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the intricate, detailed work
in running the House will
fall on the shoulders of
Richfielg Conservative Er-
nest A. Lindstrom, who
will be majority leader,

The Conservative cdu- -
cus chose Lindstrom as -
its leader last month evenr -

- thoughrhe is hardly one of

its more. sénior members,
having been- first elected
in 1962. :

A certified ‘public ac-
countant and a lawyer,

Lindstrom’s most conspic-

uous: role previously was
his -fight for a constitu-
tional amendment that will
permit the Legislature to
tax some properties now
exempt.

Lindstrom, 39, said his
“initial goal” will be im-

The Minnesota House is
a complex legislatiVe -in-
strument.

Its 135 representatives,

often divided by conflict- -

ing partisan, regional and
ideological loyalties, do
not operate according to
pat formulas. As decisions

are made, old coalitions -

disappear and new alli-
ances are struck in a con-
tinuing process of legisla-
tive accommodation.

At the core of the proc-
ess, however; are a few

men who occupy-positions -

that allow v them to shape
the process, Because of

- length of. service, parlia--

.mentary skill and the re-
igard of their peers, they

roles with a ~reépon$ibilpy

" for efficient operation in -

the House.

In the speaker’s: chair
will by Aubrey W. Dirlam,
a b57-yeear-old Conserva-
tive from rural -Redwood
Falls. The majority leader
since 1963, dirlam will
succeed Lloyd L. Duxbury
who left public office after

last session to work in;
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. view in his Capitol office.

‘I think 'the .thing T'll be
most displeased with-"is

Washington, D.C.;as .

counse] for the Burlington
Northern Railroad. =
* Dirlam, ‘a farmer, has

been a Houes member con-

tinuously since 1941.
Throughout the’ years he
has grown impatient with
parliamentary delays. -
“As speaker, I'll tell the
House I’ll use a fast gav-

floor debate thﬁtﬁ-‘_‘i_s; neither
pertinent nor.meaningful.”

A tall, stately man with
graying hair, Dirlam men-
‘tioned the improvement of

velopment a
key issues."

""He said he also expects
abortion reform and the
possible banning of stud-
ded snow tireg to receive
considerable attention.

But, he added, the most
difficult issues will in-
volve questions of tax and
finance.

While Diflam will exert
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proving the House’s image.
That means making the
House more responsive to
the wishes and desires of
its statewide constituency,
he’ said. )

It also will mean an
ethics code for its memy
bers and possibly finan-
cial disclosure require-—
ments- for lobbyists,’ ‘he
added.

“There are going to.be
no more lawyer-legisl
tors carrying Dbills for

- their clients in the House.

If T hear of any cases
where this happens, I can
assure you that the bill
will not leave the House,”
said Lindstrom, a lean,

Square-jawed man..” "1
.~ On the other hand, leg-' .
islators—and particularly, - -
lawyer-legislators — have

received some unjustified.
criticism in recent years,

he noted. The activities of

a few members should not -
taint the reputation of the

entire body, he said.

will play key leadership

His counterpart in the
— in minority —
caucus will be Martin
Sabo, a 32-year-old life in-
surance salesman from
Minneapolis. L
Sabo will be serving his
second term as minority

‘leader, a post that he has

Wwon and held despite chal-
lenges from within the

Liberal caucus. e
" ~'Sabo’s’ job has changed
in ‘substance since  the
1969 session when he
"headed a caucus of. 50
DFLers, Last fall's elec-
tions have added 15 DFL
seats, . - Ll
“I'm now going to'be.a

- spokesman in the House

“for the.;governot’s  pro-
gram, rather than a critic
as "1 was generally- two
years.ago. o

“Of  course, it’s always
easier to be a critic than a
proponent. But then I'm
one who doesn’t believe in

el,” he said in an inter-

Committee;
Fitzsimons, Warren Con- %

being a critic just for the

.sake of being'against

something,” said Sabo,
who was firdt electéd to
the House in 1960. -

The importance of mon-
ey bills lends:prominence

to the ‘chairmen of the .:

House Appropriations 3

Richard- 'W. *

servative, is expected to -

' continue in that post.

Fitzsimons, a 48-year-
old farmer, is dismayed by
the trend toward “ever-en-
larging budgets.”
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