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Retired‘legis;la or Aubrey Dirlam _|esat 81

‘By David Chanen v ‘ ited |as- avmg leadership skllls Dlrlam is survived by his wife, Ha-

L ] a pleasant personallty zelle; two sons,  Gordon, of Bloom-
. and gentlé persuasion' than ‘rousin ngton, and Kenneth, of New Ulm,;
" floor speedhes to get coopetation.’ Minn,; a sister, Bertha Alexander, of
Redwood Falls, and a brother
Charles, of Eugene, Ore.

Aubrey Dirlam, 81, one of the lead-
ing conservative voices at the State
Capitol during his 34 years as a
Republican legislator, -died of Alz-
heimer’s disease Saturday at Wood
Dale Nursing Home in Redwood
Falls, Minn.

Former legislator Terry Dempsey,
IR-New Ulm, said Dirlam was an’
evenhanded, fair and effectwe pol

cal leader

kind of an icon,” h “He

Dirlam was elected to
1940 and served
terms as representatn
Falls. Before he was, electe
job as a janitor at the Capltole,
could watch how the begxslature op
erated .

He recalled in the early days of hns
legislative career that he would knock
on a door to ask for a vote and
“Someone would tell'me:I was too i
young to be running for office.” -

Dirlam was chosen speaker of the
House in 1971. He openly fought
with newly elected DFL Gov. Wen- As speaker, he
dell ' Anderson, who he believed fast gavel to i
wanted more executive control over bates. In a poll of I
the Legislature and was not as fiscally - given an “excell




