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Aubrey Dirlam, 81, one 'of the lead­
ing conservative voices at the State
Capitol during his 34 years, as a
Republican legislator,died of Alz­
heimer's disease Saturday at Wood
Dale, Nursing Home in Redwood
Falls, Minn.
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Former legislator Terry Dempsey,
IR-New Vim, said Dirlam was an
ev~nhanded, fair and effective politi-
cal leader. '

"Aubrey was always :J;'eferred t
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the, kind of person :thatl,'when ,yo
came into, the, Legislature, .you wet
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Dirlam was elected to ,the 'l:i'ouse.hi
1940 and served 17c()nseCU,tlv;e
terms as representative Jot 'Red.\vQ'od:,
Falls. Before he waselect~d 'he ,got a
job ~s a janitor at the CapitolS9 he •
could watch how the Legi.shltur~_op­
erated.

He recalled in the early days, of his
legislative career that he would knock
on a door to ask for a vote and
"Someone would tell,'melt,was 'too'
young to be running for office."

Dirlam was chosen speaker, of the
House in 197 L He openly fought
with newly elected DfL Gov. Wen­
dell' Anderson, who he believed
wanted more executive control over
the Legislature and was not as fiscally


