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ﬂnlsq six-year term on the PUC
4 and was reappointed to
-year vacancy on the
Nov. 25, 1885, Bell’s final

Roger

payments,\Hanson said Salurday that
he wlll resign !mrn the PUC.

Tht money was passed to Hanson

through a |triend, St. Paul attorney -

Robert W, Jotnson, The Bell pay-
ments, whith amounted to between
$30,000 an $41,250, were uncovered

during a Stgr and, ’rrlbune lnkuga-’

tion of the HUC.

Mo’st of th money went to Hanson
during an 1§-month period when he

payment of. $3,750 was recelved by
Hanson in December. .

When asked about the pnyments,
Harison sald he planned to submit-a .
letter of resignation from his $47,000
job on Tuesday. “Some of my votes
(on the PUC) might be perceived as
less; than objective and I wish to
remove even the appearance ot lm-
proprlety, he sald. .

Hanson nnd telephone company ofﬂ—“
clals -defended the. payments be-"
cause Hanson was off the

el paid more than $30,000 to Hansorfwhile he was off panel

But they disagreed about the pur-
posé of the payments. Bell officials
say they were. for lobbying on tele-

panel " phone issues. Hanson said the pay-

ments were for consulting ‘work for

‘the' telephone industry, not for Bell
. alone, but he said he didn't do very

much.

“I féel & degree of frustration; I was

. a consultant and hardly anyone con- -

sulted me,” he said,

The unorthodox payment to Hanson
“is the second report in the past week
. of commissioners facing conflicis of
interest involving the state’s. two

largest umltla companles.

Former Commissi Leo -Adains

sion when they were initlated.

negotiated for a’job with Northern

States Power Co. (NSP) during tne .

jolned the commlsslon and did not
infiuence , hls “votes, -However, - the
payments raise. questions about®
Conformed "with . [

that ‘requ
:and pubiic_officlals to- dis-
* close their sources of income.

time he was casting deciding votes
on an NSP rate request in Decem-
ber, Disclosure of his job negotia-*
tions led to enlls for a refund of the

durmg 1985 “for consulting charga.

}udges récorimendation” to “throw

ams case, there is Do’ evid
~ son had job discussions with th, tili

made for work done before he're-- ¥
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A
director rejected the idea by of

budget conslderations and concern

about the public perception oi hlrlns‘
a rormer commlaatoner. L

Bell's fop Mlnnwota exe
gene Bler, gaid he did not kndw the “*
detalls of the payment procedure
when he approved It. He sald he
thought Bell's payment was 6 be
part of an industnr effort
ence legislaﬂon.

“It didn't smell m e, he sald

l‘ne commlsslon begins heaﬂns a:
céiseé next month that could mean $55°
million to the le!cphone industry de-
pending which way the cornmlml

es. Somie” indeperident ‘telephor
company;executives expressed ¢o
cern about Hanmson's ‘abillty to
imparﬂnl in t{mt case, - cy

Hanson said he wilt siay on the,cor
mission only a few more days.and
I t-

Bell’s records show Johnso
paid $41,250. .

Johnson, who B out" of “town, afid s

didn't have saceess to his records
when questioned, said | if there is any,
unpaid bal In the

tive, Eu- -

.month .preceding
and while ‘serving in omce Hanson's,

 was hired to do any work on the tax

bill or to lobby. He sald Hanson was .
“hired 2s a consultant in anticipation
‘ of the drafﬁng of new telephong laws

“the appointment -

t
ccounts of ‘why-dt was set up the

Johnson says he hired Hanson - whi
Repiblican Party’s guberna-

Bell, he will remm it to the coi
ny.- ol e e e 2

Roy Welr, the Bell official who set
up the arrangement to pay Hanson,
sald he wanted to hire Hanson to
Tobby for tax legisiation that benefit- "
ed all utilities, The legislation, which .
passed last sesslon, will provide Bell -
Telephone with $26 million a yearia. |
tax savings by 1990,

Whether Hanson was lobbying fs a
key issue. The Ethics in Governmert

-Act says anyone who Is paid to infiu--

ence legislation by communicating -
with public officlals must reglster as '

‘a lobbyist, -

The Star and Trlbune could tlnd no
lobbyist reglstration statement by '
Hanson at the Minnesota Ethical
Practices Board.

Weir sald that Hanson did a good
lobbying job for the industry and
that Hanson told him about his con.
tacts with legislators, Richard Bart-
ley, a veteran Bell lobbylst, also sald
tax data collected by Hanson was
used in the lobbying effort.

Johnson denled that'his old fefend

‘torial nomination in 1978, at the sug-

s cmwe e gogtion -0f Welr;-who- -was-in- chargev association coutd-not-hire him,”

of regulalory matters for Bell.

Johnson, -who serves, among other

Telephone - Asgociation, said that. y oo
Weir's suggestion “made ,snod sense

from an industry point of view" be-

. cause issues related to telephone de- ~ tributing to. Hanson's;
< regulation were expected to come -

betore the Legislature. 3

.

What dld Johnson mlnk was me rea-

son for the payment method .
which he would serve-as- ~middl
man?. ., ,,. L

“I havé no idea what would mouvate
these things, I'm a nalve sort of guy,
I guess, It smacks to mie to be some-
thing really kind of dumb, If they
wanted to hire him they could just
hire him.” .
Welr's version of hiring Hanson dif-
fers from Johnson's account. Weir
said he was trying to assemble an
especlally strong lobbying team In
late 1984 for the tax biil to be voted

" on in the 1985 legislative session, In

November 1984, when Hanson's
term was coming to a close, Weir

. Minnoapotie Star and Tribune

s i pay-
procedure . provide_ditferent

about the possibility of doing

.

lelephone maners
' ivod pay fror M

“On retiing 1rorn the commlaslon at the enqof 1984, wf” approached
congultant work for thé telephio
as a whole by woddng‘whh my lorig-time friend Bob "Johnson on

iohinso ey
$3.?60 amonth. ‘I’Jt?e total pay | reoeived was $33,850 and } paid
ommuting ng expenses for those nine months, leaving a net salary ; -
26,000 before taxes. This ia alil hava recelved or will accept,
K ,; ln my O\yp mln’d |.am confident thie was honorable employmem perlectly

e tothau

lndusgry;

ine mont‘ of 1985 atihe

gisl

1935

iess than objecﬂve and | wish to

édnies and the rura)

b

Hant services ceased.

ied, me on any!ssns and the'record Will, i belie
on Iissues 1hat have ¢ come before us. i

i1 have now become aware that only one utijity was billed for”

ather than a cross section of the industry, agwasmy,,-,, “ . |+
and for that reason | am choosing to not continue to serve

he commission because some,of my votes might be percelved a: .

; m acislon 6ve n though thé record will support my six years
T :)nl thﬁ commisslon, as having beenthe protectol:e of the small rural ;v

hig | ty ps :ro me becauss if you take [Ims to talk, to 4
lamcqnf' dentyou will llnd | served iblic well," 3

"A¢ copy or abill from attorney Rol
| iza monthly. payment to:Roger Hal
- Nortawestern Bell. +.. i+ peii.

ve even the appearance of,

slomers t

said he approached the Minnesota
son when he left the PUC.

his runnlng mate, for. me«lnde-

rector, Edmund Teaman, said the

.went to Johinson and suggested the
: formation of an industry consortium’,
“to pay Hanson 8 salary accordlng to
W

: cussion &bo

-er heard’ anythlng more,, abolt
. from_Bell or any “others companyr
Weir inisists he.talked fa’other.inter-;
ested companies about jolnlng the
fndustry lobbying group, ‘but he
would not name the companles

e 5 gl

_>Teaman sald he didn't like Weir's
suggestion that the assoclation hire
Hanson, for both budgetary and ethi-
cal reasons, when Welr first dis-
cugsed it at a California meeting in
1984,

Tenman sald he admired Hanson but

had reservations about the propriety -

of hiring him because of discussions
in the Leglslature about prohibiting
coramissioners from getting jobs in
industry fmmedla(ely after they re-
tire,

Hanson’s fee from Bell caused con-

" Telephone Association to hire Han: .

“cern for some. ‘independent phoner
.company. executives such ‘as..John
Rose, of-Albany, Teleph

. “ Company .and president of the Min-_
When the assoclatlons executlve di-:1,; nesota :Telephone- Association, Rose |

said he has high regard for Hanson’s

eir~character -and -knowledge ‘of - tele-

phone issues. But, he added, I have
some.concern that the. arrangement
mlght present some bias

S Bler, Bell's lop Miinnaola execuﬁve,;

d in an-inte)
llttl knowledg

xHanson and’ that Bell would"pay its,
, stiare, He.sald he 'was surprised that!
. Bell was 'the only company paying.
Hanson's fee and mystified at the

. conflicting accounts of Hansons

- e

‘I wonder why there were so many
conflicting storles because. funda-
mantally T don't see anything wrong
with the MTA (Minnesota Telephone
Assoclation) or, if not thé MTA, us
hiring Roger for that kind of an
effort,” Bler said.

In retrospect does Bier think there
Is an ethical problem in the hiring of
Hanson? “I don't know the dates of
the checks or when he took his posi-
tion. I don't know. I don’t know,”
Bler said.

ohnsdon to Northwenlern Bell foy
The copy. was ob!alned from






