Family concerns prod Farrell to seek office

Rep. Jim Farrell (DFL-St. Paul) was a
House page in 1977 and continues to
work as a Ramsey County public de-
fender, but neither of those experiences
served as the catalyst to get him to the
Minnesota House.

Instead, it was the death of his father in
1989, and the subsequent troubles
experienced by his mother, that spurred
him to enter the race in District 67A.

“When my dad died, my whole world
changed,” says Farrell. “All of a sudden I
had a mother who was extremely
dependent on my father . . . she never
drove and she hadn’t worked in over 30
years, We discovered there were going to
be problems with getting his railroad
pension, as well as problems with her
getting health insurance because of her
severe arthritis. Suddenly people told me
to quit complaining about what was
happening to my mom and do some-
thing,

“That's when 1 said, ‘Alright, I'll run.”

Now that he's a state lawmaker, Farrell
says he'll work to iron out some of the
glitches in the system so others won't
suffer the same experience his mother
did.

And problems with pensions and
health care are probably greater in his
district than many others, he says. It's a

o0c

blue collar neighborhood — one that he
describes as a cross between the Iron
Range and northeast Minneapolis —
where many breadwinners once worked
for employers such as Whirlpool, which
has since closed its St. Paul plant.

" And many of the residents are older.
Farrell says the average age of people
who voted in the 1990 primary was
about 50. Many people in his district are
concerned with the cost of health
insurance — particularly the cost of
supplemental insurance to cover what
Medicare and Medicaid doesn't, he says.

With about 3,000 union households in
his district, Farrell says workers’ compen-
sation is also a big issue with his constitu-
ents. Like most Minnesotans, the district
is also concerned about education and

housing.

Although it was the troubles his
mother experienced that led him to
elective office, it isn't as if his stint as a
House page wasn't interesting, says
Farrell.

He recalls listening to a “hot” 1977
debate on the House floor about gun
control when a member summoned a
page. : :

“I remember being so mad because I
couldn’t listen. T thought he was going to
ask me to get research or something . . .
but instead, I had to go get an ice cream
sandwich for him.”

Farrell says he's glad members can no
longer eat on the floor so this session’s
pages won't suffer a similar indignity.
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