BILL FRENZEL 1928-2014

Longtime congressman championed bipart

Republican represented the
west metrofor 20 years, then
served as special adviser to
President Clinton on trade.

By ALLISON SHERRY and PAUL
WALSH e Star Tribune staff writers

WASHINGTON - Former Rep. Bill
Frenzel, a two-decade Republican
member of Congress who served the
west metro suburbs until 1991 and
was a leading party spokesman on
trade and responsible federal spend-

Bill
Fremzel

STAR TRIBUNE - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014

ing, died Monday.

Frenzel was at his
home in suburban
Virginia, just out-
side Washington,
with his family by his
side, according to-an
announcement from

" -the Economic Club of
Minnesota, which he co-founded.
He was 86.

Frenzel voluntarily left Congress
after serving 10 terms, though his
career afterward was about as active
and interesting as it was when he was

aleading member of the House Bud-
get and Ways and Means committees
in the 1970s and 1980s.

He served as a special adviser to
Democratic President Bill Clinton to
help pass the North American Free
Trade Agreement in the 1990s. The
next president, Republican George
W. Bush, tapped Frenzel for the
Social Security Commission and the
Advisory Committee on Trade Pol-
icy and Negotiations. Frenzel was a
guest scholar at the Brookings Insti-
tution and an alternate member of

isanship

of Congressional Ethics.

Rep. Erik Paulsen, a Republican
who rniow serves the Third Con-
gressional District, called Frenzel
a mentor and role model. The two
met every few months to talk, he said.

“Ireally dobelieve Minnesota and
America lost one of our best pub-
lic servants,” Paulsen said Monday.
“Frenzel was always pushing me, tell-
ing me what was right.”

DFL Gov. Mark Dayton said Mon-
day that Frenzel was his family’s con-
gressman when he was growing up
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Congressman sought bipartisan solutions

< FRENZE.L from Bl
mwesternHennepm Cotinty.

“Everyone always had the
greatest respect for him, for his
intelligence, his knowledge of
tax issues, his friendliness and
‘his humamty Day'ton ‘said.

Former U.S. Sen. Rudy;‘

BOSCthtL, who knew Fren:
zel for 45 years, called him
“the smartest member of

the anesota deleganon.

and truly, one of the bright-
est members of Congress

Boschwitz said Frenzel was
an acknowledged expert on
trade and taxlaw, and “he was.
so well-respected, his views

so well-balanced, that he -
. really ¢ achieved a great deal
even though he was never in-

the majority in'the 20 years
he sérved in the House.”
Frenzelneverbelieved pol—
iticians should stay on Capitol
Hill forever With each new
Congress, he introduced leg-
islation, which never went
anywhere, to limit service in
the House to nine two-year
terms. Whenhe announcedin
1990 that he would not seekan
11th term, he said he was sick

of the Republican Party being
in the “seemingly permanént
minority” andhewantedtobe
useful elsewhere, =~

_ “But I'am not lookmg for

‘any more 80-hotir-a-week

“ " jobs,”hietold the Star Tribune,
Fiercely outspol(en about

"modetation in fiscal spend-

ing, Frenzel riled some mem-

_bers thlS own party because

he was an abortion rlghts

_proponent and vocal in his
- support for the Equal Rights

Amendment in the 1970s.
Ona hl,hter note, Frenzel

was known for his doodles )

drawn while he was in meet-
ingsor onthe phone People

all over Cap1t01 Hill ‘have
. “Frenzel doodles” pmned
_near their desks. "

After he left the l—Iouse

Frenzel was encouraged by

prominent members of his
party, including Boschwitz,

‘to run for governor. Frenzel

opted to stdy neat the Hxll

‘and continue Workmg on

trade issues.
One of his most note-
worthy achievements came

“while working for thie Clin-

. ton White House: getting '
~ sented by Mexican Ambassa-
5 dor Eduardo Medma Motafor
- Frenzel’s work on NAFTA.

members of his own’ party
to su'pport’ NAFTA. Frenzel
said in later interviews that

he setup shop inanofficeon’ .
-the House side and met w1th
‘every Repubhcan ‘caucus
,member to. convmce them

free trade w1th Mezxico and

Canada wasa good 1dea >
" Former. Rep. Tim Periny

]omed with Frenzel and for-.
mer Rep. Mark Kennedy to -
-start -the Economic Club,
Penny, llke Paulsen, called

Frenzel a mentor: “I always

Inew I could trust the accu-
- racy ofhis view on any given

issué,” Penny said Moriday.
Frenzel was succeeded by
Jim Ramstad alsoa Repubh-'

can; who called’ Frenzel “the
lastof an endangered species”
of people who truly rellshed: :

working across the aisle.”
“He was highly respected

for his moderation. He per- :

sonified b1part1sansh1p
Ramstad said. -

Earlier this year, the Mexi- 4

can governiment bestowed
on Frenzel the highest honor
it can give noncitizens — the

Order ofthe Aztec Eagle, pre-

Wllham Eldrxdge Frén- .

:zel was born in St Paul on
- July 31,1928, and gra uated
“from’ St; Paul Academy He
received tndergraduate and
master’s degrees from Dart-
mouth College and served in
‘the Naval Reserve durmg the
i Korean War. He served eight
years iri the Minnesota Legis-
latur€ before he was ele'cted
4 to Congress in1970."

Frenzel is surv1ved by his

w1fe of 63 years, Ruthy, and
daughters Debby, Pam and
-Mitty. ‘Services are pendmg

Inal990interview withthe

- Star Tribune, Frenzel used a.
;baseball analogy to -explain -
‘hisretirement fromCongress

"+ “Youought to go'out when

v you re hitting .300,” he said,

“rather than determratmg

- Star Tribune staff writer Patrick Con-

don contnbuted to this report
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