Ed Mako,
‘who served with Jensen on
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the townshlps Robert

‘records had Jemsen
been dest'rOYed o
ina fire.

Jensen hadn’t graduated
from high school, but he be-

projects,

essential as the city rapxd— ~ han
ly expanded from 7500 in
ta County commissioner for

1970 to nearly 25,000 in 1990.
Those parks would remam
Jensen’s pride and joy. ,

“He understood the val-

ue of quality of life and a true’

community doesn’t stop with

just police and ﬁre,” said Steve

: I
ch would prove

:1de¢lLfi"i_f’f?fewlle sgroi*ﬁfj‘{;h

‘who was hired by Jens
;’mcludes good pubhc'

 nue brldge in 1980 to sustam ;
 the growing flow of trafficin- to
~ tothe southern suburbs.
But another suburban evo-

klutlon, the shift to more con-

two years.
Jensen’s daughter
Matasosky said his persistent

optimism made him adept at
problem-solving. “He would
always look at something as
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- Lﬂly, 19 grandchll ren and 10 ,‘
"great-gtandchﬂdren. Services

Sumh

do 1 fix 1t?’ not ‘It’s a ;

- Besides Matasosky Iensen ,
is survived by his wife of 63
years, Bermce, four sons, Ken,

servative politics, 1 Would end Je

will be held at 11 a.m. Mondayf'
at the Church of St. Ioseph in -
Rosemount ' ‘
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