New Members . . .

Holberg seizes opportunity to be part of the solution

By Grant Martin

Rep.Mary LizHolberg, who operatesa tree-
trimming business with her husband, knew
she was in for a tough summer when the
second major thunder-
storm hitinlate May 1998
—three daysafter shewas
endorsed by Republicans
for the House race.

“Wereceived about 500
calls the first two days af-
ter that storm, and, of
course, we had morewind
and hail storms in June,”
said Holberg (R-Lakeville). “It was just wick-
edly wild trying to keep the business up and
running, get a campaign going, and attend to
the needs of my family.”

Holberg said the breaking point came in
June when she got some bad news.

“I gota message on our machine saying that
my husband was in the emergency room and
that he had sliced the top of his arm with a
chain saw,” she said. “An hour and a halflater,
he was back on the job. And this is after a
couple of weeks of 14- and 16-hour days.”

Holberg said that they couldn’t keep push-
ing themselves at that rate.

“It was at that point that I said, T'm out. No
more of this. We have to go back to a more
normal schedule. Everybody’s tired. It’s not
worth it,”” she said.

From then on, Holberg made sure that her
business only took jobs that could be reason-
ably handled.

Likewise, with her run for the House seat,
Holberg said that she wanted to make sure
that the campaign and the job of state repre-
sentative wouldn’t interfere with her family.

Rep.
Mary Liz Holberg

“Certainly, for me, my family always comes
first,” she said.

Holberg lives in Lakeville with her husband
and two children. Shealso hasalarge extended
family that lives in the district,

“We love to have family dinners at
Grandma’s on Sunday,” she said.

Holberg’s first experience in local govern-
ment came when she challenged a develop-
ment project near her home. She later served
seven years on the Lakeville Planning Com-
mission, and in 1995 she was elected to the
Lakeville City Council.

Holbergsaid that her parents, who served as
foster parents for 175 children over the years,
taught her the importance of being active in
the community.

“My parents always'told us if you weren’t a
part of the solution, you were a part of the
problem,” she said. “You can’t complain un-
less you're willing to do something about it. I
have always been willing to complain, but I
have, in turn, been willing to work to make
things better.”

In the 1998 campaign, Holberg ran against
fellow Lakeville City Councilor Betty Sindt, an
18-year veteran of the council.

Holbergsaid that she and Sindt had worked
closely together while serving on the council
and on other local issues.

“She and I had what we called a ladies’
agreement that we would stick to the issues in
the campaign and not make it personal,” she
said. “We did that. Both of us received numer-
ous positive comments from people in the
community really respecting the fact that we
did that.”

Holbergsaid thatshe will focus on the issues
that are important to her district.

“We have an area that is exploding in
growth,” she said. “And that affects every ele-
ment ofaperson’slife, from the constant road
construction every summer to the overcrowd-
ing in the schools to bond referendums. It just
goes on and on.”

Particularly, she said that transportation
fundingisveryimportant. It’sanissue that she
will watch closely, she said, even though she
didn’t get assigned to the Transportation Fi-
nance Committee.

“That’s OK,” she said. “You know how it is
when you’re the low person on the totem pole
up here.”

Holbergsaid that while she hasbeen amazed
at the variety of issues she’s already encoun-
tered at the Legislature, she finds it somewhat
frustratingbecauseit’s impossible to “diginto”
every topic.

Holberg also said that she is excited about
being a part of the new tripartisan govern-
ment. She said that being a new member has
been an advantage as far as that goes.

“I'm coming in with a chance to do things a
little differently,” she said. “I'm watching some .
of the more senior members struggle with
that. I'm not saying that as a criticism, but
there has to be a new way of doing business up
here.”

District 37B

f my districtis
h so that its effect
f life is not detri-
nsportation, build-
es.”

— Rep. Mary Liz Holberg

16 SESSION WEEKLY / February 19, 1999



