f time friend.

'party line;” said Al Patton, a
former leglslator and long-

* In 1985, Brink-
man was disap=

pointed . “when
salestax relieffor

farmers was ‘di-
Juted in a bill. He

complained ‘that-

~$500 million in
~ relief was going
. to other groups. -
‘ ‘iAll of a sudden, you don’t

d want to give $25 million to $30
: ,mﬂhon for my farmer friends,”

b said in the March 22 1985

A Star Tribune.

'When  Brir
: nounced ‘his retlrement from

- the Leglslature in 1986, “the

. S Air Tribune wiote that vot-

in his district voted for
because he used a mix

of long-cultivated communi-
‘ty ties, legwork for constit-
~uents and political indepen-

dence. ,

Brinkman, who owned a
truck stop and bulk oil com-
pany, was also known as a
friend of small business and
independent bankers. He was
chairman of the House Fi-
nancial Institutions and In-
surance . Committee from

: 1973 t01984. :
He also was an ‘occasion-
-al foe of envn'onmentallsts,

some of whom he said “would

“have put half the farmers out

of business” if they had their
way with bans on farm chem—

”1cals .
Brinkman enjoyed having
‘friends visit his Richmond
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home ‘and taking them fish-

ing on his boat, said Patton,
“who added that Brinkman

made friénds easily.

“He was a genuine guy.
Anyone could get a genuine
answer from him. He was a
person that people trusted,”
Patton said.

_ He is survived by his wife,
Vi, of Richmond; daughter,
Galil, ‘of Minneapolis; sons,
Wayne, of St. Cloud, Gary,

“of Richmond, Allen, of St.

Cloud, and Dave, of Seattle;
brothers, Harold, of Alba-
ny, Minn., and Tom, of Min-
neapolis; sisters, Beatrice
Buckley of Nisswa, Minn., Ri-
ta Krebes of Brookfield, 11,
Edna Krebes of Foley, Ala,
Jan Schmitz of Lakeville and

Alice Voit of Blaine; and nine
grandchildren.

Services have been held.






