opposed it arguing that the immediate
enfranchisement of “this enervated and
ignorant race” might introduce “in our
system an element of disaffection,
danger and corruption.”

Following passage of the suffrage
amendment, Blacks in Minnesota
jubilantly held a state convention of
their own on Jan. 1, 1869 — the sixth
anniversary of the Emancipation
Proclamation — and listened to an
address by Marshall.

“In the name of the state of Minne-
sota, which has relieved itself of the
reproach of unjust discrimination

Please note, DeGroat wasn't the first
American Indian to serve there were others
before him.
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may find it surprising that voters twice
turned down the chance to extend
voting rights to Black men, Minnesota
was one of the few states to enfranchise
Blacks and Indians voluntarily.

The battle for “Negro suffrage” was
won two years before the Fifteenth
Amendment to the United States
Constitution was adopted, with its
provision that the right to vote “shall
not be denied or abridged in the United
States or by any state on account of
race, color, or previous condition of
servitude.”

So viewed in historical context,
Minnesota could still be considered a
progressiv;: state.

—Beverly Smith
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