statewide campaigns to gather enough signatures to get a question on the ballot.
Brad Lehto, legislative director for the MinnesotaAFL-CIO, added that influence comes
from "few rather than many."
Opposing the measure, Bill Blazer, senior
vice president of the Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce, argued it puts businesses and organizations at a disadvantage because they no
longer become involved in the process.
Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) unsuccessfully attempted to amend the provision in the
bill granting authority to determine whether
two or more initiatives on a ballot conflict to
the secretary of state. Kahn said a more nonpartisan authority would be the chief justice
of Minnesota's Supreme Court.
Approved by the committee, the bill now
goes to the House Judiciary Policy and Finance
Committee.
A companion bill (SF1565), sponsored by
Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud), awaits action
by the Senate Elections Committee.
For information from a January
committee hearing about the legal
definition of marriage, go to the
Session Weekly EXTRA page at:
http://www.house.mn/h i nfo/
swx.asp

SAfETY
For information on the data
practices concerns surrounding the
CriMNet system from a January
committee hearing, go to the
Session Weekly EXTRA page at:
http://www.house.mn/hi nfo/
swx.asp

TRANSPORTATION
Financing road construction
Fourteen road and highway projects would
be constructed earlier than scheduled through
bond financing, under a proposal offered
Feb. 4 by the Minnesota Department ofTransportation (MnDOT).
Of the 14 projects presented to the House
Transportation Finance Committee, nine are
in Greater Minnesota.
The labeling of a proposed Highway 212
expressway as a rural project renewed the
longstanding debate regarding equitable transportation funding between rural and metropolitan areas. The project would create an
expressway between the area just west of Flying Cloud Airport in Eden Prairie and the city
of Carver. The entire highway, however, runs
between Montevideo and the Twin Cities.
Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar) said that

western Minnesota residents who favored expressway bonding didn't realize that their support would come at the expense of other rural
projects.
"To say that 212 is your rural project is farfetched:' Juhnke said.
Al Schenkelberg, director of MnDOT's
Office of Investment Management, said the
criteria included safety, travel times, traffic signal proliferation, and congestion. Highway 212
is now handling more volume and more heavy
commercial vehicles, and it varies between two
and four lanes, he said.
Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL-St. Paul) also had
concerns about the project. Instead of continuing to allow the highway to intersect with the
congested Interstate 494, it could be diverted
south to join Highway 13, she said.
"I wish somehow we could force going back
to the drawing board:' Hausman said.
Other projects on the proposed bonding list
and the accelerated dates include:
• Highway 371: four-lane expressway from
Highway 10 to County Road 48 north of
Little Falls, accelerated from 2006 to 2005.
• Highway 52: reconstruction at Oronoco, accelerated from 2005-2009 to 2005.
• Highway 14: four-lane expressway from
Janesville to Waseca, accelerated from 20052010 to 2004.
• Interstate 694: reconstruction at the junction
ofInterstate 35E in Vadnais Heights, accelerated from 2008 to 2005.
• Interstate 494: construction of one lane in
each direction from Interstate 394 to Highway 212 in Eden Prairie and Minnetonka.
The 14 projects are estimated to cost
$824.9 million, with $424.9 million coming
from the federal government and the remainder in trunk highway bonds.

Cost estimates, stations reduced
Members of the House Transportation
Finance Committee received revised plans and
cost estimates for the Northstar commuter rail
line, a high-speed rail system that would extend from Minneapolis north and west along
U.S. Highway 10, at a meeting Jan. 20.
Initially, the line would have extended from
Minneapolis to Rice, just north of St. Cloud.
However, five stations and 42 miles were eliminated to bring costs in line with federal guidelines, which saves $53 million in project costs.
The project is again competing for federal
funds. This time, Gov. Tim Pawlenty has recommended that the state borrow $37.5 million to provide matching funds to begin final
planning stages of the project.
The line would operate on existing
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway tracks,
between Big Lake and Minneapolis, during

REP. CHUCK BROWN REMEMBERED

The House approved a resolution Feb. 5
memorializing former Rep. Chuck Brown
who passed away unexpectedly in August
2003 at age 52.
Brown, of Appleton, served in the House
from 1985-1996. His legislative district included Big Stone, Douglas, Grant, Pope,
Stevens, Swift, and Traverse counties.
He was remembered on the House floor
for his quick wit, love of family, bipartisan
approach, and dedication to rural Minnesota,
particularly his work to ease farmers' financial burdens during the troubled economic
times of the late-1980s.
Brown is survived by a wife and four
daughters.

peak morning and evening commute times.
Estimates say enough riders would use the line
to reduce round trips on the corresponding
highways by 2,800 per day.
Costs associated with building the line involve improvements necessary along the tracks
and construction of stations and park and ride
facilities and right-of-way acquisition.
The Federal Transit Administration has initiated new guidelines for evaluating projects seeking federal funding, prompting completely new
and incomparable projections for the line's ridership and costs. The administration evaluates
the dollar value of travel-time savings to determine whether a project is cost-effective. Officials
at the meeting were careful to note that a costeffectiveness standard is not the same as a costbenefit analysis, which has not yet been
performed on the Northstar project.
The cost-effectiveness indicators suggest the
line will save commuters 892,000 hours per year.
Preliminary plans show improvements, complete by 2008, would cost $265 million to begin
the line, with the federal government picking up
50 percent, the state 33 percent, and local entities 17 percent, under the governor's proposal.
In addition, officials said that initial operation
of the Northstar line would not eliminate the
need for expanding Highway 10 if anticipated
growth continues.
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