
New members .

For an accountant who admits that many
in his profession are "shy" and "not risk
takers," Rep. Skip Carlson is entering a world

where suchattributes are
fairly uncommon.

Carlson, a Republican
from Fridley, is one of
the newest members of
the Minnesota House of
Representatives. He was
elected]uly 11,1995, in
a special election to fill

Rep. Skip Carlson the District 52A seat

which includes parts of Fridley and New
Brighton and all of Columbia Heights and
Hilltop, all suburbs of Minneapolis.

The 51-year-old accountant and insurance
salesman replaces former Rep. Wayne Simo
neau, a 21-year legislative veteran who re
signed to become acting commissioner of the
state Department of Employee Relations.

Carlson's victory over his DFL opponent,
Bruce Nawrocki, marks the first time in gen
erations that the district has been represented
by a Republican.

In fact, when Carlson graduated from Co
lumbia Heights High School in 1962,
Nawrocki already was the mayor of Colum
bia Heights.

Carlson's win marks his first run at elective
office. Prior to this, the closest he'd ever come
was serving as treasurer in another political
campaign. When Carlson was approached to
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run for the seat, he said thanks butno thanks.
"I think I was going through a mid-life

crisis," the 51-year-old said jokingly.
But after much thought, I decided that "I can't

complain ... if I sit on the sidelines," he said.
Last spring, Carlson became a first-time

grandfather and he thinks his grandson,
Nathan, may have had something to do with
his running for office.

"I turned 51 ... you see your own mortal
ity.... Sometimes I hold my grandson and
consider he's 'already in debt and he doesn't
know it. If there is a way to tum the state over
to [him] in better shape, I want to do it."

Carlson, an active community member, is
a member of the Anoka Rotary, the National
Sports Center Foundation, and the Anoka
County Internal Audit Commission. He has
been president ofboth the Anoka Area Cham
ber of Commerce and the Anoka County
Chamber of Commerce.

After growing up in northeast Minneapolis
and Columbia Heights, he served in the Army,
attended the University of Minnesota, and
later graduated from St. Cloud State Univer
sity. He has been married 28 years.

Carlson said he really doesn't have a per
sonal agenda but is interested in reforming
the state's tax system and working on educa
tion funding issues. That should work out
well for him: He has been selected as one of
the few freshmen members of the minority
party to sit on the powerful House Taxes

Committee, where he expects his ac
countingbackgroundwill comeinhandy.

Carlson said he is looking forward to
the busy pace of the session. With his
children grown and his wife, Shirley,
owning her own business, he feels he has
the time to devote to the job.

"I can't imagine having a young family.
. . . I don't think I would apply for the
job," he said.

The new lawmaker's hobbies include
baby-sitting his new grandson and read
ing-especiallyabout the CivilWar. "Not
so much the battles," he said, "but the
human side and personal conflicts."

Remembering the human side of the
lawmaking process is something Carlson
hopes will serve his constituents well.

- K. Darcy Hanzlik
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