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: wfaker was for t

Charhe (Chuek) Davisi is one ofthe people responsrble

"What's amazing in the autumn
of. 2005 is not that another Mln—, :
nesota‘pheasant season is set to

Slrnply amazrng

* Thirty“plus years ago.l wrote

a story about a rooster ringneck
pheasant spotted along Hwy. 14

fo the revwal ofthe anesota pheasant populatron

nearWaseca, an

A pheasant was a rare srght in
-those days. - -
" Even adead rmgneck Wthh :
. thlS onewas.

Cause of death? I wondered.
Probably loneliness:. -

~ And now, it seems, Minnesota’s
- pheasants have come back from
‘the dead.

.Therise of ringnecks is attnb-v
uted to many factors, the major

one being the federal farm pro--

- Schara

. 60LuMNIST' o

"grarn, turning mrlhons of acres of
-corn and soybeans into grasslands
Where nngnecks ﬂou 'sh—\

= Legzslator fought o protect
bzrds habztat in state .

A ‘, \
SCHARA from €20

Thank Davis

for helping
pheasants |

Add anesotas CREP pro-
gram, idling more land, and the
rush of ringnecks flies hlgher

¢

: Now, include the work of Min-:

nes()tas Pheasants Forever and
other individuals, farmers and'
the like — each adding what they -
can to further the ringneck cause
and, well. .. decadeslaterﬂlestory
is simply amazing:

And while we're all grddy
over our pheasant fortunes,
let’s- pause a-moment and re-
‘member a Minnesota legislator,
Chatlie (Chuck) Davis.

In 1984, Davis led a cam~
paign in Minnesota to improve
the state’s road ditches for erd—
life.

. To. DaV1s, 1t was ]ust com-’
mon~sense stuff. -

Davis was a Milaca farmer
and a Princeton vo-ag teacher

who

dollars to mow miles and miles
of road ditches. He also didn't
like the answers.

. Mow for safety. Why not only

at intersections?:
Weed: coutrol A Weak argu—

- ment?

Snow control - Worth the

-price?

In the 1 meantlme, the De-

- partment of Natural Resources
- showed Davis the importance 6f -
road ditches as nesting habitat
-for song birds and hen pheas-

“ants. A DNR study showed that
some 40 species of wildlife uti-
lized roadsides for habitat. ‘

At that time, the only exten-
sive undisturbed grasslands re-
maining in Minnesota were the

~road ditches, roughly 76,000
miles of ditches, amounting to .

525,000 acres of potentxal wﬂd—

,ilrfe habitat. -

-And it was all bemg mowed. .
One day, Davis was driving

"along Hwy. 169 and Hwy. 10
— his route from home to the

Capitol — when he noticed a
billboard message from Pheas-

" ants Fhrever in support of de-

wondered why anesota :
vwas spending millions of tax -

layed mowmg of roadsides."

Under the billboard, a-
MnDOT tractor was busily
mowing. -

“I thought that was a little ri- -
diculous,” Davis recalled.

At that moment, Davis was
to become a hero to pheasant

“hunters, bird watchers and ad-
, Inirers of natlve prairie flow-
Cers:

The lawmaker pushed until it
passed legxslatlon that delayed
ditch mowing by state, county
or township crews until Aug

’each year.

- In 1991, Davis also was ab

principal author of Minnesota’s

Wetland Conservation Act, alaw.

‘that further preserved wildlife

habitat required of pheasants.
He retired from the Legislature’
the nextyear. - '

‘On Dec. 23, 2004, Davis, at
age 59, was kllled in a-car ac-
cident,

If the pheasant prognostlca-
tors are correct — if Minnesota
hasa nngneck romp this fall —
thlS one’s for you Chuck.

,Ron Schara isat

ron@mnboitnd.com.




