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Rep. Greg Davids eIR-Preston) says
filling former representative Elton
Redalen's old shoes may be a big job, but
adds that he's got just the feet to do it.

Size 12 to be exact. People notice when
Davids, a former wrestler and football
player, enters the room.

But on a more serious note, Davids
says he knows the district in southeastern
Minnesota as well as anyone. He grew up
there, served for four years as the
Fillmore County Independent-Republi
can Party chairman, was a member of the
Preston City Council, and served as
mayor of the city from 1987 to Feb. 13 of
this year.

Davids had thoughts about running for
office before, but says Redalen and Sen.
Duane Benson eIR-Lanesboro) were doing
such a good job that the best thing to do
was wait.

When Gov. Arne Carlson appointed
Redalen as commissioner of the Depart
ment of Agriculture, Davids was the first
of eight people to join the race.

"Before I'd ask for somebody's support,
I'd ask if they were running, too," says
Davids.

The general election came down to
three people, and Davids won with 63.1
percent of the vote.

Davids says coming into session late
was like grabbing a train ride with the
train moving. And instead of "getting his
feet wet," Davids says he jumped in head

first. Shortly after being sworn in, he
introduced his first bill.

"I don't waste any time," he says.
But he'll miss his old job as mayor, he

says, and some of the characteristics that
went with it. His new job will require
persuading more than just two members
on the .city council to think his way, he
says.

Davids' district is primarily agricultural
and includes no towns larger than 2,500.
He lives in Preston, which has about
1,500 people, and owns an insurance
company in Harmony, a town of almost
1,100. Though agriculture is the major
issue in his area, he also wants to help
small-town businesses.

"I want to do anything I can do to help
small business in rural Minnesota
because I don't want to see these small
towns dry up," says Davids. "There are
too many vacant buildings ,on main

street. And that's a major concern of mine
- to get those buildings filled up."

Like many legislators, Davids says he's
also concerned about educational issues,
workers' compensation reform, and
health insurance reform.

But unlike many, Davids' diverse
background gives him the advantage of
viewing those issues from a variety of
perspectives.

In addition to his job as an insurance
agent and his service as mayor and city
councilman, Davids has taught high
school government and coached numer
ous high school sports for both boys and
girls.

Although many representatives truly
love being members of the House, Davids
seems to especially relish his seat.

"There should be a law against having
this much fun," he says.
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