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GaryDeCramer FORMER STATE SENATOR

By ROSE FRENCH
rose.french@startribune.com

ary DeCramer, a for
mer state senator who
taught at the Universi-

ty ofMinnesota, was passion
ate about improving educa
tion in Minnesota and bol
stering economic develop
ment in the state's rural com
munities.

DeCramer, a DFLer from
Ghent who served in the state
Senate from 1983 to 1993, was
also the Minnesota director of
the U.S. Department ofAgri
culture's Rural Development
Program.

"You liked to be around
Gary because he made you
feel decent and good. He
stood for decent and good
things," said Hennepin Coun
ty Attorney Mike Freeman,
who served with DeCramer
in the Senate. "He was pro
gressive and liberal, yet he
was a very pragmatic south
western Minnesota Dem
ocrat. He was a '" gentle,
thoughtful person."

DeCramer, of Mendota
Heights, died ofa heart attack
on Wednesday while visit
ing the University of Minne
sota-Morris campus with his

high school-age daughter. He
was 67.

At the time of his death,
De<;:ramer was serving as a
lecturer as well as director
at the University ofMinneso
t~sHumphreySchoolofPub

lie Affairs' master ofpublic af
fairs program. He previously
had held the post of inter
im president of what is now
Southwest Minnesota State
University in Marshall.

Born in Marshall, DeCra
mer grew up on his family's
farm near Ghent. He attend
ed seminary and thought
about becoming a priest, then
earned a bachelor's degree in
English from the University
of St. Thomas in St. Paul. He
earned graduate degreesfrom
that school and the University
ofOklahoma.

DeCramer taught English
at Gannon University in Erie,
Pa., in the late 19608 and even
tually moved back to Minne
sotato run the family farm be
fore being elected to the state
Senate, according to his wife,
Estelle Brouwer. The couple
married in 1988.

"He cared about justice for
... people ofcolor, for women,
for people who are marginal
ized in many ways, for people

living in poverty, for people
who may have developmen
tal or physical disabilities,"
his wife said.

DeCramer,who served as a
chairmanofthe Senate Trans
portation Committee, cared
deeply about improving edu
cational standards, particular
ly for the state's Indianpopu
lation, Freeman said. He also
strived to improve the lives
ofthose living in Minnesota's
rural communities.

"He cared deeply about the
land, and he knew people in
greaterMinnesotaneeded the
same ldnd ofeconomlc devel
opment dollars, or even more
than we have in the cities, be
cause they don't get as many
opportunities and the ru
ral kids need to have those,"
Freeman said.

Besides his wife, DeCram
er's survivors include daugh
ters Katie, Louise and Lei
la Vance; his mother, Ber
tha; two sisters, Pat Lenz and
Sherry Anderson, anq. six
grandchildren. A memorial
service will be held at 4 p.m.
March 20 at the Ted Mann
Concert Hall at the Universi
ty ofMinnesota.
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