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Dille, Stephe n Everet t The eldest child o f Do nald Evere tt Dille an d Bonnie Marie Ande rson Dille, was  bo rn in Min neapolis , Min nesota, on March 16, 19 45. H e died in Dassel, Minn esota, and en tered eter nal life on March 25, 202 0, at th e age of 75 years . Steve g rew up in Litchfi eld, Min nesota. H e gradua ted f rom Litchfiel d H igh School in 1963. Steve com peted in foot ball and basketball. H e was  an active membe r in FFA. Steve co mpeted i n high school and p rofess ional rode os . H e was  awarded the 1962 an d 1963 Minnesota H igh School Ro deo All- Aro und Cowb oy. In 1969, St eve gradua ted f rom t he Univers ity of Min nesota with a Docto rate o f Vete rinary Medicine. Fr om 1969 -72, he served as  a vete rinarian in S outh Vietna m with t he USAID. H e was  part o f the Vietna m War Pacification P rogra m ass is ting Vietnamese fa rme rs  to tr eat and p revent diseases . On July 5, 1975, Steve was  marrie d to Pam ela Jane Jo hnson in Litchfield. T hey have fou r children : Nicholas  Alexander, Kaisa Lisa, Spencer Everet t, and Mitchell Roge rs . Steve was  elected and served for s ix years  as  a Dassel Township supervisor and had a two-year -te rm as  a Meeke r Coun ty commiss ioner. H e was  elected and served for s ix years  as  a Minnes ota State Represen tative and 18 yea rs  as  a Minnesota Sta te Senato r, fo r a to tal of 32 years  in p ublic office. In t he 
Minnesota legis latu re, Steve was  recognized fo r his  tho ughtf ul and bi-pa rtisan app roach to solving p roblems. H e was  often tapped to serve on con ference com mit tees  to iro n out di ffer ences  between t he majo r political pa rties  as  bills  were draf ted into final fo rm. H e co-aut hored s ignifican t legis lation including the 2007/ 2008 clean ind oor ai r acts  and the 20 09 prima ry enfo rcemen t of seat bel ts  law. In 2014 Steve was  inducte d into the firs t class  of the Litchfield H igh School H all of Fame. Steve was  a s tuden t of his to ry, especially local and family his tory. H e wro te and/ or co -wro te th ree family his t ory book s , as  well as  a publication on the value of livestock to t he Min nesota econo my. H e also wrote an au tobiogra phy. Steve gave gene rous ly of his  time, volu ntee ring fo r many boa rds  and commi ttees . H e proceed ed with o ptimism, de ter minatio n, and hu mor as  he me t with colleagues  and consti tuents . H e ent hus iastically and tireless ly pursued his  work. By exam ple, Steve instilled a s t rong wo rk ethic in his  children. H e was  extrem ely prou d of his  family. Steve is  survived by his  wife and their four child ren, nin e grandchild ren; f our s is ters  and two bro the rs . H is  parents  preceded hi m in death . Ar rangeme nts  are with the J ohnson-H agglund funeral h ome in Litchfiel d. In lieu of flowers , me morials  are p refe rred. A mem orial service 
will be held at a later date.  
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