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By Eric Black .
Staff Writer ... . ..,

Former state.Sen. Baldy. Hansén of
Austin-has been found guilty. of ob- /
structing legal- process for grappling

' with a state patroiman .who was.try-
-ing to arrest another former state
senator.on suspicion of drunken driv-
“ing. e

A jury convxcted Hanseu Tuesdayv
night in Walker, Minn. County Judge
Keith Kraft gave Hansen a choice of
a $500- fine or 30-day jail- sentence,
but the sentence was stayed for. 10
days.to anow an opportunity for dn
appeali . = ... ol i
. REATIS)
‘Hansen, 74, president of two south-
-ern. Minnesota banks; said Thursday
“he hasu’tdecided whether to appeal.
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:*There comes a time when' ‘you have-
-to-stand up-for-your rights and: you
~have to protest: the Gestapo-like ac-
‘tions and the denying of your: rights
as ‘an .American citizen,” Hansen
+said-in a-telephone interview 'y&ste‘r-
day. “The question I'm-weighing is
- whether I've accomplished that:pro-
-test already by my- actions at: the
scene and by standing trial or wheth-
‘er-I can accomphsh anytmng by ap-|

ealing.” (o 481
pealing.” ‘!l s f’ Voa?
~Hansen and. former Sen. don Ro-
‘senmeier: of - Little Falls .were on’a
fishing outing June 9 at-a.resort.on
“Leech Lake and Rosenmeier was
driving with. Hansen as a passenger
near Whipholt, Minn., when State Pa-
-trolman Arthur: May pulled: the .car
over:because of alleged cfdriv-I
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. May: said that while he was question-
- ing Rosenmeier; Hansen started ver:
bally:abusing the -officer,’ them.~red
fused to produce his driver's license,
insisted. on being handcuifed, gra

pled: with: May and had.to be-pul
-forcibly - in-the patrol. car.: He was
“originally.’ charged: with disorderly
conduct but.that charge was dropped
beforethe trial. May-testified agamsi
Hansenratthetnal.x A i L

Arm no\t gmlty ‘ot anythmg' excep

protesting the- actions ‘of'a’man wh
gets his jollies out of manhandlin

7 people that are half his size-and

twice  his age,” Hansen said,” ant
" compared himself to protesters who
risk jail to demonstrate against go -
ernment pohcx% P
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Hansen sald he would probablyf‘not
choose the jail term over the fine. If
he decides to pay-the-fine: rathef
than appeal, he said, “that Is a com:
paratively small cost to preserve oux
rights compared to people who have
-given up.a-lot more. than thatnto\
_ preserve our rights as' American citi
-zens like everyone who ever went to!
war to preserve our rights.” 3 I!
Hansen was mayor of Austin in 1950s
- and ’'60s and a senator from.1966 to
‘1976,  when he was. defeated in” a
rDFL primary .

Drunxen-dnving charg&s are pend-l
ing against Rosenmeier,:76, once-th
most powerful member of the Legis-
lature, 1N © v’
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