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driver's llcense; lnqisted on belng

handeutfed, grappled with May,' had
.-t0 be put torcibly In the patrol car

one; of, the 'most *nﬂuentiai anebo-

- was held ovemight in\Cass County
ta legislators "ot modem times, were !
a

question the patroiman dbout why he
~ was arresting Rosenmelet.. Rosen-
meler deciined to comment" on the
lncident

}* rider: Sen‘ Gordon ,Rosenmeier
75, of Little Falls, was chaiged with
drunken driving. A Breatialyzer test
indicated a blood alcohol fevet of . 19, "
according to the arrestlné officer. 1t

kere part of a fishing party. with
‘out 20 other current and former ;

ii3 Forme em,Baldy Hansé ;! &
. Austin, & passeiger in Rosenmelers 'j
car,’ aﬂegedly raiséd: such B TUCKUS
while 4 .state trooperrwas arrestlng.'
~ :Rosenmejen that” he . was charged.
Cwith disorderdy . onduct and ob- .
} stmctlng legal brocms. ‘ “«;\:; :

- slowly and efratical!y;\ah
' weave acrdss the center” llne i
“onto the shoulder of Hwy. 200 just’™
west of Whipholt, Minn., at about
10:10 p.m. Thursday.

According to tate Patrolman Arthur
. *May of Walker, who made the ar-
(" tests, Hansen refased to prodice his

3 IS . 414
Gordon Rosenmeler ¢
196¢€ photo Sl

“*and-behaved so obnoxiously that he

“’senmeier t6 walk back to the patrol

: .Hansen says il he did’was try to,"

54 ‘sald<he, would drive the car. M

X '
ity

tors arrested

When May pu\led the car over, h ‘
spid, he smclled alcohol on Rose
"meler’s breath and noted that Rose
‘meler's speech was slurred and hi
,eyes were red. When he asked Ro}

car,' May sald Rosenmeier walked
unsteadily ‘

Wmle he was trylng to read Rosen
-meler‘ the implied consent law
which ‘governs alcohol testing, Hany
Sen came to the patrol car and begag

shoutmg, claiming that no one wa
runk and that no arrest should b

'

Rosenmeier s car, May sald, Hans

A faldit it af.,when;he asked Hansen
m‘ocm & hig dr river’s igénse;; Hans

Jand. ¢ofitinued to argué in
iée.:Wiien he: toid Hansen He

-dis und
“gat brocéss May sald Hansen insn
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said, Hansen “‘grabbed both of my -

arms and we had a little struggle.”- -~ -

May said- he had to pin Hansen on.

- the trunk of the car to subdue and -
handcuff. him. When. Hansen stil] re-

fused to-get in the car, May smd, he
.put him- in forcmly o
Hansens account of the" events was
quite chﬁerent from ‘the: otﬁcer’&

) v’ B 3e .,, P -
9 dou‘t lmowr why 1 was arrested.
he said. "I was just.standing there,
talking to the officer and he told me
to keep quiet and I said, ‘I don't have

#_;';w;,'Sé_L.\Junéd 1, 1983..

ed that he be handcuﬁed But Wben R
May reached: for his handcuffs, he 7

e

arz,sevs-‘fah \»«, iw‘ ~ .

Rosenmeier was released *mté the- <
custody of ‘a friend, May said, but i

" the nickname,Forest La‘;m,"

‘; L " Rose. Croek: and;u:e State -Bank. of -
T §‘ Ly]&e ;

.. versations in the-bar of The St Paul

hotel. N

Hansen (whose given name is

' Charles, but who refused.to answer

Senate roll calls unlessthe- clerk
called him™‘Baldy,”) was mayor of

© Austin in the 1850s and. '60s.and a

-senator from-1966 to 1976, -whenv heii
was defeated in a DFL primary. -
Althougn “he. .consxdered hxmself a
DFLer, he was.politically conserva-
tive. As .chairman of..the Senate’s
Labor: and Commerce .Committee |
from 1973 to 1976, he singlehandedly
killed so many bills backed by orga-
-nized labor:that the committee got

been: presxdent of ‘the State Bank,of

Although Hanseﬂ had‘ opposed the .

to. keep quiet. This is America. I can___Hansen had continued tc _behave so_L;:law that. _created._the. state. Ethical.

talk if 1 want to.” And he said, ‘I'm
* going to arrest yow’ Then he wahted
to put me in the car, -and+<J didn’t

me in-the car,e e

e -

et

Al Cass- Countyvrlail May~se)d, -Hag—--done it before. -~

sen, who had refused to identify him-

selFpreviocusly; produced a state Sen-s- R'oeenme‘er, who stxll«pracncx ~Jawy
-in-Litile  Falls,: served in the- qtate

ate identity card and stated that as a

former senator- he deserved better:

treatment ﬁlan he was gettmg. ?
Eege ~

- T %

Througn all of this, May sa;d, Ros-en— =

meier was cooperative-and- claimed .y =
" At a dmner in his homor in 1974

no special pnvnleg&&

As a senator Rosenmeler had oﬁen
argued: that.laws requiriag drivers to
submit té sobnety tests-violated-their -

rights.against self-incrimination~But -

“gbnoxiously” that he was held over- -

night.

4

pight in jail. I don’t know. I've never

+
S D

Av:a.’

Senate from 1940 .to- 1970 .and; was’
regarded as the most powerful-mem- ¢
ber of-the: Legls!ature dunng kus f1-§
nal years m omc

- former-Gov. Harold LeVander -said—~
“no legisiator.in the history of the
state has ever been more respected,
has ever been -more; powerful has”
_ever..known. lus work.. better”" than,

May said, that Rosenmeier raised no 2./ Resenmeier” LeVander alse said of

objections tb . the administrationzof -
the Breathalyzer test; “althougti “he
did. exprmsurpnse at the test re-
SUMS:-sigd 2 i 19 arwsi

yb’ﬁ#"

|1egisiative allies, but also.from the
‘| respect-that he commanded with his -

Rosenmeier: "I happen to be one of
eightTgovernors "who served underi
him.” o :

As a senator from 1940 tCr 1970 Ro~
senmeier caucused with the Conserv-~
atives;~but " once- called ~himself a
“flaming liberal.” His power derived ~
not only from his chairmanship of;.
key committees, his large and-able:
staff and his extensive network of

knowledge, - eloquence, mtelligence, :
dxgmty and cuttmg vnt 5

G 2ot it RIS

He was chler sponsor ‘of bills ‘creat- -
ing the Minnésota Pollution Control

Agency and' the .Metropolitan Coun- -
cil, and had a hand in creating the

egional! development commissions, -
e state planning agency, the county -
ourt systém and anti-discrimination

gencies. He sponsored much of the
te's legislatiori‘on ‘watersheds, pol-~
&tion- control ‘and’ “Teapportionment-
ring his’ era.* He was. defeated” ror‘,
election in’1970: after angering °

ny of his constituents with-a pro—r{.

A
b gt

s reputation included heavy drink-

Tng and he once admitted. that some

ot his best ideas came.during, con--

Practices Board, Gov. Al Quie tried

: ' to appoint him to the board in-1982,
' E: e but the Legislature refused-to con-

want to go in the car, s¢ he shoved Asked about that experlence, Hansen; i 1 Fitirm the appointment.
.. rsaid: “I-guess it was like-any -other” T s
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